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Strong Public
Support Seen
for Monorail

Bonelli Assails
MTA's Position as
'Narrow, Provincial’

BY RAY HEBERT
Times Urban Affairs Editor

The Los Angeles metro-
politan area's commuting
public strongly supports a
monorail system but every-
thing points to "voter non-
support" for a subsidized
rapid transit network, Su-
pervisor Frank G, Bonelli
said Monday. ‘

Because of this, he said
he will ask the Board of Su-
pervisors today to request
the Metropolitan Transit
Authority to rescind its ac-
tion in rejecting the over-
head monorail proposals
made by Alweg Rapid
Transit System and Goodell
Monorail Systems. Ine.

Bonelli termed the MTA's
position *narrow and pro-
vincial." He said the autho-
rity’s “take-it-or-leave-it at-
titude is a2 good example of
how not to get mass rapid

transit in Los Angeles
County."

Offers Recalled

Both Alweg and Goodell
offered to finance and build
areawide monorail systems,
declaring the projects would
be financed at no cost to the
taxpayers.

On Sunday the MTA for-
mally notified the firms that
the networks they proposed
were unacceptable. But
MTA left the door open for
new proposals for combina-
tion subway, surface and
elevated systems along
routes acceptable to commu-
nity interests.

The authority, strongly fa-
voring its own standard rail
network, has insisted that
tax revenues will be needed
to build a rapid transit
system here.

Costs Cited
"It is conceded." said
Bonelli, "that MTA's $649
million system will need
subsidization because of the
high construction cost fac-
tor, as opposed to the monor-
ail and private enterprise
proposals at substantially

lower initial costs."
"The Alweg and Goodell
offers indicate no need for a
subsidy, being totally sup-
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