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A. T. Mercier Advances 

NEWS of the appointment of A. 
T. Mercier as Vice President of 

the Southern Pacific Company, effec
tive April 1st, was greeted with keen 

pleasure by his many friends within 
the ranks. Having started his 

auspicious railroad career modestly in 
Los Angeles and 
returning in July, 
1929 as our Vice 
President & Gen
eral Manager, Mr. 
Mercier IS well 
known 
rai lroad 

111 local 
circles. 

His advancement 
to the high post 
a s s i g n e d him 
comes as a due 
reward for his 

long trail of noteworthy achievements. 
Starting his life's work with the 

Southern Pacific, following his gradu

ation in engineering at Tulane Uni
versity, as a transitman and road

master's clerk in Los Angeles, Mr. 

~[ercier's entire career has been with 
our parent company. After his early 
advancements, his first major assign

ment was during 1906 and 1907 when 
he was chosen Asst. Engineer on re

construction work in the Colorado 

River district. 
Early Success 

His fine success in this marked him 
as good timber and in the years that 

followed he was named to posts of 

increasing responsibility, both in con
structin g and operation. In 1921 he 

was selected as General Manager of 
the San Diego & Arizona R. R., Presi

dent in 1927, and Vice President & 
General Manager of our Company in 

July, 1929. He remained with our 
Company until March 1933, when he 

was advanced to General Manager of 
the Southern Pacific, and now to even 

greater responsibilities as Vice Presi
dent of the Southern Pacific, where 

he will assist in the duties of the 
office of the President, with head
quarters in San Francisco. 

Congratulations and well-wishes, 
Mr. Mercier, from your legion of 

friends within our ranks. 

The family and a guest sat down 

at the table. "Susie," said her mother, 
"why didn't you put a knife and fork 

at Mr. Pimpernikle's place?" 
"I didn't think he needed 'em," she 

replied, "'cause you said he eats like 
a horse." 
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Storm Damage Takes Large 
Toil Throughout System 

By ]. R. Schaefie 

HEAVY continued rains between 
March 1st and 5th caused possibly 

the severest damage ever suffered by 

our railway. 

The storm was no respecter of per
sons or property, and in common with 
all other public utilities in this dis
trict, we suffered heavily-probably 

to the extent of $250,000. In addition 
there was a tremendous loss of reve

nue due to curtailment and disturb

ance of our various service. 
The lines of the San Fernando Val

ley and the Northern and Eastern 
Districts suffered the heaviest and 

most extensive damage. 

In the San Fernando Valley, both 
approaches of the bridge over the L. 
A. River at Los Nogales were washed 
away; also at the crossing of the 
Tujunga Wash at Rio Vista. Just 
west of No. Hollywood, bridges of the 
P. E. and S. P. were washed out for 
a distance of about 150 ft. Near Pa
coima Ave., Van Nuys Line, about 
1800 ft. of our track was destroyed 
and deposited in an adjoining field. 
Near Kester Jet., both P. E. and S. P. 
trestles were damaged. Much track
age through Van Nuys was covered 
with mud and silt. North of Van 
N uys and elsewhere, there were many 
places where track and roadbeds were 

destroyed. 
Still Out 

All San Fernando Valley damage 
has been repaired, except the north 
end of the bridge at Rio Vista and the 

bridges between North Hollywood and 
Ke~ter. Work of repairs is progressing, 

but it is uncertain just when service 

will be resumed. 
On the San Bernardino Line, tracks 

and roadbed were washed out at Val
ley Junction, Rosemead, Niobe, also 
in the vicinity of Irwindale, Montello, 

Grapeland, Etiwanda, Sansevain and 

Lytle Creek, San Ber.~~ardino. Also, 

bridges over the Lexington Wash at 
El Monte and over the San Gabriel 

River, east of El Monte, were 

damaged. 
At Claremont, for a distance of 

about 3500 ft. track and roadbed was 
covered with assorted debris, to a 
depth of about 18 inches. East of Clare

mont, at San Antonio Wash, about 
400 ft. ·of track and roadbed washed 
away to an average depth of 4 ft. 

At cut, known as Bench, entering 
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Our New Signal Head 

P LEASING, because the reward 
was well merited, announcement 

of the appointment of A. 0. Smith 
to the post of Signal Engineer, suc
ceeding S. R. Florence, deceased, was 
gladly received throughout our ranks 
last month. 

Having devoted 
practically all his 
working years to 
the construction 
and maintenance 
of signals and in
terlocking plants 
on railroad sys
tems, Mr. Smith's 
selection to the 
important phase 
of our rail opera
tion assures the 

continued high standard we enjoyed 
during Mr. Florence's regime. 

Wide Experience 

Mr. Smith brings to the post broad 
experience gained during a lengthy 

employment with the Philadelphia 
Rapid Transit, a pioneet·, and always 

a leader in introducing the best, most 
modern and effective in signal devel
opments. 

Employed by our Company in Aug

ust, 1929, as a Wireman, he proved 
his mettle and soon was placed in 
charge of bonding and welding. Sub

sequently he was advanced to Gen
et·al Foreman of Signals, and later 
worked with Mr. Florence in reor
ganizing the Telephone Department, 

when it was combined with Signal 
Department. Capable in each post to 

which he was assigned, in April, 1935. 
Mr. Smith was advanced to Asst. 
Engineer of Signals and Overhead 
Lines, which rank he held just pdor 
to his new responsibility. 

His many friends wish him the fine 
success they are certain he will 
achieve. 

San Bernardino, about 2000 cubic 
yards of earth washed from an ad
joining orange grove into the cut and 
over the track. At crossing of Lytle 
Creek, flood water left channel and 
washed out about 100 ft. of track and 
roadbed. Damage has been tempor
arily repaired and service restored. 

Between San Bernardino and Red
lands, both approaches to our bridge 
over the Santa Ana River were de
stroyed, consisting of about 1000 ft . 
of roadbed on the north end and 200 
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ft. on south end. Temporary repairs 
have been made. 

Between Rialto and Riverside, 
bridge over the Santa Ana River was 
very badly damaged and is being re
paired by the Union Pacific, who own 
and maintain this line. Service still 
unrestored. 

Between San Bernardino-Colton
Riverside and Corona, considerable 
damage occurred at the crossing at 
Lytle Creek, La Cadena Wash, Santa 
Ana River and crossin g at Temescal 
Wash, near Corona. Just south of 
San Bernardino, Lytle Creek left its 
channel and spread over a very wide 
area, damaging a portion of the San 
Bernardino freight yard, the Mexican 
Camp and the Gilmore Oil Co. plant. 
Work of restoring these lines is near
ing completion. 

Our Arrowhead Line was badly 
damaged near the Arrowhead substa
tion, but was quickly repaired and 
line restored. The Highland Line 
was covered with mud and debris for 
about one mile out of San Bernardino. 
Through splendid cooperation of local 
authorities, this damage was imme
diately repaired. 

Widespread Damage 

On the Monrovia-Glendora Line, a 
steel and concrete bridge at Eaton 
Wash, east of San Gabriel Blvd., was 
entirely demolished. Oine bent of 
the bridge over Santa Anita Wash, 
east of Arcadia, was washed out, and 
three piers of concrete bridge over 
the San Gabriel River at Puente 
Largo were undermined. Four con
crete arch spans were wrecked. Also, 
washouts occurred in the vicinity 
of the race track, at Greenwood, just 
east of Mon rovia and the cut at Du
arte fill ed with sand and gravel t o a 
maximum depth of about 8 ft . for a 
distance of about 500 ft. East of 
Puente Largo bridge, there are two 
places where tracks and roadbed were 
washed away, one about 15 ft . deep 
and 70 ft . in length and the other 
some 45 ft. in depth and 200 ft. long. 
Temporary repairs have been com
pleted. 

On the Sierra Madre Line, about 30 
ft . of trestle and 60 ft. of roadbed were 
washed away at El Rincon, the cross
ing of Eaton Canyon Wash. This 
damage has not been repaired. 

On the Whittier Line, bridges were 
damaged at Walker, Rio Hondo and 
Eyer. This damage has been re
paired. In addition, we have restored 
numerous washouts between La Ha
bra and Yorba Linda and between 
La Habra and Fullerton. 
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Twelve More Join Pension Honor Ranks 

TWELVE more employees joined the pension ranks during the first three 
months of this year, henceforth to enjoy the fruits of reward under the 

Railroad Retirement Act. Since the new pension law has been in effect a 
total of 142 employees have been retired. 

While the leave-taking of these friends means the severing of pleasant 
daily association with those whom they have worked over the years, there 
is keen satisfaction in knowing that they retire under a most liberal com
pensation and that they hereafter will have the leisure to do as fancy dic
tates. 

Their many friends jo in in congratulations and wish each of them health 
and joy. 

Those retired and their years of service are noted below : 
Years of 

NAME- Department Occupation Service 
Alston L . Marsh .... . .... Accounting .. .. . . .... . Mail and File Clerk . . .. 14 
James W. McCown ... . .. Transportation . . . . . . . Conductor . . ... . .. ... . 29 
Samuel E. Collins .. .. ... . Transportation .. ... .. Conductor . .. . . .. . .... 21 
Leonard D. Whittemore . . Transportation . .. .. .. Conductor . . ... .. . . .. . 31 
George Volk ...... . ..... Mechanical . ... ... .. .. Carpenter .... .. .. ..... 18 
Lewis H. Smith .. . .. .. . . Mechanical ... . .. .. . .. Carpenter . . .. . . . .. .. .. 18 
Otto Shackleford . . . .... . Passenger Traffic .. . ... Ticket Clerk ... . . ..... 20 
James Sullivan ... ... .. . . Engineering ... . .. .. .. Foreman ... . . . . . . · . .. .. 18 
Jose Ruiz .... . . . . ..... . . Engineering . . . . .. . . .. Laborer .. . . .. .. . .. . .. . 8 
Leocadio De La Rosa . .. Engineering . . . . .. . .. . Laborer . . . . ..... . .. .. . 20 
Esequio Martinez .. .. . . . . Engineering .. .. ... ... Laborer . .. . ... .. .. . ... 13 
Crispin Hernandez ..... . Engineering . . .. ... .. . Laborer .... . ... . ... .. . 13 

On the Santa Ana Line, bridges at 
Morton, Palo Verde and Hansen were 
damaged and considerable track and 
roadbed were washed out by the Santa 
Ana River overflow between Hansen 
and Stanton. Considerable bridge 
work and over 300 cars of fillin g ma
terial were necessary to restore to 
service. 

On the Long Beach Line, roadbed 
and trestle were damaged just south 
of Compton, but repairs were quickly 
made. Between Long Beach and Wil
mington, the bridge crossing fluod 
control channel at 7th Street, was 
badly damaged and line is still idle. 
On the Torrance Line, tracks south 
of Hermosillo were flooded, but serv
ice was restored when waters sub
sided. 

On the Huntington Beach Line, 
Santa Ana River ran wild and made 
a new entrance to the sea, near 
Gamewell and washed out some 600 
ft. of our roadway. Further east at 
the Santa Ana River crossin g, one 
concrete pier was washed away and 
pier completely disappeared, dropping 
one end of 60 ft. steel girder into the 
river. A number of bents of pile 
trestle approaches were also dam
aged. 

No steps have been taken as yet to 
repair this damage, as it appears the 
new opening of the Santa Ana River 

at Gamewell will close up naturally 
and the damage probably can be re
paired by fillin g, rather than driving a 
trestle. The repairs to the El Moro 
bridge, must of necessity, wait until 
repairs are made. at Gamewell, a s 
bridge equipment cannot be · handled 
over the line. 

