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JANUARY  15, 2003

SUBJECT:
STATUS OF ALTERNATIVE STRATEGIES SCREENING PROCESS –  I-710 MAJOR CORRIDOR STUDY

ACTION:
RECEIVE AND FILE

RECOMMENDATION:

Receive and file this status report on the progress of the I-710 Long Beach Freeway Major Corridor Study between the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach and SR-60 Pomona Freeway.

ISSUE
This is the second status report on the progress toward selection of the Locally Preferred Strategy (LPS) for the Corridor.

DISCUSSION

The MTA Board approved the execution of a professional services contract with Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade and Douglas on January 29, 2001 to initiate work on the I-710 Long Beach Freeway Major Corridor Study.  This Study is designed to define the congestion, safety and traffic operations problems in the corridor and to develop solutions which are consistent with the desires of the contiguous communities and residents.  The I-710 is the key link between the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach, which together are the third busiest container port in the world, and widespread distribution of goods throughout the County and Country.  An efficiently operating I-710 is essential for the economic vitality of this region.

The I-710 Major Corridor Study (MCS) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and Oversight Policy Committee (OPC) completed their initial alternative strategies development and screening process where an initial set of twelve alternative strategies were narrowed-down to three corridor improvement strategies plus the baselines; “No Build” and the “TSM/TDM” alternatives for further detailed analysis.  In going through this deliberation process the TAC and OPC also identified the need for improving ingress/egress to the ports’ proper at the far southerly end the I-710 Corridor including the Gerald Desmond Bridge improvements.  The two baseline strategies which will be carried forward are as follows:

A. No Build Strategy  - The No Build alternative consists of those transportation projects that are already planned with funding committed for construction through the year 2025.

B. TSM/TDM Strategy  - The TSM/TDM alternative largely consists of operational investments, measures, and actions aimed at improving goods movement and traffic operations and reducing the environmental impacts of transportation facilities and operations in the Study Area.

The three build strategies contain increasing levels of improvements and costs ranging

from $2.0 billion to $10 billion.  In recognition of the enormous costs of these capital corridor improvements, a key task of the MCS is to layout a phased implementation of the proposed improvements to enable construction of discrete fundable elements that will “fit” into the ultimate corridor plan.  The three selected build strategies are as follows:

A. Medium General Purpose / Medium Truck Strategy  - Alternative C focuses on moderately improving safety and eliminating operational bottlenecks on I-710 for all types of vehicles.  The addition of one mixed flow and truck bypass lanes are proposed in select segments of the freeway.  Interchange improvements include the addition of a new interchange at Slauson Avenue, and ten arterials are earmarked for capacity enhancement improvements.  In addition, the Route 103-Terminal Island Freeway is proposed to be extended to I-405.

B. High General Purpose / High HOV Strategy  -  Alternative D focuses on substantially improving safety and increasing person-trip roadway capacity to address the high traffic volumes along the full length of the I-710 corridor for all vehicle types.  This Alternative also improves travel time and attractiveness of carpools to increase the person-carrying capacity of this corridor.  Improvements include addition of two mixed-flow lanes along selected segments of the freeway plus HOV lanes for the entire length of the corridor.  More interchange improvements are proposed including direct HOV connections at the I-405/I-710 Interchanges.  Viaduct connectors are also proposed between the extended Terminal Island Freeway and Alameda Street.  Finally capacity increasing improvements are proposed on selected north-south arterials.

C. High Truck Strategy  -  Alternative E focuses on improving safety and increasing capacity for heavy duty truck demand; improving reliability of travel times; and reducing points of conflict between autos and trucks to the greatest extent possible.    Improvements include exclusive truck lanes throughout the length of the corridor.  Significant interchange capacity improvements on selected east-west arterials are also proposed including a new interchange at Slauson Avenue.

It should be noted that the LPS is expected to be a combination elements of the three build alternatives, with the TSM/TDM carried forward.

Effects of work stoppage at the Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles.  A separate but related event was the work stoppage effect on traffic on the I-710 Long Beach Freeway.  Caltrans traffic counts which were taken over three days before and three days after the work stoppage showed that truck traffic (five axel vehicles) decreased approximately 50% to 60% on the 

I-710 Long Beach Freeway.  However the total average number of daily vehicles on the I-710 decreased approximately 5% only, indicating that auto drivers essentially filled the “voids” created by the missing trucks instantaneously.  Caltrans has not conducted an analysis of the effects of the lesser number of trucks on the freeway’s traffic operations (i.e. assessed effects on average travel speeds, accidents, etc.).  However individual observations indicate that travel speeds increased approximately ten miles per hour during the peak commute periods.  Relevant findings on the effects of the substantially less number of trucks on the I-710 freeway will be incorporated into the MCS technical analysis.

