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RECOMMENDATIONS


									


MTA staff recommends that the MTA Board of Directors adopt a support position on 


SB 1853.





PROVISIONS





This bill would:





Enact the Transportation Noise Reduction, Safety Enhancement, and Congestion Relief Bond Act of 2002;


Provide for submission of the bond to the voters in the State of California; and,


Authorize general obligation bonds in the amount of $1 billion for purposes of financing transportation noise reduction, safety enhancement and congestion relief projects.





IMPACT ANALYSIS





SB 1853, as introduced by Senator Murray, would provide funds for the construction of numerous sound walls along California freeways and expressway systems, fund additional projects to eliminate bottlenecks and reduce congestion, offset the environmental effects and related impacts on communities from transportation systems and, further, enhance the safety of motorists, especially younger children, traveling on the state and local highway system.





The MTA has worked closely with Senator Murray and other elected officials throughout the state on the issue of sound walls.  As Chair of the Senate Transportation Committee, Senator Murray helped to secure funding for the 1989 list and has worked very closely with Caltrans to complete construction of the sound walls.  To continue this effort, Senator Murray has introduced SB 1853 to secure funding for sound wall construction throughout the State of California.  Staff will continue to take a proactive approach to the issue of sound wall development and construction and, therefore, recommends a support position on SB 1853.





�
Potential opposition on this bill may come from the Bay Area and San Diego, who have historically been concerned about Los Angeles� attempts to complete construction of their sound walls.  To date, there is not listed opposition.





The bill does not specify when it will go before the voters of California, nor does it specify how these funds would be allocated.
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