A NOVEL SAVING METHOD 

Co-operating with educators and 
those in charge of child welfare, the 
Coast Mutual Building-Loan Asso
ciation, 8th and Olive Streets, is doc 
in g its part to encourage thrift by 
furni shing each child with a most 
novel savings bank, on request. 

These banks are unique in that a 
dime must be dropped in the bank 
each day in order to change the date 
on the calendar. Children of all ages 
are most fascinated by this process, 
and look forward to putting their 
dimes in the bank just to see the date 
change. Currency and larger coins 
may also be deposited. 

Mothers and dads wishin g to cul
tivate the trait of thriftiness in their 
children, or to aid themselves in set
ting aside a cash reserve, will find 
these banks handy and convenient. 
They are artistically designed in va
rious colors and fit in with any color 
scheme. I 

I 
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Adjusted Freight Rates Are Now in E~ect 
Modest Increases Granted Carriers Throughout Nation 

Owing to Urgent Need for Additional Revenue 

By F. F. Willey, 
Asst. to Frt. Traffic Manager 

UND E R date of March 8, 1938, th e 
Inters ta te Commerce Commission 

issued an order authorizin g all ra il
roads in th e Unit ed Sta tes to in crease 
the fre ight rates on all commodities 
10 o/o, with the exception of ce rtain 
commoditi es, such as products of a g
riculture, li ves tock, grain, hay and 
straw, dairy products, and a few oth
ers on whi ch th ey gTant ed an in ct·easc 
of So/o. 

· Th e in creases authori zed by th e In 
terstat e Commerce Co mmission w ent 
into effect ge nerally on all rates 
throughout the U nited Sta tes on 
March 28, except such rates as w ere 
increased durin g th e latter part of 
1937 under a prior order of the Inter
state Comm erce Commission. As to 
th ose rate s which w ere increased un
der the prior order of th e Commission 
last year, th ese were re-published on 
the original basis and the re-published 
rates are now subj ect to th e fiv e and 
ten per cent increase, as th e case m ay 
be, authorized under th e immedia te 
order referred ' to above. 

R ealizin g th e urgency of th e car
ri ers' financial condition th e Inters tate 
Commerce Commiss io n and th e va
rious Sta te Commiss ion s a uthori zed 
th e filin g of what is known as a mas
ter tariff on ten days' notice to th e 
Commiss ion s and th e publi c. Thi s 
mas ter tariff becomes part of each 
railroad 's indi vidual ta riffs throu g h 
the medium of publi cati on of what is 
known as a link supplem ent. This 
form of publi cation permitted th e car
riers to have th e increases becom e 
effective at a mu ch soon er dat e than 
they otherwise would ha ve under th e 
usual routin e method of publica tion . 
It is expected that as th e catTiers' ta r
iffs are re- issued, of co urse, th a t th e 
increases granted will be inco rpo rated 
in th e rate s th emselves, rath er than 

continuation of the m as ter ta riff. 
The master tariff increases th e 

charges, not onl y for th e usual trans
porta tion se rvice, but in creasess all 
oth er incidental charges such as c. o. 
d. charg es, demurra ge, divers ion, 
sw itchin g, transit , and num erous oth
er mi sce llan eous services on which 
th e in creased all owan ce was likewise 
10 o/o. 

P ri or to th e issuance o f th e ord er 
by the Inters tate Commerce Com
miss ion, hearin gs were held in Wash
in gton, D . C., Atlanta, Chicago, E l 
Paso, L os An ge les, New Orleans, 
Portland and Salt Lake City. 
Vv' hil c some shipp ers protes ted th e 
grantin g of th e in creases, busi ness 
genera lly re cognized th e extremely 
critica l finan cial condition of the ca r
riers and concurred in th e ca rri ers' 
petition for an increase in ra tes, so 
that th e ca rri ers me t with perh aps 
less pro tes t in thi s appli cati on fo r a n 
in crea se in rates than th ey eve r have 
in th e past under s imil ar revenu e in 
crease appli cati ons. 

Thet·e was an enormo us amount of 
ta ri ff work to be accompli shed, ho w
c,·cr, th a t has now bee n cl one and 
th e final in creases became effec ti ve o n 
April 8. 

APRIL- "PERFECT SHIPPING 
MONTH" THROUGHOUT U. S. 

T he railroads have again bee n re
ques ted by Shippers' A dv iso ry Boards 
to co-opera te in anoth er PER FECT 
SHI PPI NG MONTH fo r A pril, 1938. 
Natura ll y, th e ra ilroads a rc anxious 
to furni sh a ll ass istan ce poss ibl e, s in ce 
th e PE RFECT SHIPP I N G M ONTH 
of April , 1937, r es ulted in con siderable 
information bein g secured tht·ough 
shipp er organi zati ons whi ch has bee n 
help ful to th e railroads in redu cin g 
th e am ount of loss and damage claims 
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a ri s in g from in secure packin g. Man
age ment s have ad vised th e Shi ppers' 
Boa rd that they a re at liberty to ca ll 
upon th e carri et·s' r eprese nta tives at 
any tim e fo r ass ist ance in matter s 
pe rta in ing to proper packing, stow
age , etc. o f freight. 

All ra ilroads have fo r some time 
been co ntinuous ly wo rkin g to the end 
of p reventin g f reight claims. H ow
eve r, it has onl y been recentl y that 
we we re able to int eres t shi ppe rs in 
our problems. Shipp ers are now be
ginnin g to reali ze some of the dis
sa ti sfac tio n wit h th eir cus tomers and 
sales losses have been due to th e co n
diti on in w hi ch the fr eight arr ived a t 
des tin a tion, whi ch was not cha rg·eabl e 
to th e ca r rie r, but was clu e to im
pro per packin g. This is particularly 
tru e in conn ection wi th shipm ents of 
li ght, bulky a rti cles, g la ss ware, e tc. 

'vVe shall app recia te it if all agents 
and o th er employees will lend a ny 
ass is ta nce poss ib le to th e rece ive rs 
of fr eigh t arrivi ng a t th eir sta tion in 
a da maged conditi on, not onl y during 
th e PER FECT SHIP PI N G MONTH, 
but any t im e throughout th e year. 

Shows Way to Fewer Claims 

A P RI Z E winning article on wavs 
and m eans of red ucin g freight 

cl aims cau sed by ca reless and improper 
han dlin g of fre ight ca rs was rece ntly 
broadcas t by th e Associa t ion of Amer
ican Ra ilroad s. Because of the large 
annual savin g and a dditi ona l business 
that would accru e if all our fre ight 
trainm en were cons tantl y guided by 
the fin e sugges ti ons made, th e articl e 
is reproduced in full. Written by 
Thomas O'Ne il , Y a rd Brakeman, New 
Y ork Centra l, th e pr ize a rticl e fol
lows : 

"In the firs t place, we should all 
reali ze that damaged fr eight, either 
car load o r less ca r load, m eans di s
sa ti s fi ed cus tom ers and loss of busi
nes s, which in turn affects all of us , 
as dec rea sed busin ess m eans loss of 
w ork fo r empl oyees. 

"As switchmen w e can a ss ist by ob
servin g th e foll owing: 

"Keep in mind that th e contents 
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of every car belongs to some individ
ual or concern and handle it the same 
way that we would like our own 
freight handled. 

"Have a knowledge of yard grades 
in yards where we are working, rid
ing cars if necessary to prevent ex
cessive shocks. Cars should ~ouple 

not much faster than a man can walk. 
"Give clear and distinct signals

crew should spread out so that en
gineman can clearly see signals. Use 
standard signals and not home made 
ones. 

"Talk to engine crew occasionally
much good can be accomplished by 
proper handling of engine throttle. 

"Be sure that cars are into clear 
before cutting off cars for other 
tracks. Much damage is caused by 
cars being cornered. 

"When working with new men or 
men not familiar with yard. instruct 
them in connection with grades or 
other matters pertaining to careful 
handling of cars. 

Safety Comes First 

"If engineman does not act prompt
ly when stop signal is given, do not 
cut cars off-better lose a minute 
than a carload of freight. 

"When giving signals, even when 
kicking cars, give easy signal at first 
until engineman gets cars bunched. 

"Engineman should insist on fire
man watching for signal when switch
men are out of his vision, and when 
signals cannot be seen, stop at once. 

"Both engineman and fireman play 
an important part in freight loss and 
damage prevention. 

"Weather conditions enter into 
freight loss and damage prevention, 
as cars run differently at different sea
sons of the year. In bad weather it 
is better to t'ake short pulls for 
switching so that signals can be plain
ly seen. 

"Care should be taken to see that 
cars are switched on proper track 
the first time. Errors in switching 
cause rehandling. This frequently 
causes rough handling. 

"Cars should be plainly chalked so 
that all members of crew can see 
where car is going. 

"The reduction of rough handling 
requires intelligent cooperation be
tween yardmasters, clerks, switchmen, 
engineers, and switchtenders, and fre
quent discussion of the subject. 

"The reduction of rough handling 
must not be a one day job, but every 
by in the year, · keeping it in mind 
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How Ouickly Can Autos Stop? 

~FEET TRAVELED 
WHILE THINKING 

liS FT. 
• FEET TRAVELED 

WHILE USING BRAKES 

., 
Ill ... 

165 S:T. 

319 
FT. 

The chart reproduced above graphically tells the average distance, at varying speeds, it 
requires a n_ormal person to bring an efficient automobile to a complete stop. 

and continually trying to do better 
will produce results. 

Means More jobs 

"It is to our benefit to assist m 
this work as proper car handling 
means more business for our railroad. 
This in turn means more employment. 

"In conclusion, in my opinion rough 
handling is caused by carelessness on 
the part of men doing the switching, 
poor judgment of speed, letting cars 
couple at high speeds and making no 
effort to stop them. 

"The giving of improper signals. 
"Enginemen not acting promptly 

on signals. 
"Enginemen using too much steam 

before cars are bunched. 
"Enginemen stopping too suddenly 

when stop signal is given. 
"The remedy-
"Handle every car as if the lading 

belonged to you. You would most 
certainly not damage your own 
freight. 

"Enginemen be on the job, act on 
signals given, use good judgment 
with throttle and air brake. 

"If you are a careful switchman 
yourself, talk to the careless man, 
pointing out to him the results of 
rough handling. 

"Frequent discussion of the subject 
while in the shanty. 

"My motto would be-'Protect your 
freight and protect your job'." 

Man (to small son of one of his 
workmen who has met with an acci
dent): "When will your dad be fit for 
work again?" 

Boy: "Can't say for certain, but it 
will be a long time." 

Man: "What makes you think that?" 
Boy: "Cause ·compensation's set 

in." 

STATION FORCE CHANGES 

Since Geo. Mesecar retired October 
1st Sierra Madre station has been 
transferred four times, M. E. Gilbert 
having been awarded the position on 
bid and installed there March 22, ad
vises F. ·B. Spencer, Assistant Termi
nal Freight Agent, in reviewing 
agency changes of last month. Wil
mington agency made vacant by this 
change is now in charge of Relief 
Agent R. R. Corey. 

Relief Agent M. A. Soper is taking 
a short' vacation and I understand he 
went to San Francisco to see the big 
bridge. 

A. E. Stempel, Agent, Fontana, is 
still on the sick list, T. F. Schafer, 
acting. 

Among the Clerks, G. A. Baldwin 
bid in his old position at West Hol
lywood, displacing F. H. Bradley, 
who bid in at Monrovia. M. ]. Davi
son, who was displaced as Cashier at 
Hollywood by J. W. Stewart, is now 
at Beverly Hills and G. W. Ray 
moved from Beverly Hills to El 
Monte, displacing Sam W. Harts
horn, who is now back in Butte St. 
yard office. 

After the smoke cleared away from 
these rapid fire changes looks like 
only two station jobs would come up 
for bid on April 1st, namely the Wil
mington Agency and position of Ass't 
Cashier, Hollywood. 

