PLANNING & PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE 


MAY 16, 2002





SUBJECT:	NORTH COUNTY COMBINED HIGHWAY CORRIDOR STUDY (PART I) – I-5 GOLDEN STATE FREEWAY AND SR-14 ANTELOPE VALLEY FREEWAY -- STATUS REPORT





ACTION:		RECEIVE AND FILE








RECOMMENDATION





Receive and file this status report on the progress towards completing the North County Combined Highway Corridor Study, Part I, which includes the I-5 Golden State and SR-14 Antelope Valley Freeways between their respective interchange and Kern County.





ISSUE





The North County Combined Highway Corridor Study, Part I (Study) was initiated in August 2001 and is scheduled for completion in September 2003.  The purpose of this status report is to highlight progress towards completing the Project Scoping Report and the Purpose and Need Report.  A key work element of this Study calls for the preparation of two Project Initiation Documents (PID’s) for discrete improvements along I-5 between the I-5/SR-14 interchange and SR-126, and along SR-14 between Sand Canyon Road and Avenue P by January 2003.  The Study is on schedule to meet this requirement.





DISCUSSION





At its June 28, 2001 meeting, the MTA Board authorized staff to award a consultant contract to conduct a comprehensive study of both I-5 and SR-14 from their interchange to the Kern County line to accommodate projected future traffic demands.  (See Attachment A for Study Area Map.)  This effort involves close collaboration with Caltrans District 7 and the City of Santa Clarita, City of Palmdale, City of Lancaster, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit


Administration (FTA), Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), County Public Works Department (County), and other affected agencies.  





Since the outset of the Study, a multi-agency Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), composed of representatives from the FHWA, FTA, Caltrans, SCAG, Antelope Valley Air Pollution Control District, City of Santa Clarita, City of Palmdale, City of Lancaster, and County Public Works, has been convened by MTA on a monthly �
basis.  Policy issues are reviewed by the North County Transportation Coalition (NCTC),  which acts as an oversight policy committee for this study and is composed of elected officials from the County Supervisor Office, the North County cities, and State legislative offices.     





The primary objectives of the Study are:





To prepare a multi-modal transportation plan for the Study area to address both short term (2010) and long term (2025) transportation needs;


To prepare PID’s in the form of Project Study Report/Project Development Support (PSR/PDS) to qualify for the application in the MTA’s 2003 Call for Projects for discrete projects that would fit into the overall transportation plan; and


To meet federal and State required transportation planning processes within which all affected and interested agencies have an opportunity to participate and qualify the project(s) for State and federal funding. 





The information collected and analyzed as part of the evaluation process will inform and enhance the MTA Board’s decision-making on future transportation investments in the North County area.





PROJECT STATUS





Since August 2001, the consultant team has been working to complete the following work tasks with guidance from the NCTC and the TAC:





Task 1: Project Management and Administration 


Task 2: Community Outreach and Consensus Building 


Task 3: Determine Baseline Transportation System Performance, Issues and Study Needs





Completion of these tasks included the first round of public reviews, provided substantive public input and resulted in key findings that enabled the consultant to prepare a Scoping Report which serves as a guide for identifying specific projects for the PSR/PDS’s and for assessing existing


and future transportation needs. (See Attachment B for the Executive Summary of the Final Scoping Report.)  The Scoping Report identifies the widening of SR-14 (to provide a uniform roadway cross-section comprised of three continuous mixed-flow lanes plus one HOV lane) as


the top priority for immediate improvement.  In addition, truck movement along I-5 and safety concerns on SR-14 and SR-138 are identified as major regional transportation issues. (See Attachment C for the Proposed Short-Term (2010) Projects on I-5 and SR-14.)  The Scoping Report included projects consistent with those projects identified in the strategic element of the MTA Board adopted 2001 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). 





A Purpose and Need Report was also prepared as part of the baseline transportation system performance evaluation. (See Attachment D for the Executive Summary of the Purpose and Need Report.)  The Purpose and Need Report demonstrates the need for a comprehensive set of multi-modal improvements which will achieve additional highway capacity, access to Palmdale Airport, a semi-exclusive truck network, a semi-exclusive HOV/Bus network, east-west connector routes, and north-south alternates to I-5 and SR-14.





An initial set of conceptual system alternatives were identified for screening purposes including a No-Build scenario that contains the existing plus funded transportation infrastructure for highways and mass transit, and a Transportation System Management/Transportation Demand Management (TSM/TDM) scenario that includes existing, funded and reasonable trendline improvements to year 2025.  In addition, the Build system scenarios to be studied have been identified.  These scenarios will contain a broad mix and match of multi-modal elements for the North County Corridors.  (See Attachment E for the Initial Set of Long-Term (2025) Conceptual System Alternatives.)





NEXT STEPS





Staff will continue to work with the consultant to complete the Study including the preparation of the PSR/PDS’s for the FY03 Call-for-Projects application.  Initial screening of the long-term alternatives will be completed by September 2002 before the second round public reviews.  A final set of alternatives will be completed by April 2003 before the third round public reviews.  The development of a draft corridor plan will be based on the data that has been compiled and analyzed and proposals that are refined and documented.  Staff will provide subsequent updates to the Board, as additional milestones are completed.





ATTACHMENTS





Attachment A:		Study Area Map


Attachment B:		Final Scoping Report (Executive Summary)


Attachment C:		Proposed Short-Term (2010) Projects on I-5 and SR-14


Attachment D:		Purpose and Need Report (Executive Summary) 


Attachment E:		Initial Set of Long-Term (2025) Conceptual System Alternatives








Prepared by: 	Brian Lin, Transportation Planning Manager
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