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MONORAIL DENOUNCED~ -Monorail was severely criticized ot a schweiger, MTA treasurer and E. R. Gerlach, MTA chief engineer. )
transit hearing in the State Building. Present, left to right, with MTA officials in front row ‘from left are C. M. Gilliss, executive
backs to camera are A. J. Eyraud, MTA chairman, Walter Braun- director; Fred Dean, vice chairman, and Martin Pollard, director.

MTA Denounces Monorail,
Urges Twin Rail System.

Ny renisioo Calls for Tax
| and Fares-to
s | Finance Setup

WEST COVINA - By Ray Hebert
Times Urban -Affa?rsf Editor

Metropolitan Transit Au-
thority. officials severely
. .| |eriticized monborail- systems
hwmriod . | IMonday in‘an attack appar-
R e ently infended tokill any
i further consideration. of

T é\\ such - networks: in.Los - An-
SRR N )‘N NN ] [geles' rapid transit.plans.
TRANSIT EXTENSIONS — Possible;extensions-of | The atthority's " transit
MTA's basic'64 miles of service, as projected under |planners pulled’ no ‘punches
long-ranige planning and added to.the foundafion in declaring that. "private
:system, are depicted by the dotted lines on the map. financ'ingv!.prdﬁdgals'sdbmit_

" ted by the 'Alweg-and-Good-
ell . firms "were. "not feasi-
ble—they offer' no magic
solutions, either in. a' rapid
transit system or in its
finaneing" -~

Instead, MTA spokesmen
told an-Assembly: investigat-
ing::committee, - this- area's
‘transit needs can best be mét
by & "twin ‘rail;* or duorail,
system financed by a com-
Jbination of fare revenues.and
lincreased motor vehicle
|taxes.

Tax for Deficiency

"Only the deficiency
would be made up from real
property taxes,” said A. J.
Byraud, MTA chairman.

He appeared with thei
authority's engineering and'
financial experts as the As-
sembly Interim Committee
on Transportation and Com-
merce launched a two-day:
hearing into Los Angeles'
transit problems in the State
Building.

The session was enlivened
by differing opinions about
the need for a rapid transit
system here, suggestions
that existing rail lines be
used to start a "pilot"
commuter project and
strong criticism of the use
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of motor vehicle taxes for

transit purposes.

The lgTA's testimony was
coupled with a report favor-
ing construction of a 64-mile,
$663 million system operat-
ing in subway, om  the
surface and on elevated
structures. )

Such a network, costlier
and containing more track-
age than an MTA proposal

MONORAIL ATTACK

announced eaxlier this year,
would serve North Holly-
wood, West Lios Angeles, the
San Gabriel Valley, Long
Beach and .downtown L.os
Angeles. The system's four
initial legs could be supple-
mented later, the MTA said.

Eyraud told the commit-
tee, headed” by  Assembly-
man Tom Carrell (D-San
Fernando), that the Alweg

and -Goodell proposals call

for systems "built to bare
standards.*

"They insist on building
overhead systems in areas
where it is neither wanted
nor warranted," he said.

Ernest Gerlach, MTA's
chief engineer, said a su
ported monoraii system. of
the type advocated by Al
weg would cost $709 million
compared to $669 million for
the less expensive twi
facility. ’ :

*When the same commu-
nity and service require

meits are fulfilled,” he said,|Los Angeles area's transit

"the twin rail vehicle system [dil

ig safer, more adaptable and|,

flexible, more comfortable, %A

emma,
This, he said, would even
ude reconstitution of :the
and "reassignment® of

more efficient, cheaper tojiis powers to resolve the
operate and maintain and|financing question.

less expensive to build than

|the patented monorail sys-

temn."

- Byraud repeated a recom-
mendation, presented Sept.
10 to the Board of Supervi-
sors, in which the MTA
agreed to support any legis-
lative proposal to solve the
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