Wife: "I wish to complain about 
the service." 

Telephone Company Manager: 
"What is the trouble, madam?" 

Wife: "My husband is in Albany on 
business, but when he telephoned last 
night the operator announced the call 
as being from Atlantic City." 
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0 SRFETV nEWS ~ 

Relation o~ Sa~ety and Proper Handling 
The Latter Insures Safety and Economical Operation, Now so 

Essential. Good Practices Reviewed 

SAFETY and economy in electric 
transportation are closely related. 

Both are achieved by the proper 
handling of car or train. 

Let's consider some of the many 
things covered by the expression, 
"proper handling", in the order of 
their importance: Closely related to 
SAFETY, are schedules, acceleration 
and deceleration. No phase of op
eration justifies keener judgment, nor 
greater adherence to existing rules 
than these factors: Safety, Schedule, 
Coasting. 

In the operation of electrical equip
ment, the Motorman should never 
forget that Safety Comes First. 

There is no exception to this rule. 
Acceleration covers the period dur

ing which the car is brought from 
standstill to full speed, gradually, by 
the use of resistance and series-par
allel combination of motors. 

Proper Acceleration 

With multiple-unit equipment, the 
rate of acceleration is largely bey~nd 
the control of the Motorman. In op
erating hand-feed cars, the rate of 
acceleration depends upon good judg
ment. Feeding up too fast will re
sult in slipping wheels, overheated 
motors, discomfort to passengers, and 
in some cases;' a blowout of the cir
cuit breaker. Feeding up too slowly 
will result in considerable loss of 
power, overheating the resistance 
grids and an appreciable increase in 
time required for the run . 

Series running is the half-speed 
running point and is to be used only 
as indicated by safety requirements, 
special instructions, low speed re
strictions, or where stops are so close 
together that to feed up to full par
a1lel would require immediate appli
cation of brakes to make the next 
stop. Do not run in series when ahead 
of schedule, to kill time. Coast. 

Parallel Running is the full speed 
running point and should be used in 
all cases, except as noted above. 

Under all circumstances, release 
power as soon as possible. 

Coasting is the period when the 
car is running free with neither brakes 
nor power applied. This is the most 
economical portion of the operation 
cycle and should be practiced as often 
and for as great a distance as condi
tions will permit. Coast when be
hind a leading car, instead of using 
power until brakes must be sharply 
applied for safety. Keep far enough 
behind so that your leader's stops will 
not force you to stop also, but use 
this time for coasting. When an ob
struction is seen on the track ahead, 
throw off power and coast up to it. 
You will make as good time and have 
car under better control than if rush
ing up to it with power applied then 
braking sharply to a stop. 

Saves Power 

Throw off power .a considerable dis
tance away and coast up to a block 
signal set at "Stop". The signal may 
clear before you get there, so you 
will have lost no time, but will have 
saved some power and gained smooth
er operation. 

When speed must be reduced for 
a grade crossing, brake far enough 
away so that you may coast up to the 

MO~EY T-WAT PAYS 
rOR. ACC I Dt~TS 
IS LOST 

~OR 

PAYING 
WAG~S 

crossing at the proper speed, with 
brakes released. In this way you 
have the full pressure of the brakes 
avaliable in case of emergency. This 
is a Safety measure of great impor
tance. 

Use this same method of operation 
when passing a car which is dis
charging passengers. The advantage 
is that if you are coasting you will 
have the full power of your brakes 
should someone run around the end 
of the standing car and suddenly ap
pear in front of your car. 

TALES THAT ACCIDENTS TELL 

Here are some thoughts that arise 
from a comparison of Feb. 1938 and 
1937 accidents: 

Collisions with pedestrians: Re
duced by four over last February. 
Good, but still there were six. 

No cases of interferences between 
cars, either with our own, or other 
companies. This is particularly praise
worthy. 

A total of 198 accidents involved 
with automobiles. Four less than the 
same month last year, but a number 
greater than all other accidents com
bined. Automobile accidents are cost
ly ones, too. These can be reduced 
by observance of rules and constant
ly being alert and ready for both the 
expected and unexpected moves of 
motorists. 

Step Accidents: Nineteen on cars, 
and seven on motor coaches. Too 
many. Three on motor coaches indi
cate too long a step between coach 
and curb. Wonder why coach was 
not closer to curb? 

Injuries on cars (not in collision): 
Twenty-five. Nine above last Feb
ruary. Something wrong here. How 
many of these were due to sudden 
stop, starting with a jerk and round
ing curves too fast? 

Total all accidents, 278. An average 
of ten a day. Yet some Trainmen 
have gone for years without one. 
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Severe injuries are AVOIDED, and free
dom from costly claims are certain, in 

close curb stops, like the one above. 

SAFETY ADVISORYCOMMITTEE 
APPOINTED FOR APRIL 

The next meeting of the Trainmen's 
Safety Advisory Committee will be 
held Friday, April 29th, 1938, in the 
Pacific Electric Club Rooms, Los 
Angeles, commencing at 10 a.m. 

Followin g arc the members selected 
to serve on this committee for the 
month of April: 
Northern District Terminal 
C. A. Flanders . . . . . . . . . . . Pasadena 
J. D. Jeremiah . . . . . . . . Macy Street 
G. R. Attride ...... San Bernardino 
Southern District 
L. 0. Moore .... .. .. .. Los Angeles 
E. D. Whiteside .. .. .. . . Long Beach 
D. A. Martin ............ Butte Street 
Western District 
C. S. Brooks ...... West Hollywood 
L. A. Fin ley ..... Subway Terminal 
R. E. Walker ......... Ocean Park 
E. T. Peterson ............ Glendale 

This conference will be devoted to 
consideration of subjects relating to 
safety and our accident prevention 
problems, and we hope to have a pro
gram which will prove both of inter
est to you and of educational value. 

Remember, "Safety Thoughts Pro
mote Safety." 

The bright young pupil looked long 
and thoughtfully at the second ex
amination question, which read: "State 
the number of tons of coal shipped out 
of England in any given year." 

Then his brow cleared and he 
wrote: ~·so B. C.-None." 
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Steps That Will Prevent 
Most "Step Accidents 

I N LAST month's magazine we dis
cussed the boarding and alighting 

accidents, usually referred to as step 
accidents, which occurred during Jan
uary. Now let us compare the record 
of such accidents for February with 
those of January to learn if certain 
facts noted in Januat·y wet·e con
tinued through February. 

Since February is shorter than Jan 
uary by about 10%, we might reason
ably expect a similar decrease in the 
number of accidents, but such was 
not the case, as we had one mot·e in 
February than in January. 
r In ·searching for the reason for this 
increase, we note that in four reports 
the cause specified was "wet land
ing" or "wet steps". Not only are 
schedules sacrificed in stormy wea
ther to avoid an upward sut·g-e of 
accidents, but it is then most essen
tial that we resort to extreme precau
tion in every phase of handling both 
cars and passengers. 

Again the women led the male pas
sengers in the number of such mis
haps, there being 23 women to the 3 
men involved in accidents of this na
ture reported. This item gives us 
something very definite to work on. 
If we can reduce the number of wo
men who fall into or out of our cars 
and coaches, we will have the board
ing and alighting accidents ~ell un
der control. 

Here's the Test 

A good test for a Trainman when 
such an accident occurs is to ask him
self the question, "If that had been 
my wife, sister or mother, could I 
have prevented her from falling?" If 
the answer is "yes", he knows where 
the responsibility rests. 

Two of the three men who met 
with accidents were more or less un
der the influence of liquor, and, while 
our sympathy for their pains may be 
less, our responsibility for their safe 
handling is even greater than if their 
minds were clear and their limbs 
steady. 

In reading over these reports with 
a view to learning something which 
will help to prevent the same thing 
repeating, there is one item which we 
can use during the next rain. It is 
this: Have constantly in mind that 
a long step between coach and curb 
is particularly hazardous for ladies 
when the step and curb are wet. 
During that brief time when stepping 
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Severe injuries are RISKED, and claims 
that may cost thousands of dollars are in
vited, in far curb stops, like the above one. 

from coach to curb, or from curb to 
coach , there is nothing to hold to and 
if the foot about to receive the weight 
does not land full and firmly, a fall 
is almost sure to result. Make that 
step as short as conditions will per
mit. 

It all sums up to much the same 
conclusion: The Accident Anticipated 
and Watched for Seldom Happens. 

HOW FAST CAN YOU THINK? 

How many automobilists or Motor
men or Operators ever give any 
thought to their time of reaction? 

There is a period of time between 
when an operator of a vehicle sees 
trouble ahead and when he can act 
to avoid it. This is the period of 
reaction. 

This period of reaction differs very 
greatly in operators. Sometimes it 
is too brief to measure, while with 
others it is easily noticeable. These 
differences are a matter of nature, 
temperament and training. Improve
ment can be made by anyone who 
will make a study of his own reac
tions. 

The importance of this period of 
reaction is shown when we remember 
that a vehicle moving 15 miles per 
hour travels 22 feet per second. 
Scientific experiments have proved 
that the average pet·son operating a 
vehi'cle at this rate will travel 16 
feet during this period of reaction. 
This means that after the operator 
sees what is about to happen, he will 
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move toward it 16 feet before he 
can do anything to prevent it. 

As the speed of the vehicle m
creases, so does the distance it will 
travel during this "reaction period". 

Investigation of accident reports 
made by our Trainmen show that in 
many cases the bus or car moved 
but a few feet or inches after the 
collision. This indicates that these 
accidents would not have occurred if 
action had been taken by the op
erator a fraction of a second sooner. 

This period of reaction differs not 
only as between two people, but also 
as to the condition of the operator. 
No one can be as men tally and 
physically alert when tired, sick, wor
ried or angry as when in a normal 
state. Many an accident is directly 
clue to improper eating, financial wor
ry, a quarrel before going to work, or 
any other of the many things that 
interfere with the smooth flow of 
impulses between eye, brain and 
muscle. 

Most men take pride in their work. 
It is natural to want to feel that one 
is as good as, or better than, anyone 
else in his ability to handle the job. 
The only way to do this is first to 
know what should be clone, then by 
study of his operations see how 
nearly perfect he is in putting what 
he knows into practical use. 

In anything reqt11nng skill or 
ability, one never stands still. He 
either goes forward or back. No 
man should fail to check on himself 
frequently. Putting forth one's best 
efforts at all times is the price we 
must pay for improvement. 

L. A. COUNTY FAIR DATE SET 

From the management we learn 
that the L. A. County Fair will be 
held in Pomona beginning Friday, 
Sept. 16th through Sunday, Oct. 2nd. _ 
this being the seventeenth such con
sec ntive event. 

!\ $2,000,000 building and improve
ment program is progressing rapidly. 
This will add three g-reat new steel 
and concrete exhibit structures to the 
half hundred now housing the score 
or more of majo,- divisions into 
which the Fair is divided. \Vith the 
recent annexation of thirty acres, the 
beautifuliy landscaped exposition park 
now covers 250 acres. 

Last fall attendance set a new rec
ord of 650,000 and the event was na
tionaliy recognized as by far the larg
est and most beautiful county fair in 
America. 
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Says a Wise Motorman: 

AS A Motorman, I am an important 
cog in the railway, because upon 

me rests the responsibility for the 
safety of human lives entrusted in 
my care .. 

I was trained for the job; drilled 
by competent instmctors; passed a 
physical examination; my mental 
qualities were tested. 

Motorists, far less experienced and 

schooled than I, use the same high
ways. It is with them that 66o/o 
of all accidents occur. Some motor
ists are splendid drivers, but a larger 
percentage .are lacking in judgment 
and the responsibility they owe them
selves and their fellow man. 

