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Summary





Introduction





The Project Study Report/Project Development Support (PSR/PDS) addresses proposed reconstruction of the southern terminus of the Glendale Freeway, also known as State Route (SR) 2, in the City and County of Los Angeles (Figure 1 - Location Map).  The proposed alternatives range from widening the on/off ramps in the existing interchange configuration to realigning the on/off ramps to tie into Glendale Boulevard in a new configuration.  





Funding sources for this project include the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) High Priority Highway Project Authorization in the amount of $12 million; and local matching funds from the City of Los Angeles through an MTA Call for Projects grant.





Background





SR 2 was originally planned to connect the City of Glendale, through the communities of Echo Park and Silver Lake, to the Hollywood Freeway (US-101) near Vermont Avenue.  In 1962, the full build-out plan was rescinded and the construction was terminated at the present terminus at Glendale Boulevard.  Since then, commuter traffic coming off of and onto SR 2 has passed through the community primarily along Glendale Boulevard and Alvarado Street, and has contributed to congestion in the neighborhoods.





There have been two relevant studies related to the terminus segment of SR 2.  MTA prepared a study in 1992 to develop a course of action for future traffic and transportation planning within the Glendale Freeway/Boulevard corridor.  The study included a review of existing traffic conditions and proposed transportation improvements.  In 1994, the Glendale Boulevard Corridor Preliminary Planning Study - Phase II was completed by MTA and the City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT).  This study analyzed existing constraints and opportunities within the corridor and developed urban design strategies and conceptual transportation measures to improve conditions along Glendale Boulevard.  A list of short-term and long-term measures, including alternative reconfigurations of the SR 2 terminus, was recommended.





Need and Purpose





The purpose of the project is to better manage traffic flow at the terminus and enhance vehicular and pedestrian mobility and safety in the vicinity of the SR 2 terminus.  A concurrent objective is to create the opportunity for potential additional open space in the vicinity of the SR 2 terminus.





Traffic analysis was performed to quantify the existing and future traffic demands and anticipated resultant congestion due to existing capacity constraints at the terminus.  Many of the intersections will be highly congested during peak periods in 2025, with demand greatly exceeding capacity.  





Alternatives





Alternative �
Description�
Estimated Cost�
�
No. 1


Baseline Alternative (No Build)





~Figure 2~�
No new construction at the SR 2 Freeway Terminus


Does not address existing and future congestion and back-ups


Forecasted increased air and noise pollution


No potential for new open space


�
No capital cost�
�
�
No. 2


Widen Existing Ramps





~Figure 3~�
Widen southbound exit ramp from 2 to 3 lanes


Widen northbound entrance ramp from 2 to 3 lanes


Maintain southbound flyover ramp (2 lanes)


Reduce congestion and back-ups on Freeway and Glendale Boulevard


No potential for new open space


�
Capital Cost:  


Support Cost: 


Total Cost: �
$  6.6 million


$  3.6 million


$10.2 million�
�
No. 3


Realign Ramp East





~Figure 4~�
Shift entrance and exit ramps to the east


Maintain total southbound exit ramp lanes (4 lanes total)


Widen northbound entrance ramp from 2 to 3 lanes


Remove southbound flyover ramp and bridge 


Potential new open space for recreational opportunities


�
Capital Cost: 


Support Cost: 


Open Space Development:  


Total Cost: �
$10.8 million


$  3.6 million


$  0.8 million


$15.2 million�
�
No. 4


Realign Ramps West





~Figure 5~�
Shift entrance and exit ramps to the west


Widen total southbound exit ramp from 4 to 5 lanes


Widen northbound entrance ramp from 2 to 3 lanes


Remove southbound flyover ramp and bridge


Potential new open space


No recreational opportunities in the new open space


�
Capital Cost: 


Support Cost: 


Open Space Development:  


Total Cost:    


�
$10.1 million


$  3.6 million


$  0.8 million


$14.5 million�
�



�
Public Involvement





Public outreach is not required under the PSR/PDS process.  However, to bring the community into the project development process early, public outreach was included in the PSR/PDS process.  As part of the public outreach, three public workshops and four focus group community meetings were held in the project area during development of the PSR/PDS.  The first workshop was held in March 2001 to receive input from the community regarding existing problems and deficiencies within the project limits.  Conceptual level concepts for SR 2 Terminus Improvements were discussed.  The second workshop was held in June 2001 to present preliminary project alternatives and receive input regarding those alternatives.  The third public workshop was held in December 2001 to present the final alternatives and to report on the status of the PSR/PDS studies.  At the final public workshop, several community members presented an alternative proposal.





Reports were developed after each of the workshops to summarize the meetings and are reference documents to this PSR/PDS.  Issues described in the summary reports should be carried forward into the Project Approval/Environmental Document (PA/ED) phase of the project for further analysis.  





Programming Recommendation





It is recommended that Capital Outlay Support costs be programmed to study the four alternatives identified in the PSR/PDS in the next phase.  Preliminary assessment identified various viable conceptual alternatives.  As part of the next steps, these alternatives and the one recommended by members of the community should be further evaluated in the environmental scoping process of the PA/ED phase of the project to determine their viability.  At this point, a determination will be made as to which alternatives show viability for full consideration in the PA/ED process.  Detailed analysis of viable alternatives in this stage must result in the selection of the preferred alternative.  





�



Figure 1





Location Map











�


Project Location


SR 2 Terminus/Glendale Boulevard


(Between Oak Glen Pl. and Branden St.)
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