Motion by Director Molina

May 14, 2003 – Construction Committee

The naming of a station is a significant detail for the local communities that have participated in the planning and design of the transit system.  Many of the Pasadena and Eastside Gold Line stations are identified by only the name of the streets near which they are located.  This naming policy takes away from the connection that the rail line has with the communities through which the trains travel.  These are communities rich with historic and cultural identity beyond the names of their streets.

Several community groups have contacted my office requesting that the stations along the MTA’s rail alignments have names that corresponds to both the surrounding community and the streets at which the stations are located.

I, THEREFORE move that MTA work with the local communities to rename the following stations along the Pasadena and Eastside Gold Line:

· Avenue 26 Station shall be changed to Lincoln Heights/Cypress Park Station;

· French Avenue Station shall be changed to Heritage Square/The Arroyo Station;

· Avenue 57 Station shall be changed to Historic Highland Park Station;

· Alameda Station shall be changed to Little Tokyo/Arts District;

· Utah Station shall be changed to Pico/Aliso Station;

· Boyle Station shall be changed to Mariachi Plaza Station;

· Ford Station shall be changed to Maravilla Station; and

· Mednik Station shall be changed to East L.A. Civic Center Station

These name changes are supported by the residents surrounding the various stations and reflect the unique identity of each neighborhood.

I, FURTHER move that MTA staff work with the Eastside Review Advisory Committee and the Cities of Pasadena and South Pasadena to rename the remaining stations should those entities wish to do so.
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