Gone Forever 

Our Company spends thousands of 
dollars needlessly every month to pay 
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fot· accidents that should not have oc
curred. And every doliar of it is 
lost for paying wages, or creating 
improved service that would help to 
make more and better jobs. 

Analysis of practicaliy evet·y mis
hap points to the usual conclusion
the human element was in some way 
to blame. Accidents occur, not so 
mnch because of carelessness, but 
more often because we fail to think. 

I am making an honest effort to 
operate my car or train safely. 

T observe the rules. 
I regard ail intersections as danger 

points. 
I consider that evet·y motorist is a 

hazard, and have come to the con
clusion that I must contemplate, not 
only what the motorist should do, 
but also what he might do. 

Thinking of prevention before
not after-is the key to fewe r acci
dents! 

In a civil examination one of the 
questions asked was the following: 
"If a man buys an article for $12.25 
and sells it for $9.75, does he gain or 
lose by the transaction?" 

One of our modern young sweet 
things, after studying for awhile, is 
said to have given the following 
answer: "He gains on the cents, but 
loses on the dollars." 

Husband (in car): "Great Heavens! 
The engine is terribly overheated." 

Wife (calmly): "Then why don't 
you turn off the radiator?" 

Classi~ication of February, 1938 Accidents 

TRAIN SERVICE ACCIDENTS DURING FEBRUARY, 1938 
COMPARED WITH FEBRUARY, 1937 

CLASSIFICATION: Increase 
SYSTEM or 

1937 1938 Decrease 
Collisions: 

1. With Pedestrians. 10 6 4 Dec. 
2, At Rairoad Crossings (Other than Company's) .. 0 0 Same 
3. Between Cars of Company .... 5 0 5 Dec . 
4. With Vehicles and Animals ..... 202 198 4 Dec. 

5. Derailments .... 12 6 6 Dec. 
6. Equipment ... . ......... 0 0 Same 
7. Boarding Cars ........ · · ··· · · · · · · · ·· 10 8 2 Dec. 
8. Alighting from Cars .. . ... . . .. . .. 17 19 2 Inc. 
9, Injuries on Cars (Not in Collision). ··········· 16 25 9 Inc. 

10. Falling from Cars (Not purposely alightin~~:) .... 1 0 1 Dec. 
11. Doors, Gates and Guard Rails . .. . 4 3 I Dec. 
12. Ejectments and Distrubances .. .. . 4 4 Same 
13. Employees ........... 10 7 3 Dec. 
14, Miscellaneous ... .. . . . ....... . ... . ... . 3 2 1 Dec. 
15. Total-All Accidents: 

Passenger Rail . . . • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • 240 235 5 Dec. 
Motor Coach ... 31 33 2 Inc. 
Freight ........ 23 10 13 Dec. 

Total. .... 294 278 16 Dec. 

Percentage 

40.00% 

100.00% 
1.98% 

50.00% 

20.00% 
11.76% 
56.25% 

100.00% 
25.00% 

30.00% 
33.33% 

2.08% 
6.45% 

56.52% 
5.44% 
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BOWLERS IN HOME STRETCH 

Standing of Teams 
\Von Lost 

West Hollywood . . . . . . . . 64 28 
Engineers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 33 
Claim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 39 
North . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 46 
Freight Traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 51 
P. E. Club . .. .. .. .. .. .. . 39 53 
Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . 36 56 
Subway . . ........... . ...... 30 62 

With o nly five more weeks to go 
the Bowling League has deyeloped in
to a din ~-dong battle between three 
clubs, _\Vest Hollywood, Engineers 
and the Claim Department. \Vith a 
ruthlessness not to be denied, the 
Claim boys have put on a sustained 
drive that has carried them right into 
the midst of the battle and it will take 
mighty fine bowling to stop them. 
These fellows have won 11 out of 
their last 12 games. What a record! 

Davis took high series and H. 
Smith high game night of March 4. 
Swanson high series and J. Gowan
lock hi gh game on March 11; Irwin 
took high series and Art Pabst high 
game on March 18; and E. R. Smith 
garnered high series and J. Black
burn high game on March 25. 

Attendance has grown by leaps and 
bounds during the last month and the 
rooting section is something to be 
proud of. And no wonder, with such 
sterling bowlers as Gowanlock, Lati
mer, Welch, Cuccia, Smith, Barnes 
and Pont performin g, aided by the 
acrobatics of such "flashes" as Swan
son, Allen, DuBose, Worthin gton and 
the rest of the runners-up. 

They remind me of: 
JAY GOWANLOCK-The can

noneer in the picture "Buccaneer". 
What Jay couldn't have done to the 
British with his fast ball. LATIMER 
- The Rock of Gibraltar, nothing 
bothers this high class performer. 
BARNES-A whirling Dervish, his 
pirouette on one foot after letting one 
go is a classic. ERNIE PONT-A 
sharpshooter with his straight fast 
one. HASENY AGER-Should be in 
the movies, his face registering dis
gust after turning around and seeing 
a pin still standing is worth the price 
of admission. DAVIS-Must be from 
the South; he snaps his fingers like 
an edttcated crap shooter. GONZA
LEZ-That approach of his to the 
foul line-boy! that gets me. MAN
LEY-A hard-working, pin smashing 
Engineer. IRWIN-The one-armed 
wonder; what he couldn't do with 
two arms. BERT NORTON-Equa-
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nimity; nothing wipes that smile off 
his phiz. BIRMINGHAM-A duck 
about to take a bath. AL STICE
Should be in the liquid business; is 
the king of splits. H. SMITH-His 
left handed hook could go around a 
corner and still do business. KIRK
BRIDE-The rival of Goodman, his 
"hesitation'' ball is a thing of rhythm. 
BLACKBURN-The favorite of the 
feminine fans-if he could only cook. 
ALLEN-Hard ~ figure, even on a 
fast track, but he generally backs in. 
GE.O. ORR-If you're looking for 
grace, here it is; his approach and 
delivery leaves nothing to be desired. 
WILSON- When you've seen him 
you've' seen everything. LEFTY DU
BOSE - HUBER - WORTHING
TON - STOCKBERGER - MOS
IER and yours truly-just in the 
league on sufferance. Boy, if they 
ever cut the board,-but then why 
think of it. 

Seriously, this league is composed 
of the finest bunch of fellows ever 
brought together; no arguments, no 
hard feelings, all out for a good time 
and gett in g it. Come on out and see 
for yourself. 

-Don Houston, 
Bowling Scribe. 

SPORTS REVIEW PROGRAM 

In the March issue you will recall 
th e announcement that the commit
tees are really functioning, a fact well 
demonstrated at our last meeting. 

Our conservative guardian angels 
of the Budget Committee, above all 
things don't like to see their budgets 
exceeded, while the general Prize 
Committee want to make it possible 
for every sportsman who really goes 
out and tries to have a chance at a 
worthwhile prize. And no one was 
bashful about arguing their points. 

However, our orator friends, B. F. 
Manley and W . G. Knoche, were 
about equally matched .and each won 
their respective points to their mutual 
satisfaction. So, we are to have more 
prizes this year than formerly, yet the 
strain on the treasurer will not be 
any greater. How? Well our stern 
President, H. P. Bancroft, doesn't 
appoint Committees on account of 
their good looks. He knows human 
nature. 

Another one of his appointees we 
hear a lot from, but to date have seen 
little activity result, is our new Field 
Captain, Ned Rich. You probably 
know Ned had been for sometime or
ganizing a pistol team. In the past 
we have been entertained by the L. A. 
Police Pistol team, and the L. A. 
County Sheriff Pistol team, and we 
have witnessed some pretty classy 
shooting skill. But on April 13th, 
at our next regular meeting, Ned is 
going to show us what his team can 
do with a Benjamin Air Pistol. While 
yours truly doesn't promise to hold 
any lighted cigarettes in his mouth, 
or chalk in his ears for targets, I 
do feel confident the exhibition will 
be well worth witnessing. 

What sort of exhibition our Fishing 
Captain, Scott Braley, will put on to 
keep from being outdone, I have been 
unable to learn. But expect some
thing, because Scott doesn't hold his 
appointment just because he's a good 
fisherman. 

There used to be a time in our 
club when the Junior members just 
set back and wished they were in 
their dad's place, winning all those 
fine prizes. Now it's reversed. 

Dad sits back and envies the kids. 
Scott deserves all the credit, for he 
can go into the most conservative 
store downtown, sing his Kid song 
and walk out with his arms loaded 
with donated prizes. Childhood, both 
first and second, seem to go hand in 
hand. 

Br-r-r-r, don't forget May 1st, our 
annual outing to the Pacific Electric 
Camp and the opening of the trout 
season at Lake Arrowhead. 

As always, it's to be stag. While 
the trout may not be so numerous as 
in former years, they will be larger 
and will know a lot of new tricks. 
Remember most of the trout prizes 
are won on the opening day on this, 
out· most cherished outing. 

In the event you cannot get away 
for the opening celebration, try to 
make the trip within the first two 
weeks of the season, if possible. In 
all the year, you may not have an
other trip like it. 

In the meantime, weather permit
ting, there is good fishing to be had 
the year round at Lake Henshaw, 
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Crappie, Bass and Blue Gill being the 
frequen t varieties taken. 

The year book will be out this year 
much earlier than heretofore. Con
sult it careful ly to see the fine assort
ment -o f prizes offered, then go out 
and fish to win your share of them. 
With seven hundred and fifty mem
bers competing it's surprising how 
many prizes are left unclaimed on 
our shelves each year. Also, it will 
pay to patronize our advertisers. 

Again we urge-register your fish. 
They are probably as large as those 
your competitors are catching. Be
sides, there are several awards other 
than first and second prize. 

Arlie Skelton, 
Recording Secretary. 

LOS PATOS ACTIVITY BEGINS 

Our meeting of Mar. 9th featured 
Junior members, to whom we would 
call attention that we have over 25 
nice prizes for them, namely: 5 fresh 
water bass prizes, 5 trout prizes; 3 
Arrowhead Lake prizes, 5 spotted fin 
croaker, 5 corbina, 4 yellowtail, 4 
barracuda and 6 cash prizes. 

Get your "dad" to join the Club so 
you may get in. When making out 
your card print your name at the top 
of the card and state your age. 

To the ladies that fish with their 
husbands we have two loving cups
one for the largest deep sea fish and 
one for the largest surf fish caught. 
(Game fish only.) 

To those who are planning to go to 
Lake Arrowhead opening day should 
see Mr. Gonzalez and get your name 
on the line. Only about three weeks 
remain after you see this item in the 
Magazine. 

Local surf fishing is starting to pick 
up at Los Patos and by early April 
there should be some very good fish
ing. So its time to get the old rod 
out and dust her off-oil the reel, 
make some leader~ and tie some 
hooks. Happy days are here. 

Don't forget we are lined up with 
some of the best boats on the coast. 
See our year book when it comes out 
and fish with our advertisers. 

Our year book should be out by the 
time you see this in print. We urge 
that you buy from our advertisers and 
donors of prizes. These firms are en
titled to our business, so let's give as 
much as we can to them at least. 

-Scott Braley 
Field Captain. 
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Hail Our Champion! 

"FACE direct ly down the alleys, 
lookin g into the 1-3 pocket, which 

is the point I am aiming for. Heels 
against the line which marks the back 
of the approach. Three gliding steps 
forward, as the !;>all swings down, 
back and forward in a perfect arc. 
My left toe touches the finishing line 
four or five inches from the foul line, 
and the ball is thrown out just be
hind the line, starting ri ght from the 
very corner of the alley." 

The above is a recipe for the fine 
success of the best feminine bowler 
in Los Ange les, Mrs. Edna Cobb, 
wife of Ralph M. Cobb, General Line 
Foreman. 

