ATTACHMENT A


2003 FEDERAL PROGRAM – 108th CONGRESS

GOAL #1:
SECURE FUNDING IN THE FY 2003-2004 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION APPROPRIATIONS ACTS.

Proposed Activities:

· FY ’03 secure the following funding: $40 million funding for the Metro Red Line Segment 3, North Hollywood project consistent with the North Hollywood MOS-3 full funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) and the MTA’s Restructuring Plan; funding for MTA and Los Angeles County Municipal Operators for clean fuel buses and for bus maintenance facilities improvements; $10-35 million funding for East Los Angeles transit corridor light-rail project; and $2 million for Job Access/Reverse Commute programs in Los Angeles County.


· FY ’03 and ‘04: Ensure the technical correction language is approved for the monetary transfer on behalf of the Pasadena Blue Line Construction Authority.

· FY ’04 secure the following funding: $70 million funding for East Los Angeles transit corridor light-rail project; $20 million funding for the Mid-City/Expo light rail project; $20 million funding for the MTA for clean fuel buses and for bus maintenance facilities improvements and support funding for Los Angeles County Municipal Operators for similar improvements; and $5 million of ITS funding for Universal Fare System.

· FY ’04: Work to secure funding for completion of necessary freeway improvements on the 

      I-5 Freeway from the I-605 to the I-710.

· Work cooperatively with local governments, local transit agencies, community leaders, business owners, organizations, trade associations, residents and riders groups, as well as with other transportation agencies throughout the United States to secure funding for transportation projects and operations in Los Angeles County.


    GOAL #2:
IDENTIFY LEGISLATIVE AND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES IN TEA-21 REAUTHORIZATION PROPOSALS.

Proposed Activities:

· Educate Congress on the countywide consensus proposal, which include principles and priority projects, and resolutions from Mobility-21 for the reauthorization of TEA-21 in 2003.  Distribute copies of MTA proposals to California delegation and members of House and Senate authorizing committees.


· Support the American Public Transit Association (APTA) policy positions in favor of increasing transit funding, reducing federal mandates and duplicative regulations.

· Preserve existing FFGA balance for the Mid-City/Westside and East Los Angeles Light Rail projects.

· Work with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to improve the New Starts Program by expanding the definition of mobility improvements under “Transit System User Benefits” to include greater travel speeds and travel timesavings, and to extend contract authority to New Starts projects.


· Examine opportunities for federal funding for soundwall construction under the Transportation Enhancements Program, and advocate to include ferryboat mileage in the National Transit Database (NTD) and in formulas for urbanized grants and allocations.

· Encourage and promote: (1) Coordinated land use and transportation planning that emphasizes transit-supportive land use for major transit capital investments; (2) More flexible use of federal funds for transit support and development activities; and, (3) Expanded authority for transportation agencies to preserve corridors for future transportation uses.

· Work to expand the definition of the LOSSAN Corridor from San Diego to San Luis Obispo and educate legislators on the importance of this corridor.

· Monitor any changes to 13(c) provisions or make provisions more restrictive that affect the MTA and/or member agencies.

· Establish eligibility criteria for funding Bus Rapid Transit projects under the New Starts Program or a new “Small Starts” category.

· Support legislation or rule making that exempts or waives non-profit ADA providers from Section 5333(b) requirement.
· Seek additional funds for Investment and Data Collection in Freight Movement infrastructure.

· Support streamlining notification and hearing requirements for FTA transit projects.

· Support adjusting federal gasohol excise tax to level of other highway vehicle fuels.

· Continue to support expanded uses of Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) program including amending current law that limits the length of time CMAQ funds could be used for such purposes and oppose efforts to modify current distribution percentages. 

Other Proposals

· Work to change rules so that design-build can be used for transit projects (currently limited only to highway projects).  
· Allow the proportional benefit use of airport passenger facility charges for related offsite transportation improvements.

· Support the creation of Rail Trust Fund.

· Study enabling legislation for Mid-Wilshire Subway Extension.

GOAL #3:
SECURE POSSIBLE HOMELAND SAFETY AND SECURITY 

FUNDING FROM THE NEWLY CREATED DEPARTMENT OF 

HOMELAND SECURITY.

Proposed Activities:

· Support increased funding for improved safety and security systems on MTA bus and rail and Municipal Bus Operators’ rail and bus vehicles and facilities.

· Promote the creation of new funding available from the Department of Homeland Security and other related agencies.


2003 REGIONAL AND LOCAL PROGRAM

GOAL #1:
ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN SUPPORT AND EFFECTIVE LIAISON WITH LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS, REGIONAL AGENCIES POLICY BOARDS AND MUNICIPAL ORGANIZATIONS TO SECURE, PROTECT AND ENHANCE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING FOR COUNTYWIDE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS.


Proposed Activities:

· Inform and solicit support from elected officials of the County of Los Angeles, the City of Los Angeles, the 87 cities of Los Angeles County and regional agencies regarding:

· FY ‘03 - ‘04 Federal Transportation Appropriations

· FY ’03 and FY ’04 State Transportation Appropriations including potential revenue generating proposals

· Bus System Improvements

· TEA-21 Reauthorization

· Increase transit-operating funds at the state and federal levels.


· Develop effective communication, coordination and cooperation with regional agencies, all cities in Los Angeles County and other local government entities to build and maintain support, and enhance the delivery of transportation services and projects.

· Increase understanding and support about MTA programs and initiatives among local elected officials by holding semi-annual luncheons or other events for mayors, distribution of Legislative Briefs, periodic briefings for elected officials and their staff, and informal briefings and public hearings.


· Regularly meet with and develop support among key organizations for MTA transportation issues and projects including the California Contract Cities Association (CCA), League of California Cities – Los Angeles County Division, Independent Cities Association (ICA), Valley Industry & Commerce Association (VICA), Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), Councils of Governments (COGs), Regional Transportation Agency Coalition (RTAC), Northern Corridor Cities, the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, and other chambers of commerce.


· Work closely with the City of Los Angeles and Mayor Hahn on plans regarding transportation enhancements to the Los Angeles International Airport including improved security.  

2003-04 Legislative Program