In addition staff inquired of Caltrans whether Caltrans had made an assessment of the effects of the opening of the Alameda Corridor railroad trench on the traffic on the I-710 Freeway. Caltrans had not conducted a study because the ports had projected significant increases in goods movement by both rail and trucks.  Since the opening of the Alameda Corridor both modes of transport have shown significant growth.  Staff will maintain contact with Caltrans in the event more information on I-710 operations becomes available.

NEXT STEPS
The consultant is scheduled to complete the technical analysis including estimates on right of way requirements of the three build strategies by the end of December.  Public workshops are scheduled from the end of January through February 2003 to review the technical data and documents.  MTA staff will report back to the Board the public input received in February, 2003 prior to selection of a Locally Preferred-Strategy by the OPC.
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ATTACHMENT A

I-710 LONG BEACH FREEWAY MAJOR CORRIDOR STUDY

SHORT LIST OF SELECTED STRATEGIES

Baseline Alternative Strategies

No Build Strategy  - The No Build alternative consists of those transportation projects that are already planned and committed through the year 2025.

Selected Build Strategies

A. TSM/TDM Strategy  - The TSM/TDM alternative largely consists of operational investments, policies, and actions aimed at improving goods movement and reducing the environmental impacts of transportation facilities and operations in the Study Area.

B. Medium General Purpose / Medium Truck Strategy  - Alternative C focuses on improving safety and eliminating operational bottlenecks on I-710 for all types of vehicles.  Also emphasizes capacity improvements to selected arterials.    Improvements include the following:
· I-710 Mainlines 

· Add one mixed flow lane from 7th St. to I-405 and from Imperial Blvd. to Atlantic Ave.

· Truck Inspection facility adjacent to northbound I-710 between Del Amo Blvd. and Long Beach Blvd.

· Add Truck bypass lanes.

· Interchanges

· Add a right-side freeway connector ramp at the I-5/I-710 Interchange.

· Eliminate design deficiencies at I-405/I-710 Interchange

· Add new Interchange at Slauson Ave.

· Terminal Island Freeway

· Extend State Route 103 to I-405

· Arterials

· Capacity enhancements to 10 major arterials

C. High General Purpose / High HOV Strategy  -  Alternative D focuses on improving safety and increasing roadway capacity to address the high traffic volumes along the full length of the I-710 corridor for all vehicle types.  This Alternative also improves travel time and attractiveness of carpools to increase the person-carrying capacity of the regional transportation system.  Improvements include the following:

· I-710 Mainlines 

· Add two mixed flow lanes from 7th St. to I-405 and from Imperial Blvd. to Atlantic Ave.

· Add one mixed flow lane from I-405 to Imperial Blvd. And from Atlantic Ave to State Route 60.

· Add an exclusive HOV facility for carpools and buses, four lanes (two in each direction)

· Interchanges

· Eliminate design deficiencies at I-405/I-710, SR-91/I-710, and I-5/I-710 Interchanges.

· Include direct HOV connections at the I-405/I-710 Interchange.

· Terminal Island Freeway

· Add four-lane viaduct connector, between State Route 47 and Alameda St.

· Arterials

· Increase capacity on selected north-south arterials.

D. High Truck Strategy  -  Alternative E focuses on improving safety; increasing capacity for heavy duty truck demand; improving reliability of travel times; and reducing points of conflict between autos and trucks to the greatest extent possible.    Improvements include the following:

· I-710 Mainlines 

·  An exclusive truck facility

· 6 lanes (3 in each direction) from Ocean Blvd. To State Route 91.

· 4 lanes (2 in each direction) from State Route 91 to State Route 60.

· Extensive auxiliary lane improvements along I-710.

· Interchanges

· Eliminate design deficiencies at I-405/I-710, SR-91/I-710, and I-5/I-710 Interchanges.

· Add new Interchange at Slauson Ave.

· Arterials

· Increase capacity on selected east-west arterials.
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