This is a cinch, we thought. And 
just like a woman-can't keep a secret. 

So we go t an inspiration! 
Certainly if a "mere woman" can 

make an outstanding bowling success, 
and then foolishly tell just how she 
does it, what could a red-blooded he
male do by using the same procedure? 
we brilliantly concluded. 

We studied her formula for hours 
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and hours. Then took ourself to a 
bowling alley. I put into actual prac
tice every complete detail-just exact
ly as Mrs. Cobb related-and I'll be 
darned ... 
· Well, anyway, I knew all the time 

there was a "catch" somewhere. Wo
men are smart! She didn't tell ali
in fact, she only told half of her tech
nique. I proved it-cause my score 
was just half her 179! 

What's Your Average? 
Seriously, Mrs. Cobb has literally 

burned up the local alleys in recent 
months, as is attested by the fact that 
the 179 mentioned is her season's 
average to date. She has a 636 high 
series and a 255 high game, which 
are scores many aspire to, but few 
seldom achieve. Her scores to date 
make Mrs. Cobb the proud possessor 
of the distinction of having the high
est official average ever bowled by a 
woman in Los Angeles. 

Mrs. Cobb and her fine exploits 
were glowingly related in a lengthy 
article in the Bowler and Sports Re
view for April. 

She was asked the query "is it 
possibl e for women to bowl as well as 
men," to which, true to her sex, she 
voiced the qufte generally accepted 
theory that "1~en can roll the ball 
faster, but not straighter." 

Also, true to her hubby's company 
is Mrs. Cobb. With nine of her bowl
in g compatriots, she will journey soon 
to Cincinnati, there to compete in an 
internati onal bowling tournament. She 
"sold" her friends the idea of travel
ing both ways via Southern Pacific, 
which adds salesmanship to her 
talents this being the fourth time she 
has pr~vailed upon them to travel via 
the best route. 

lOth BIRTHDAY CELEBRATED 
BY P. E. WOMEN'S CLUB 

Not many weeks remain before va
cation time for the Women's Club, 
yet there are quite a number of fine 
events on programs to come. 

For instance, on April 1st, the San 
Bernardino Club ladie.s are holding 
open to entertain the Los Angeles 
Club at a luncheon, an annual affair 
which grows in popularity each year. 

April 14th is to be a costume April 
Fool Party. Each lady not in cos
tume will pay a small fine. Also, 
N orence Richie sings, which is al
ways a rare treat. 

April 28th a speaker from the All
Year Club and a motion picture by 
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the L. A. Health Department is cer
tain · to be a sure-fire program. 

March lOth, the Women's Club 
passed another mile-stone, as we cele
brated our lOth birthday in the lovely 
garden of the Club room. The Com
mittee responsible for the outstanding 
success of this party were Mrs. C. 
L. Curle, Mrs. W. A. Bishop, Mrs. E. 
W. McDaniels, Mrs. F. S. Wiemer, 
Mrs. H. Johnson, Mrs. L. E. Murphy 
and Mrs. F. M. Hart. 

There were 78 members and guests 
gathered at beautifully decorated 
tables with lovely spring flowers and 
favors of tiny sun dials and little dolls 
in ·party dress. Our guests, Messrs. 
Vickrey, Thornburn and Giebel each 
gave short talks that were delightful
ly received. 

The theme of the party was the 
"Sun Dial", the message being en
titled "I count none but sunny hours", 
delivered, inimatably, by Mrs. W. A. 
Bishop. Mrs. H. W. Fuller sang two 
lovely songs, "Thank God for a Gar
den", and "A Brown Bird is Singing", 
accompanied by Mrs. Ethel Booth. 

On February 24th a member who 
has done much for our Club was hon
ored with the title of "Aunt Martha" 
of the P . E. Women's Club. This dear 
little lady is none other than Mrs. 
Haulsman, and as it was her birthday, 
Mrs. Murphy presented her with a 
gardenia corsage and birthday card. 

A period of silence was observed by 
our Club for members who have 
passed on. 

A written message was sent to our 
Mother Spencer, wishing her speedy 
recovery. 

Mrs. Booth announced an operetta 
"The Lucky Kade", to be given the , 
latter part of April with full chorus 
and orchestra, inviting all Club mem
bers to join her chorus. 

The Women's Club are the proud 
possessors of new song books and we 
christened them by havin g a com
munity sing led by Mrs. Booth. 
~uesday, April 19th, the Club 

journeys to Huntington Library. 
May 12th, Election of officers and a 

good program assured. 
May 2oth, Installation of new 

officers. 
-Mrs. W. A. Hasty, Official Scribe 

"Hello! Is this the city bridge de
partment?" 

"Yes, what can we do for you?" 
"How many points do you get for 

a little slam?" 
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WALTER WATCHALL QUOTES 
SOME .FAMOUS PEOPLE 

Some people prefer Trout fishing 
on May first. I would much rather 
stay home and cut the lawn.-Dave 
Porter. 

Although Easter Outfits are much 
cheaper this year, I prefer to wear 
last year's.-Henrietta Smith. 

Parting my hair in the middle 
makes me look younger.-George 
Koltz. 

Attachment plugs on each seat of 
the Red cars, so a fellow could shave 
with his electric razor on the way to 
work in the morning, would save time 
for the business man.-Dale (Itchy) 
1'-Tyde. 

I would gladly represent the U. S. 
in the two mile run at the Tokio 
Olympic games if they ·would run it 
down hiii.-Gus Guercio. 

Horses may not be school teachers, 
but they have taught a lot of people 
a lesson.-Victor Wester burg. 

One thing about being single, you 
arc not so apt to be double crossed.
Miss H. Bettis. 

I was begged to be a judge at the 
Venice Bathing Beauty Parade, but 
was not interested. I rejected a most 
lucrative offer.-Bob Labbe. 

A greater part of what I am today 
r owe to my feet.-Roy Swanson. 

If I could only find some one else 
who likes the "Angels," then they 
would be two of us.-Charles Sein. 

I think it is fine for ML White to 
be a grand father, but I don't think 
he should gush baby talk to the help 
in the office.-Ciara Haskins. 

Clubs are effect ive. My father 
showed me the good influence of them 
when I was 1·eal young.-N. Vickrey. 

STAMP COLLECTOR'S DATA 

The Ecuador Stamps, honoring our 
Constitution. have arrived, fourteen 
of them, priced at about $1.25. The 
process used in printing them is the 
same as that employed by Honduras 
some weeks ago, but the design seems 
to show the fla g to a better advantage. 
Singles may be available later, but 
single, or set, the stamp is an asset. 

We saw an exhibit of a complete 
collection of Norway last week. 95% 
of which is within the means of the 
average collector, if good used copies 
are employed. There are approximate
ly 250 major varieties to acquire and 
much interest may be found in color 
varieties and dyes. 

The biggest news at home is the 
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APRIL P. E. CLUB BULLETIN 

Sat., April 9th: 
Regular monthly meeting P. E. 

Agent's Assn .-7:45 p. m . 
Tues., April 12th: 

Regular semi-monthly meeting of 
the P. E. American Legion-8 p. m. 
Wed., April 13th: 

P. E. Rod & Gun Club in regular 
monthly meeting-7:45 p. m. 
Thurs., April 14th: 

April Fool party of P. E. Women's 
Club-! :30 p. m. Special entertain
ment prog1·am. Come in costume. 
Fri., April 15th: 

Monthly Dance of the P. E. Club-
8 :30 p. m. Largest attendance in sev
eral years last month. Excellent 
music. Come, and bring your friends. 
Wed., April 20th: 

Regular monthly meeting of the 
P. E. Masonic Club-7:30 p. m. Join 
the dinner group at the P. E. Club 
Cafe. You will enjoy a splendid din
ner and meet many of your friends. 
Thurs., April 21st: 

P. E. Women's Club afternoon card 
party-! :30 p. m. 
Tues., April 26th: 

P. E. American Legion in semi
monthly meeting-8:00 p. m. 
Thurs., April 28th: 

Afternoon meeting of P. E. Wo
men's Club-1 :30 p. m. 
Fri., April 29th: 

:Monthly Safety Advisory meeting, 
commencing at 10 :00 a. m. 
Thurs., May 5th: 

P. E . Women's Club afternoon card 
party- ! :30 p. m. 
Tues., May lOth: 

Semi-monthly meeting of th e P. E. 
Ame1·ican Legion-8:00 p. m. 
Wed., May 11th: 

Regular monthly meeting of the 
P. E . Rod & Gun Club-7:45p.m. 

passage of a law permitting the re
production of our U. S. Stamps. Such 
reproduction must be much larger, 
or much smaller than the stamp as 
issued by the Government, according 
to specifications. 

A la1·ge amount of work has been 
expended to secure this privilege and 
it is hoped that it will not be abused. 
It has been some years since the Gov
ernment wrote a law intended to stop 
the practice of privately perforating 
or altering stamps as originally issued 
and while too many laws will restrict 
the hobby more than it can stand, 
those mentioned here are greatly ap
preciated by the collector, as well as 
by the merchant. 

-F. N. Compton 
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SUBWAY TERMINAL NOTES 
By W. F. Servranckx 

On March 2nd, Conductor Joseph 
Randall had the misfortune of losing 
his daughter-in-law and six-year-old 
grand son, as well as his home badly 
damaged by the storm. To the be
reaved family, on behalf of Lodge No. 
448 and the Subway Trainmen, we ex
tend our s incere sympathy. 

C. L. Morrell parked his car in a 
shall we say, unchecked territory the 
other day, and when he returned, said 
car had been displaced. "Slick," as he 
is affectionately called at the Subway, 
made reports to the police and swore 
he'd find the car before the day was 
over. To show you how great a de
tective he is, he did find it. Not in the 
block where he thought he left it, 
but where he actually left it. And all 
this, one week before taking his ex
aminations! 

Demarest says that during rainy 
season, Conductors should have as a 
part of their equipment, a swim suit. 
He had to go out flagging on th e 
morning of March 3rcl, while water 
was more than two feet deep on the 
tracks at Centinella Avenue. And to 
top it all. one L. L. Lanning report
eel to Mrs. Demarest that he was last 
seen at Del Rey. However, when the 
train left we took him along and he 
spent the day in the Subway wrapped 
around a radiator getting dry. 

R. L. DeMoss has been seen trying 
out several poses, sitting, standing. 
and even lying down . It has been 
generally agreed by our committee of 
judges that he seems to fit best in 
the one suggesting that famous statue 
known as "The Thinker." 

Now that Bro. A. E. Brown, Ocean 
Park, is our Entertainment Commit
teeman. you may expect real enter
tainment am· time. Give him vou; 
support boys. · 

Conductor L. Flower just returned 
from a trip to Chicago with his fami
ly. All reported a good trip. 

Vve learn Conducto r Demarest is 
the latest addition to the students of 
those two well-known instructors of 
the "School of Mother Nature," none 
other than Daniel Keeley and James 
Goodman. After showing off his tie 
and socks, he tried to be an adonis 
by showing his new trunks, but we 
have heard that Prof. Dan says: 
"nothing doing, you either live up to 
the rules of the school, or out you 
O"Q ,, 

"' That great man Walter Spangler 
has been showing some of our best 
Motormen just how to operate those 
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big red trains. Atta boy vValt, you 
tell them. Not to be outdone b:, 
Walt, Tony Huber is also learnin5 
how; says there is a difference. 

o ne so vou can tie it under your 
chin. -

Says Burdsall : 

Charlie D. Hunt is now qualified 
as a bus driver and with that new 
cap and leather jacket. some class we 
say. Good luck. C. D. 

