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AUTHOR:	SENATOR NELL SOTO
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SUBJECT:	STUDY OF LONG TERM ENVIRONMENTAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH IMPACTS OF BUS FUELING STATIONS





STATUS:	DUALLY REFERRED, PENDING HEARING IN SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND TRANSPORTATION


		


ACTION:	NEUTRAL, SEEK AMENDMENTS








RECOMMENDATIONS


									


MTA staff recommends that the MTA Board of Directors adopt a neutral, seek amendments position on SB 1927.





PROVISIONS





This bill would:





Require transit districts throughout the State to assess the long-term environmental and public health impacts of bus fueling stations owned, operated, or utilized by transit districts, and to report their findings to the Legislature on or before January 1, 2004.  





IMPACT ANALYSIS





Senator Nell Soto introduced SB 1927 as a response to constituent complaints of increased illnesses allegedly related to Omnitrans� CNG fueling stations in their community.  Omnitrans is the public transit agency serving the San Bernardino Valley.  





Staff has discussed this issue with Durand Rall, CEO of Omnitrans, and has learned that he is actively responding to the concerns set forth by both the community and Senator Soto.  He is in the process of changing the fueling system from CNG to LNG and has actively been involved with the Westside Residents for Clean Air, a community group that has organized around public health issues related to the fueling facility.





Staff is concerned that the need has not been established for a statewide study.  Furthermore, there is no funding provided in the bill to conduct the study should it be determined that such a study is in fact needed.  Staff recommends that a State agency be �
required to conduct the study in consultation with transit agencies, rather than requiring each transit agency to conduct its own study.





Staff, therefore, recommends a neutral, seek amendments position on SB 1927.  The suggested amendments would have the bill apply to Omnitrans only and/or provide State funding for the study, or require a State agency to perform the study in consultation with transit agencies.
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