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July 26, 1994

CONTACT: WENDY TAYLOR/JIM SMART
MTA NEWS BUREAU
(213) 244-6899; 244-6347
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MTA SERVICE UPDATE -- BUSES & TRAINS OPERATING AS TALKS
WITH UNIONS TO RESUME

MTA Chairman Edmund Edelman announced today the resumption of
negotiations with the leadership of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU),
which represents nearly 2,000 MTA mechanics.

"The State's mediator has asked us to meet with the mechanics' union,"
said Edelman. "The negotiation activities are reconvening this afternoon.
Although we're still far apart, I'm hopeful that these new discussions with
union leaders will lead to an agreement."

While the unions representing more than 4,000 MTA bus and train
operators and 600 clerks reached tentative agreements with the MTA Board
of Directors on July 25 and July 26, workers from both the United Transit
Union (UTU) and the Transportation Communications Union (TCU) have not
crossed picket lines.

"We did not want a strike," said the MTA's CEO Franklin White. "But
the sooner negotiations resume, the sooner we can return to full service to
acccommodate our normal daily ridership of 1.2 million bus and train
boardings."

On Monday, despite it being the first day of the strike, an estimated
150,000 riders boarded 318 MTA or substitute school buses, and 50,000 riders
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boarded MTA Red and Blue Line trains. Three Blue Line trains were added
today to reduce overcrowding on the Long Beach to Los Angeles line.

"We're constantly refining this temporary schedule, adding buses as we
go along. I'm asking the public to be patient and stay tuned as negotiations
continue," White said. "Again, let me encourage carpooling whenever
possible, and that employers consider shifting working hours to help alleviate
congestion.

"T also apologize for the difficulties people may have had with the
1(800) COMMUTE information number," White added. We've been working
with Caltrans on this, and service should get better."

The MTA has spent a total of $198,000 to date on advertising to get the
word out to the public on which bus lines are running, and to apprise the
public of the key negotiating issues. Meanwhile, the MTA will seek a
restraining order tomorrow to prevent any unlawful strike activities on the
part of picketing employees, such as blocking or impeding the entrances to
MTA facilities, or coercive or intimidating conduct toward any MTA
employees.

The attached is a list of the 30 bus lines being served. Some lines may
be modified, especially where MTA patrons can transfer to services provided
by other carriers (see attached list for details).

MTA officials also noted that Metrolink commuter train service is also
operating, and that more trains have been added. For Metrolink information,
call 1(800) 371-LINK.
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