Conductor Van Nice doesn't seem 
to like the new style caps. While tak
ing in the beautiful scenery of the 
Atwater district, going over the Los 
Angeles river, away goes his nice new 
cap to the fishes. Suggest friend wife 
sew a co upl e of ribbons on the new 

Our deepest sympathy to Motorman 
Servranckx, whose mother passed 
away at Antwerp, Belgium, on March 
22nd. 

Our good friend Jack Church, is 
now a married man. Jack you are 
old enough to know that life begins 
at forty. Don't forget the cigars. 

Anyone wishing to see what a well 
dressed bus driver should wear see 
Kid Morrell some Sunday in Glen
dale. 

We wonder if J. R. Groom was to 
ge t married, if his wife could break 

Saving on 
Auto Insurance 

(to employees) 

Call or write 

J. S. LOVEYS 
General Insurance 

Auto-Fire-Life-Burglary-Accident 

606 South Hill Street TRinity 8738 

DAYTON THOROBRED TIRES 
The Premium Tire at a Non-Premium Price! 

Brake Service Batteries 

Radios Accessories 

Show Your Pass or Club Card 

We number hundreds of P. E. employees among 

our pleased patrons 

Credit, if Desired 

MORGAN &: BURR, INC. 
1038 E. Olympic Blvd. (E. 9th St.) TRinity 5366 
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him of talking to himself; also change 
his by-word. 

DeMoss is raising quite a menag
erie. He has 118 chicks, 22 goats, 
150 rabbits and 75 pigeons. What 
next, Robert? 

J. Eastwood was a man without a 
terminal due to a misunderstanding of 
bumps. He is now back at home with 
his hair combed as usual. 

The Fortner Brothers are now on 
the Extra Board, and are things lively 
along with Homer Miller. 

E. M. Adams is now a regular job 
man. The proud possessor of 905. 

We are glad to hear that Jimmy 
Goodman is improving and will soon 
be back on the job. Not so many 
do-nuts the next time, Jim. 

We have four more good looking 
bus drivers -this month, namely: Con
ductors Hand, "\Nilson and Hammack 
and Mot~rman Church. Glendale gets 
all the breaks. 

Rod & Gun Club members please 
remember that trout season is just 
one month away; the first day trip 
will soon roll around. All members 
are urged to be at the next meeting, 
the second Wednesday of April. 
Those wishin g to go on the P. E. 
Camp trip be sure and come so as to 
register. There will be many addit
ional new prizes to shoot for this 
season. Let's make this the best year 
and don't let any prizes go unclaimed. 
No matter how small the fish is 
register it. ' 

Motor Coach Operators remember 
the new license. Also black-neck-ties 
for everyone on April 1st. 

6TH & MAIN TERMINAL 
By G. B. Brown 

Late last month yours truly was 
selected to be this Terminal's news 
c~rrespondent, succeeding our good 
fnend, Leo Goodman. We'll do our 
~1Umble best, and ask your kind help 
111 order that all the news of the 
month may be recorded. 
. Here is what we gathered hastily 
111 the short time that remained to 
mak~ this issue after receiving the 
apno111tment: 

F. S. Burt returned to the iob last 
month after a hospital siege from an 
appendicitis operation. He had the 
distinction (?) of being the first em
ployee-patient to be assigned to the 
St. Vincent's Hospital and is loud in 
his praise of the fine treatment he 
received. 

F. D. Knox, Conductor, Newport 
line, seized upon the flood damage to 
south coast beach rails as an oooor
tune time to take a thirty-day leave 
of absence to visit his former home 
Pittsburgh ' 

The boys of the Santa Ana line are 
having headaches and writer's cramos 
these days-taking examinations for 
single track operation. 

Our friend Jimmy Mullins is hav
ing luck these days-but all of it is 
bad. He bought ·a new cap, tan 
shirt and tie, and now can't find a 
bus to drive. Awow! Awow! 

R. C. Church has been under the 
weather recently and has taken a sick 
leave. 
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EYES 
EXAMINED GLASSES 

Bifocals Trifocals 
Far - - - ----,Near 

Vision 
F ar- T ntermediate-N ear 

Vision 

30 DAY TRIAL 
ON APPROVAL 12 WEEKS 

TO PAY 

SPECIAL GROUP RATES TO EMPLOYEES 
Show Pass or Club Card 

Bargain on Sun Glasses! 

Bosch & Lomb Crooke's Glasses and 

frames at $1.50---,about half the regular 

price. 

Guaranteed of highest quality; free from 

distortion; give true color reflection and 

complete relief from sun glare. 

Owned and Operated 

DR. WALTER F. MORRISON 
OPTOMETRIST 

at the 

FAMOUS DEPARTMENT STORES 
Los Angeles 

530 So. Main 

Glendale 
Brand & Harvard 

Long Beach 
6th & Pine 

Pasadena 
268 E. Colorado 
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TORRANCE SHOPS 
Willis M. Brooks 

Believe it or not fellows, but our 
silver-tongued PBX operator, Alma 
Nixon, (nee Merritt) is a grand
mother. 

A baby girl was presented to her 
son Dale, by his charming little wife, 
Betty, on Tuesday, February 22. To 
hear Alma talk, one would almost 
think she did it. 

Ralph Mohr, Air-brake Machinist, 
is off on sick leave. His address is 
897 West Vernon. 

In the heyday of Torrance, a land 
company was formed, known as the 
Keystone Land Company. Carlton 
B. Bell, oft-times a correspondent in 
these columns, was one of the found
ers. After the lapse of more than a 
decade, there is a chance to cash in. 
We learn from the Torrance Herald 
that the land has been leased for 
oil. Here's hoping she comes in 
strong, Carlton. 
Homer Gosney of the Air-Controller 

Dept., after approximately. 40 ye~rs of 
railroad service, has submitted h1s re- · 
tirement papers. We hear also that 
Arthur Buckley, Electrical Machinist, 
Henry Bates, Cabinet Maker, and 
Gusto£ T. Johnson, Carpenter, con
template retirement. If the report be 
true, we hope you all will live lon g 
in the enjoyment of your well-earned 
leisure. Our best wishes and congrat
ulations are yours. 

Tony Zahradnik, leader in the Air 
Test Room, is very conservative, and 
at times a little too matter of fact. 
Good lu~k and signs may be all right 
for the other fellow, but a dollar in 
the hand is worth a balloon full of 
promises, to Tonv. 

Busily at work at the test rack, his 
glance fell to the floor and there lay 
three one dollar bills. Tony grinned 
and opened a valve. Something must 
have got in his eye. In spite of him
self however, his glance again fell to 
the 'floor and the bills were still there. 
Hum! Should he bite or not! He would 
bite, and with a swift grab he swooped 
the billg into his hand. They were 
real. Something screwy about this, 
but he had the money. The joke, 
whatever it was, was going to be on 
the other fellow. He looked casually 
around the room. 

McGuire the only other occupant 
of the sma'll room, had seen the pick 
up. "Well, what do you .. know about 
that" he exclaimed. Whose arc 
the;?" Tony stuck them into his 
pocket. "Whose ever they are, they're 
not yours " he said. And that's thatl 

Whose ~re they? How did they get 
on the floor of the small test room 
where travel is very meager. No one 
has claimed them to date and the 
shops generally know of them. Tony 
now believes in luck and carries a 
charm against the evil eye . . 

Torra•ni:e forces are revamping 15-
600 class cars for service on the San 
Fernando Line by re-winding the 
motors for greater speed. New larger 
fields and improved headlights. Also 
trombone whistles are being installed. 
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The sympathy of the Shop is ex
pressed for Harry Hillier, of the Car
penter Shop, whose wife recently was 
called; and for William Blackmur of 
the Machine Shop, whose father pass
ed on at the age of 88 years. 

Henry Hogan is again in print. He 
was featured in this Magazine a num
ber of years ago as an example of 
dexterity and skill in handling our 
heavy car wheels, which Henry toss
ed around .as if toys. This time, how
ever, its another story. Henry at
tempted to pass a car directly ahead 
of him with another car approaching. 
Considerable speed was required, but 
Henry's car had what it takes. So 
did the other two cars. They were 
both radio police cars. 

Henry is no longer in a hurry. 
William D. Parker is again at work 

having graduated from the expert 
care of Dr. Weber at the hospital. 
He says he feels fine and fit as a 
fiddle. 

Watch the Los Angeles Times for 
caricatures of "Rubber Faced" Bob 
M usulin of the Mill. A Times photo
grapher carne down and took eight 
or ten pictures of Bob in different 
facial poses. The photographer claims 
Bob has all the movie rubber faces 
skinned a mile. 

li 

And so we go to print with another 
base on balls from Torrance. 

ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT 
Geo. Perry 

Ah Spring, Ah Spring-
Thou art a lovely thing. 

How can I write a word below 
With you tugging at my elbow ? 

We've a guest this balmy day-
'Tis a maiden fair,-I'll say! 

"Flo" Haldeman will wield the pen 
While you and I commune-Ahem. 

Geo. Perry. 

Stopped for a friendly chat with 
Geo. Perry several days ago. Result: 
George has another thirty day leave 
from his duties as columnist. Don't 
know how it happened, but one min
ute the suave Mr. Perry had the col
umn-the next minute it was rninP.. 

We were all greatly shocked to 
hear of the death of Mr. James Golds
worthy March 25th. Mr. Goldswor
thy retired six months ago, and his 
many friends regret he had so littlP. 
time to enjoy his leisure. We all ex-

90 DAYS TO PAY 
CUSTOM TAILORED SUITS 

Limited Easter Special 

All Wool $2 8 50 Individually Tailored 

Suits ordered now ready for Easter 

Show your pass or Club Card 

TUCKER & CARLSON 
542 So. Spring St. 

Swedish Tailors 
Union 
Made 

MUtual 5822 

GRAHAM & ISBELL 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

915 WEST WASHINGTON STREET 

PRospect 5590 PRospect 5501 

Our prices to P. E. Employees and their dependents always 

assures them of a better Service for less money than they can 

obtain elsewhere. 



18 

tend deepest sympathy to Mrs. Golds
worthy, Ethel and Don. 

March Vacations 
Florise Appel, Olive Rhode and 

Elizabeth Bracke tt, at home. 
Bertha Salisbury-San Francisco. 

Frank Screech says the milk bus busi
ness struck a new low since Bertha 
went away. 

Clarence and Mrs. Williams-La 
Veta Hot Springs. (1937 vacation.) 

John G. Brown-stayed at home 
and planted his annual potato crop. 

F. D. Wilson-takin g a leave of ab
sence. Intends to stay home and rest 
and rest. 

Ben Butle1· retired March 31 st. His 
friends in the Auditor's office present
ed him with a Philco radio. Attached 
was a "RUSH" tag with the si gna
tures of the donors. 

Mr. Butler was no slouch in show
ing his appreciation and kissed all the 
girls goodbye-that is-almost ali-I 
understand there was a lack of co
operation in one instance. Not men
tionin g any names, but G. R. doesn't 
stand for Grand Rapids. 

Cloyde McBride has a little daugh
ter-Loretta Mae-6 lbs, . 9 ozs., born 
March 26th. Cloyde a! ways has a 
nice smile for everyone, but since 
Loretta Mae 's arrival it has been ex
tra special. 

Con12:ratulations Cloyde. 
On March 23rd Arnold Northrup 

and Miss Marie Carney were married. 
Mrs. Northrup is from Chicago, Ar
nold's home town. We all wish them 
good luck and happiness. 

George Chrystal has been very busy 
lately entertaining an old friend who 
recently returned to Los Angeles. 

Anyone interested in the new oiled
silk bathing suits, contact Helen Ma
loney-but please don't mention this 
column. 

