LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM





The purpose of the Legislative Program is to identify the necessary legislative actions needed at the federal, state, regional and local level to further the objectives of the MTA.





2001-2002 FEDERAL PROGRAM – SECOND SESSION





GOAL #1:	SECURE FUNDING IN THE FY 2002-2003 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION APPROPRIATIONS ACT.





Proposed Activities:





FY ’03: Obtain $40 million funding for the Metro Red Line Segment 3, North Hollywood project consistent with the North Hollywood MOS-3 full funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) and the MTA’s Restructuring Plan.  





FY ’03:Obtain funding for MTA and Los Angeles County Municipal Operators for clean fuel buses and for bus maintenance facilities improvements.�


FY ’03: Obtain funding for East Side transit corridor light-rail project.�


Work to secure FY ’03 and TEA-21 Reauthorization funding for completion of necessary freeway improvements on the I-5 Freeway from the I-605 to the I-710.�


Work cooperatively with other regional transportation agencies, local governments, other local transit agencies and those across the United States, and community leaders, business owners and organizations, residents and riders to secure funding for transportation projects and operations in Los Angeles County.�


As a part of TEA-21 reauthorization, explore opportunities for federal funding for soundwalls, projects associated with ADA, “Access to Jobs,” and the Clean Air Act.�


FY 03: Identify and pursue new funding opportunities resulting from federal economic stimulus and homeland security efforts.�


Work to move Los Angeles into a higher tier for rail modernization funds and to access a fair share of these funds for Los Angeles.�


Continue to work with the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach on access improvement projects and identify and pursue funding for these projects.�


Work to include Los Angeles County’s ferryboat mileage in the National Transit Database (NTD) and in formulas for urbanized grants and allocations.�





GOAL #2:	MONITOR LEGISLATION AND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH PROGRAMS IN THE TRANSPORTATION EQUITY ACT OF THE 21ST CENTURY (TEA-21), AND PREPARE FOR TEA-21 REAUTHORIZATION IN 2003.





Proposed Activities:





Develop countywide consensus proposal for TEA-21 reauthorization in 2003.�


Support American Public Transit Association (APTA) policy positions aimed at supporting funding for transit and reducing federal mandates and duplicative regulations.�


Work to change rules so that design-build can be used for transit projects (currently limited only to highway projects).�


Monitor any legislation dealing with participation in Social Security and continue to support exemption from Social Security for MTA non-contract and teamster employees.





�
2001-2002 STATE PROGRAM – SECOND SESSION





GOAL #1:	ACTIVELY WORK WITH STATE, REGIONAL AND LOCAL TRANSPORTATION INTERESTS TO SECURE, PROTECT AND ENHANCE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING AND PROGRAMS STATEWIDE.





Proposed Activities:





Initiate efforts to secure funding and/or obtain authority to generate additional funding for bus transit capital, operations, security needs, corridor projects, soundwalls, SAFE, FSP, and other important transportation projects and program.  Work cooperatively with other transit agencies throughout the state, and CTA to increase funds for transportation services, projects and programs, including providing information on the impacts of Proposition 42 (ACA4, March 2002 ballot), and supporting the Los Angeles to Pasadena Metro Blue Line Construction Authority in seeking additional funding and regulatory relief.�


Monitor economic recovery efforts and support transportation expenditures as a part of these efforts, including any associated bond issue.�


Work with the Davis Administration, the Legislature and other transit agencies on any comprehensive workers compensation reform efforts to ensure that administrative reforms and cost saving measures are included in such proposals, whether through legislation or an initiative.�


Monitor implementation of the Governor’s Traffic Congestion Relief Plan and defend funding commitments to Los Angeles County.  Focus on potential impacts to transportation funding commitments in light of changing economic situation.  Work with the Davis Administration to preserve and increase flexibility in the use of transportation funds.�


Support efforts of SCAG and other county transportation commissions in the region to secure new funding for regional rideshare services.





Identify and pursue opportunities for funding and to enhance MTA’s authority where necessary to improve security for MTA customers, employees and property.�


GOAL #2	SUPPORT LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY ACTIONS WHICH ENHANCE THE MTA’S ABILITY TO DELIVER TRANSPORTATION SERVICES IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY.





Proposed Activities:





Pursue legislation that would allow public entities to recover attorney’s fees and expenses following the successful prosecution of a false claim.�


Work with Southern California delegation to monitor use of funds provided for completion of the seismic retrofit of the San Francisco Bay Bridge, and to identify and pursue opportunities for additional funding for Southern California transportation projects.�


Pursue changes in ethics laws affecting the MTA to streamline Board procedures and to make such laws effecting MTA consistent with similar laws for other public entities.�


Preserve the authority of the MTA in regional transportation funding decisions.�


Work with Governor Davis, his Administration, the Legislature and the California Transportation Commission to support MTA initiatives and transportation issues of importance to Los Angeles County.  Work with and brief leadership, the chairs and new members of legislative committees and members of the Los Angeles County delegation on transportation issues relative to Los Angeles County and the role of MTA.�


�
2001-2002 REGIONAL AND LOCAL PROGRAM





GOAL #1:	ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN SUPPORT AND EFFECTIVE LIAISON WITH LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS, REGIONAL AGENCIES POLICY BOARDS AND MUNICI8PAL ORGANIZATIONS TO SECURE, PROTECT AND ENHANCE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING FOR COUNTYWIDE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS.	





Proposed Activities:





Inform and solicit support from elected officials of the County of Los Angeles, the City of Los Angeles, the 87 cities of Los Angeles County and regional agencies regarding:





FY 2003 Federal Transportation Appropriations


Bus System Improvements


STIP Amendments and 2002 STIP Allocations


TEA-21 Reauthorization


Increasing transit operating funds at the state and federal levels.�


Develop effective communication, coordination and cooperation with regional agencies, all cities in Los Angeles County and other local government entities to build and maintain support, and enhance the delivery of transportation services and projects.





Increase understanding and support about MTA programs and initiatives among local elected officials by holding semi-annual luncheons or other events for mayors, distribution of Legislative Briefs, periodic briefings for elected officials and their staff, and informal briefings and public hearings.�


Regularly meet with and develop support among key organizations for MTA transportation issues and projects including the California Contract Cities Association (CCA), League of California Cities – Los Angeles County Division, Independent Cities Association (ICA), Valley Industry & Commerce Association (VICA), Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), Councils of Governments (COGs), Regional Transportation Agency Coalition (RTAC), Northern Corridor Cities, the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, and other chambers of commerce.�


Work closely with the City of Los Angeles and Mayor Hahn on plans regarding the Los Angeles International Airport.  Where appropriate, seek funding and regulatory changes to support these plans at the state and federal level.
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