Motion by Director Molina

Regular Board, January 23, 2003

WHEREAS, the Public Utilities Commission has declined to order a quiet zone prohibiting the sounding of horns and bells at Avenue 45 and 50 crossings on the Pasadena Gold Line, but has ordered the MTA to use an audible warning device called a “quacker”;


WHEREAS, in the absence of controls on the sounding of audible warning devices, these “quackers” would be sounded at Avenues 45 and 50 approximately 200 times per day;


WHEREAS, extraordinary measures for the safety of both vehicular and pedestrian traffic will be implemented at Avenues 45 and 50, including Quad crossing gates for the protection of vehicular traffic and swing gates for the protection of pedestrian traffic;


WHEREAS, train speeds at these crossings will be limited to 20 miles per hour;


WHEREAS, under state law the operator of the train still has the discretion to decide whether to sound an audible warning device at a crossing;


NOW THEREFORE, I move that MTA establish a Gold Line operating procedure which designates the crossings at Avenues 45 and 50 as quiet zones, and which includes rules prescribing the circumstances under which train operators should sound “quackers,” and other audible warning devices, such as horns and bells;

I FURTHER MOVE, that this operating procedure be designed in a manner which balances the need to ensure the safety of vehicular and pedestrian traffic with the legitimate community interest in eliminating unnecessary noise in the operation of the Gold Line;

I FURTHER MOVE, that, if, in drafting the operating rules, staff determines a further application to the Public Utilities Commission or legislation is required to allow quiet zones at Avenues 45 and 50, the staff prepare the application and return to the Board with its recommendation.