Highlights of the recent "flood": 
Ruby Binkley returned home one 

i1i ght to find her house, pet cat 
"Oofty Goofty," and clog "Pup," 
completely surrounded by water. A 
kind man-on a raft-volunteered his 
services-paddled over to the house 
and finally came forth with: a dress 
for Ruby, tied around his waist, Oofty 
Goofty under one arm and Pup under 
the other. Pup was a gentleman and 
appreciated everything, but Oofty, as 
dry land was nearing, made a flying 
leap and disappeared into thin air. 
After some time spent in frantic 
searchin g, mostly under water, Oofty 
Goofty was spied sittin g calmly by 
on a telephone pole. 

Opal Tucker and Dorothy Little
field hitch-hiked in from Monrovia. 
Dicl'nt miss a clay at the office. 

The Mautz plantation in Covina 
was under wate1·, and there was one 
day Catherine couldn't make it to 
the office. Catherine devotes her 
leisure time to soft-bal1, not fancy 
swimming. 

Herman Grenke forded Compton 
Creek on a pair of crutches. He savs 
it was not later than 9 o'clock "at 
night-and it really was Compton 
Creek 

Several of us spent the morning of 
March 2nd touring over the P. E. 
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system trying to keep ahead of the 
latest "washout". As we crossed La 
Cienaga bridge we spied Hessel Van
der Zee wading across La Cienaga 
Blvd., up to his waist in water. It 
took him 4 hours to get to work, but 
he finally made it. 

MOTOR TRANSIT COMPANY 
By M. J. Creamer 

There have been many changes in 
positions recently. Bid, bid, who's 
got the bid, has been the battle cry 
for the last two we eks, but every one 
has finally settled down and can now 
find their desk when they come to 
work each morning. 

George's Girl "Friday". 

WHAT flood? Wasn't in Southern 
California, was it? A witty passen
g er sized up the situation at the time 
in a nutshell by the fol1owing wire 
sent from our station: 

"Slightly damp (stop) waiting for 
an ark (stop) Expect me when (sign
ed) Noah." 

Motor Transit steps to the fore in 
every emergency and is deserving of 

. OFFICIAL 
DENTAL DEPARTMENT 

Pacific Electric Railway & Motor Transit Company 

Convenient term payments by pay roll deductions 

• 
Owned and operated by 

DR. BEN A. PATTON 
• 

DR. HENRI H. VOSS 
Associate Dental Surgeon 

826 Pacific Electric Bldg. TUcker 7272 

THANK YOU! 
We appreciate the patronage you are favoring us with and 

will continue to merit your support, so needed to maintain 

present quality and prices. 

P. E. CLUB CAFE 
CHAS. J, KEKICH, Manager 

Are Your Wages Guaranteed? 

ACCIDENT AND SICKNESS POLICY 

OFFERED EXCLUSIVE FOR 

PACIFIC ELECTRIC and MOTOR TRANSIT EMPLOYEES 
MASSACHUSETTS BONDING AND INSURANCE COMPANY 

WM. L. THOMAS, AGENCY 408 Pershing Square Building 
See Agents at Terminal• 

J. J, HULL, Southern-Northern J. B. DOUGHER. Weatem 

or P. A. DuBOSE. at P. E. Club 

or Phone TRinity 3526 
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he r mtdal. vVhen the rail lines were 
swept away and other transportation 
cnppled, th~ four wheels kept rollin g 
to most pomts. Folks were mighty 
~lad to get any means of transporta
tiOn. We made a lot of new friends 
many of whom passed words of prais~ 
regardmg drivers and the courteous 
treatment shown them and for their 
patience in answerin g ' the unending 
s tream of questions. Everyone con
nected with the angle of bus trans
portation was on his own, helping 
o th ers out. All this unsolicited words 
of commendation were welcome. We'll 
always be there to get the nassengers 
through somehow, when perhaps what 
many term (the faster means of trans
portation) fails. 

Poking my nose around in other 
people's bjziness-AWOW! AWOW! 

Operator Burl G. Mayo heard re
marking: "If you could only cook-" 
Whasamatter, is love cooling? 

Operator A. M. Spillsbury slashing 
away, "I have been waiting for over 
a year to see my name in print and 
YOU had to give me that kind' of a 
write-up (referring to last month's 
yarn). "I'd like to get my hands on 
the guy that said that!" (Well-I'll 
never tell!. However, lots of us think 
you're a swell guy!) 

Operator "Earl Byrd" (one for Rip
ley) will soon have his new store 
teeth, both upstairs and downstairs
and boy, oh boy! Gimme a steak . . . 
(well, try one anyway-they're de
licious). 

Bob Griffith is buying a home with 
a yard around it n'everything . . . 
planning on doing plenty of outside 
work. Better plan for a work out if 
you accept any of hi s invitations for 
dinner. 

Joe DePron (Firestone man in our 
shop) says he has repaired 99,991 tires 
since he went into business. 

Betcha Radcliffe would have a 
hellva time getting into his 1917-19 
uniform now (carbon copy to Ro
rick)! 

E. W . Swanson (Spress Agt.) has 
the world's largest thermometer
come take a looksie! Some fun, t'will 
be this summer to see the gadget 
climbing up to the 98-102 degrees 
freezing point. 

Ira Junkins (Janitor) is sporting a 
new pai1· of trousers with knife-edge 
crease derived from "muscling in" on 
the earnings of our Reel Cap. 

We're g-lad to have ML Peters (Ba g
gage Clerk) back with us after being 
off for ove1· twc, weeks (an operation 
for a knee injury was performed). 

Stanley Moore (Car Cleaner) cor
nered Fred D'Arcy (Dispatcher) and 
asked him how cOJne he looked so 
tired and was getting grey. Fred told 
him "If you had some of the deals I 
had to deal with you'd be grey. too." 
The comeback was "Walter Deal?" 
(Apologies, m'pal-I only heard!) 

Jim Tucker, Clerk, was planning an 
anniversary party at the Biltmore 
Hotel, but when we started the gos
sip that everyone was welcome-he 
says he may give up the idea and 
go look at some wild flowers up 
around Kern county. Oh well .. . 

Speaking of flowers, you should see 
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and now a 

Plus 
FOR 

REWARD 
THRIFT 

ALL of us know, of course, that Thrift always has earned its own reward 
... and a generous one. 

Now comes Coast Mutual with a plus reward for Thrift ... a new type of 
pass-book account titled THRIFT REWARD INSTALLMENT INVEST
MENT CERTIFICATES ... and it means just what its title implies-a 

real reward for Thrift. 

And that plus reward is something to think about, for it amounts to just 

25% increased interest for each six-months' saving period . , , an actual 
bonus of I% interest IN ADDITION TO the regular 4% paid to investors 
generally. 

If you had a chance to boost your wages or salary 25% you'd grab 
it. Here's a chance to make your savings earn 25% more for you. 
And there's just one simple, easy thing to do to get started: Sit down 
tonight and decide upon a definite amount that you can save regularly, as 
for instance, each month. Not too much. BUT, set on a certain figure 
that you can stick to, regularly. 

Tomorrow, call at Coast Mutual for your Pass-Book, in which will be 

entered your initial deposit, which will begin earning at once, the 4o/o 
regular interest, plus a I% bonus ... or 25% increase over the regular 
interest, compounded every six months. 

Simple, easy, SURE ... for savings with Coast Mutual are fully protected 
by FEDERAL INSURANCE. 

Don't forget . .. you've a date tomorrow with Coast Mutual. 

All funds invested by the lOth of the month bear interest from the 1st. 
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CONVENIENT LOCATION 

Busses to many points of 
the city pass our ground 
floor location, and principal 
street car lines are one 
block away. 

The COAST MUTUAL Building-Loan Assn. 
· Comer 8th and Olive Streets Telephone V Andike 8131 

THE SOONER YOU PLAN YOUR FUTURE-THE BETTER YOUR FUTURE WDJ, BE. 
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the new hat Mrs. Tucker is wearing 
She makes 'em. A new one nearly 
every day ... Never a dull moment 
when she brushes in the depot. Op
erator Tribble and Doc Denton (Den
ton's Pharmacy here) delight in ex
changing stories. The laughter re
sounds from all points in the depot. 

Guy Rhinard recently returned from 
a trip to Fresno via Greyhound where 
he visited his uncle. Came back with 
money in his p.Jcket and a pay-check 
untouched waiting for him ... Pros
perity, yah-sure! (No, buddy, he can't 
spare a dime-he's just taken up a 
collection to buy a crate of cheese for 
Mickey Mouse!) 

Wonder what J. M. Smith would 
look like with a shock of black curly 
hair and a Ronald Coleman mus
tache? 

Correction to last month's yarn -
Delete paragranh about Strong not 
smoking. He's burning up again I 

Some say that the reason Geo. J ehl 
(Agent) nlans to buy furniture f<?r 
his spare bedroom (now a den) ts 
that he snores so loud! Wouldn't a 
muffler be cheaper? 

We shall now deliver a sermon
the story-and give reference to the 
Ten Commandments; (Nos. 8 and 9). 
All readv? Anyway, the truth is out! 
Jim Tucker agreed to let ......... . 
wash and polish his car for $3.00 and 
promised to huv the polish, giving
............ $1.00 to bu:v the polish. 
........... : says the polish cost him 
$1.02 so Tucker paid him the differ
ence, and after the job was done, he 
not only paicl him the $3.00 but gave 
him an additional fiftv-cent bonus. 
THEN CAME THE STORM! 

Tucker saw the polish on sale for 
69c-and the interview started. . .... 
........ 's declaration of $1.02 still 
stood. but after repeated bomb-shells 
the 33c (differenrf') was surrendered. 
The question is WHO gypped who? 
Or was the 33c for lunch money. not 
included in the expenses? Perhaps we 
shall turn the entire matter over to 
the Deacon at Stanley's church so 
that he may hand down a decision in 
the matter! 

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 
By Ray Cragin 

We regret to report the passing of 
0. L. Howard, who, until his retire
ment five years ago, was a member of 
the Purchasing and Stores Denart
ment. His death occurred at his home 
in Glendale on March 2nd. Since his 
retirement he had been in poor hP.alth. 
Services werP. held on March 5th at 
the Baptist Church in GlPndale. The 
large attenoance wa~ evidP.nce of his 
many friends. To Mrs. Howard and 
family we extend our sympathy. 

Roy Ewing was re-Plectecl President 
of the Venice High Night School and 
was installed in office on March 22nd. 
His good work the preceding year 
caused him to be chosen again. 

Earl McCall is unholcling the good 
name of the Pacific Electric in the 
golf tournament heing s'ae:ed by the 
Ele~tric Club. We're figuring on him 
being at or near the top. 
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James Livermore was recently elect
ed recording secretary of the Parents' 
Auxiliar) of the Junior Musicians of 
America. 'Tis said James really knows 
his notes. 

"Two Gun" Cain, the Lone Ranger 
of the Stationery Store, says his prin
ciples are the same as that of the 
Lone Ranger. He has put up notes 
around the alfalfa fields in Antelope 
Valley that he will be out next month 
and believes in giving the rabbits a 
fair chance. 

A girl just doesn't know what to 
do. Just when Miss Ruth Batsch is 
about to step into wedlock the Differ
ential Picture Company comes along 
and offers her the part of Pinky Oha
ha in "Coming With the Ice." 

The following news comes from 
Torrance: 

William Jolley, the Chemical Gar
den exper~. is meeting with poor 
success. His garden is dying away. 
He does not say that there is "fowl" 
play afoot, but the boy in the oil 
house, who handles a lot of chemicals, 
is growing string beans four and five 
inches in as many days. 

Fred Hopkins has been seen wan
dering around the streets with a de
jected, dismayed look. Some of the 
natives thought it was due to his 
birthday on April 3rd, but my detec
tive, Peek-a-Boo, tells me that the 
Navy is gone for six weeks and the 
sailor boys are Fred's pals. 

Signs of Spring have hit Torrance. 
Miss A. Barrett was seen looking- at 
new cars; Tom Wilkes dusted off his 
top hat and swallowtail coat with the 
Torrance election in the offing; hopes 
to be mayor. Burt Ordway has re
strung his bow and arrow !or a trip 
into the Torrance mountains; Head
man McCall has a spring cold; Cliff 
Rupple was trying to fix his car, but 
when he got under it the ashes from 
that big cigar got in his eyes; Les 
Dolen was going around with sulphur 
and molasses, wanting to give every 
one a tonic; Will Lock refused, said 
he preferred his the year around. 

"In the Bag Cap Gun Kitto" says 
the wise people build at Los Patos. 
His brother HAD a cabin in the 
Santa Ana Canyon, but when last seen 
was passing Catalina Island. 

The heavy fogs that have been 
hanging over Torrance the last sever
al weeks have left a large lake be
tween the main store and the track 
store. Last year Storekeeper McCall 
would only furnish a bathing suit and 
water wings for transportation, but 
this year he has hewed out an old 
cedar pole for a canoe and Charles 
Stock and John Jackson can be seen 
daily crossing the lake singing "Sail
in~r O'ver the Bounding .Main." 

Cliff Curle returned to his native 
land last month, that is, to San Ber
nardino. His purpose was to attend 
the Orange Show. When he went to 
enter the show they wanted to throw 
him into a tub of sheep dip. When 
he asked why, they said "you're a 
friend of a guy who has termites and 
we're not taking any chances." 

Cap. Carr, Storekeeper at Macy 
Street, was another who lost his cabin 
in the Santa Ana flood. Cap says the 
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next time he will build an ark and 
then he can use his navigating abili
ty and land it after the flood. 

PASADENA TERMINAL NOTES 
By L. (Tony) Tonopolsky 

Effective March 20th, R. H. Burge, 
R. L. Hall and R. A. Moore were tem
porarily laid off. This same date, H. 
A. Butcher, M. W. Raatz, J. L. Finni
cum, P. E. Holmes, M. Tallman and 
H. B. Voelker were transferred to 
Macy street. We hope they will be 
recalled very shortly. 

In the early hours of March 20th, 
L. J. Heim called the Terminal Fore
man to have his run filled, as he hadn't 
had any sleep all night. The reason 
was a new heir to the Heim fortune . 
Mother and son are doing nicely. Con
gratulations and best wishes to the 
happy family. 

Our genial John Stoddard, a Scotch
man, celebrated St. Patrick's Day in 
a manner he will never forget. Being 
a native of Scotland, John became a · 
full fledged naturalized American citi
zen on St. Patrick's Day. Congratula
tions, John. 

Conductor and Mrs. Harley Haver
ick's son Russell, has selected the 
early part o1 June to take unto him
self a wife, the bride being the pop
ular Virginia Haller of Los Angeles 
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Russell is one of the up and coming 
young men in the movie industry. 
(My wife just tells me: "Boy! I 
wouldn't let you work in a movie 
studio!" However, congratulations to 
the Haverick family and our hearty 
welcome to Virginia. 

Jim Kelley, who has been confined 
to his home for the past several 
months with an infected foot, is show
ing some improvement, but is getting 
pretty lonesome. I'm sure Jim would 
appreciate a visit from any of the 
boys at any time. Perk up Jim, you'll 
soon be herding the Birney out Colo
rado Street. 

After 37 years of continuous service 
John Shuster resigns on April 1st to 
take advantage ot retirement privi
leges, which he justly deserves. John's 
resignation date may be April fool's 
day, but he said, from now on I'm 
going to enjoy every minute of the 
day, and that's no fooling. We hope 
so, John, and may your days be 
many . and happy. 

Dean Gardner, who has been a pat
ient at the Veterans' Hospital in San 
Fernando for the past year and a 
half, recently paid us a visit, which 
was a treat to all who saw him. Dean 
has gained 22 lbs. and feels much bet
ter, and looks fine, too. Incidentally, 
it was Dean's birthday, so we take 
this opportunity to say many happy 
returns of the day T1ean, and here is 

SAVE---Life Insurance at Cost 
Through Southern Pacific 

Employees' Mutual Benefit Assn. 

(Organized in 1880) 

P. E. and M. T. employees eligible 
Monthly Rates $1.00 to $2.50 per $1.000 

No increase as you grow older 
Rates unchanged on leaving the service 

Pay Roll Deductions 

W. K. SCHOFIELD 
District Representative 

1010 Oviatt Bldg. Phone: Company Local 2662 

Our Accident Policies 
Pay from First Day 

We Are Pleased that So Many of You 
Are Buying Your Health and Accident 
Insurance on Our Pay Roll Deduction Plan 

WHY? 
CLAIMS PAID PROMPTLY 

Pacific: Mutual Life Insurance Go. 

523 W. 6th St. 

A. N. Boulton, Sales Manager 
Railroad Division 

MUtual3311 
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hoping to see you back on the job 
soon. 

If any of you want to know how it 
feels to be g randpa for the fir s t time, 
ask no other than our Trainmas ter, A. 
P. Smith , as he is the proud g rand 
father of a son born to h is son, Har
vey, on March 19th, at 7:00 p. m. 
Harvey as many of us r emember him 
as a R~li ef Clerk in Pasadena durin g 
his school clays, now is a sta ti stician 
for one of the larges t brokerage hous
es in th e country. Mother and baby ar c 
doin g nicely and daddy and grand
daddy have full y recovered. Cong ratu
lati on s and best wishes to the two 
happy famili es . 

MACY STREET TERMINAL 
By Chet Collins 

It is with real r eg ret that we bid 
adios (at leas t t emporaril y) to eight 
of our Macy men . W e hope that 
conditions will soon be ri ght for us t o 
have them with us again. Those leav
in g the service a re: Co nductors: E. 
A. Wells, ]. B. Garn er, P. ]. Zook, 
a nd E . Durre tt . Motormen: J. F. 
Thorp, M. ]. Hi ghs trect, P. A. M a r
low and Al a n Cox. H ere's wishin g 
them lots of luck. 

We w elcome to :\Iacv th e follow
ing Pasadena men: H. A. Butcher, P. 
E. Holmes, H. B. Voelker, M. W. 
Ratz, ]. L. Finnicun. and M . Tall
man. W e'll all be g lad to help you 
out whe1·e ever possibl e, fellows. 

Mr. and 1\.frs. vV. E . Smith recent ly 
returned from several weeks' vaca
tion, thou gh seve ral clays late on 
account of s tormy weather. They re
po r t a fin e trip, bu t with raging weath
er, th ey havin g encounter ed a blizzard 
and snow-sto rm in U tah , and heavy 
rain in Oregon and Washin g ton. 
Folks you sh ould have been here. W e 
are g lad t o see them back and note 
that they lo ok fine. 

W. H. Po hl man has taken n inety 
days' leave, commen cin g March 23rcl. 
\V c hope he has a fin e vacation. 

F. E . B a ker left us April first, tak
in g a s ix m onths' leave. which h e 
expects to spend on hi s Oregon ran ch. 
We hope to see him back next Fall 
b looming with good h ea lth. 

In the recent changes in se rvi ce we 
lost ]. W. Crouch and E. H. H eyclen
rich, when they bid in Pasadena ru ns. 
E. R. Grinn ell is workin g th e Sierra 
:Madre bus, and Lee Bashore is work
ing the Glendora bus run, both of 
which were necessitated by inter-· 
ruptecl service clue to th e h eavy 1·ains 
ear ly in March. 

G. W. Sig ler and E. H . Steinmuell c r 
have bid in run s in San Bernardino 
where they have now m oved. W e 
wish th em lots of success . 

R. W. Damon has recently res ig ned 
from service, after almost a year' s 
leave of absence. 'N e wish him g 1·ea t 
success in his new undertakin g. 

Service badly crippled by storms is 
g radually being restored to use, much 
t o th e re lief of a ll. Those who have 
helped carry on in the face of trying 
conditions just past are deserving of 
the hi gh est comme ndation. 

March 28th I resumed my long 
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inte rrupted schoo lin g by again at
te nding University, so thi s marks the 
last opportunity I have of se rvin g as 
your Con-esponclent. I thank you 
a ll fo r th e co-ope ration I have re
ce i,·ccl s ince I fir s t entered train se rv
ice. H e re 's w is h ing you a ll a ve ry 
happy Easte r season and spring. I 
will be away on three month s' leave 
and expect to be back in se rv ice la t e 
in Jun e. 

.t\n cl thank you, Mr. Co llin s, in b e
half of ou r r ea ders. Your co ntribu
tions have been sp lendid and a ll, I 
a m sure, will miss your breezy col
umn . Good luck- Editor's no te. 

ENGINEERING DEPART MENT 
By V. P. Labbe 

Hi s man y fri ends will be g lad t o 
hear from Robert McRae, formerly of 
th e En g ineerin g D epartment, who is 
now locat ed with the Ca ribb ea n Pe
tro leum Co., 1\faracoibo, Vc nez ula . In 
a let ter received last m onth he s tated 
he hatl a perfect trip and nrr i,•ecl in 
Maraca ibo o n J a nuary 15th a nd was 
sent to his present home, Mine 
Gra nd e, an o il field on the east s ide 
o f Lake Maracaibo. SaYs he has all 
th e comfo rts of l10m e, \~ith littl e so
c-ial life, but go l f, ten ni s, e tc. , in th e 
camp. 

Hi s work in clud es all kinds of sur-
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Yey in g, dra inage, construction and de 
sign. He is brushi n g up on Spanish, 
which com es in very handy and with
ou t his dict ionary says he would be 
los t. Mac says h e likes the pay-clays 
and certainly can save money, as 
th e1·e is n o place to s pen d it . He 
wishes anyon e who can find t ime to 
write, would do so, as letters are 
yery much appreciated. 

J ean Fogarty and h er bi g m oment 
attended a dance at the Oakmont 
Country Club, Saturday evening, 
1\IIarc h 12th, or was it the Palomar? 

Eel. Hasenyager claims he is going 
to get a n ew bo w lin g team next year, 
as his outfit is surely losi n g their 
pep. Chesler Davis, pl ease n o te. 

\Ve record with sympathy the pass
in g of George Brown's wife's moth
e r, who re sid ed in Chicago. 

Charles Ehrman, the seniority Kid, 
holds fo rth in th e Roaclmaster's of
fice. D aily his h eartach es are in line 
tellin g him their troubl es. 

A. Oren Smith has bee!l appointed 
Sig nal Engineer to succeed S . R. 
Florence, deceas ed. Our con g ratula
tions. 

V. Radcliffe. retired Roaclmaster 
South ern Distri ct, call ed in the office 
to see the gan g. Rae! is certain ly 
lookin g fin e and enj oyin g his leisure. 
Call again. soon . 

We need a few more Engineerin g 
D epar tm ent employees to make the 

A to Z KEY SHOP 
• LOCKSMITHS • 

MAIL BOX. TRUNK and AUTO KEYS BY NUMBER 
KEYS FITTED TO ANY LOCK COMBINATIONS CHANGED 

LOCKS INSTALLED. CHANGED and REPAIRED 
SAWS H-l\ND-FILED LAWN MOWERS SHARPENED 

619 So. Los Angeles St. Tel. VAndike 3541 
Night Phone PLeasant 6811 

WE HAVE IT-- AT A SAVING! 
Refrigerators-Radios-Vacuum Cleaners 

Washing Machines-Electric Razors-Mangle Irons 

Electric Ranges-Electric Heaters 

Complete Service Department 

Special Rates to Employees - Show Pass or Club Card 

HOME APPLIANCE COMPANY 
Frank W. Rose - "Rosebush" - Frank L. Bush 

505 W. 8th St. TRinity 4249 
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