PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE

JULY 16, 2003
SUBJECT:
EASTSIDE CORRIDOR ENVIROMENTAL ADDENDUM 

ACTION:
APPROVE MODIFIED INITIAL STUDY/ADDENDUM PURSUANT TO THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
RECOMMENDATION
A. Approve and certify the Modified Initial Study/Addendum. To the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement//Supplemental Impact Report (SEIS/SEIR) for the Eastside Corridor.
B. Approve project enhancements not previously included in the Final SEIS/SEIR.

C. Authorize staff to file Notice of Determination of the Modified Initial Study/Addendum with the Los Angeles County Clerk and State Clearinghouse.

ISSUE

On February 28, 2002, the MTA Board certified the Final SEIS/SEIR for the Eastside LRT project.  Further refinement of the Eastside LRT project during preliminary engineering created opportunities for project enhancements.  These project enhancements, which are minor technical changes that reduce environmental impacts, have been presented to the Review Advisory Committee, and follow the MTA Board direction given on February 28, 2002.   The project enhancements are briefly described as follows and detailed in the Modified Initial Study/Addendum:

· Commercial Street Over-crossing -- This over-crossing is proposed to extend the bridge over the 101 Freeway to include bridging over Commercial St.  This will result in a removal of traffic impacts to Commercial St.  

· West Portal -- Shorten the west portal of the tunnel from approximately 500 ft to 250 ft. to reduce impacts to adjacent business and residences by one full block. 

· East Portal -- At 1st St. and Lorena, acquire unutilized property from Los Angeles County to provide for two lanes of traffic in either direction, 

maintain adequate widths for the new constructed Evergreen Jogging Path, and maintain street parking for residences on the south side of 1st St.

· Three-Level Parking Structure at the Pomona/Atlantic Station – A three-level at the northwest corner of the intersection of Pomona Boulevard and Atlantic Boulevard.  Rather than a surface lot, the parking structure was the preferred alternative, accommodating the MTA Board request to remove the former Kaiser Facility at that location from the list of property acquisitions.

Project benefits as a result of implementing the project enhancements were determined in August 2002.  Presentations were made to the public at Review Advisory Committee meetings between August and December 2002.  Work on the Modified Initial Study/Addendum was initiated in early January 2003 after presentations were made to the Review Advisory Committee.  
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

Adoption of the Modified Initial Study/Addendum to the Final SEIS/SEIR for the Eastside LRT project is needed to meet the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and the Guidelines for Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act (State CEQA Guidelines).  The Addendum analyzes the direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental effects associated with the proposed project enhancements.  

This document is also intended to provide the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) with sufficient information to prepare a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (as codified in 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), Class II Categorical Exclusion (CE) as outlined in 23 CFR & §771.115 and §771.117 Final Rule of the Federal Register, Part II Department of Transportation Environmental Impact and Related Procedures, August 28, 1987.  CEs include actions that do not individually or cumulatively have a significant environmental effect and are excluded from the requirement to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and no further action under NEPA is required.  FTA’s final determination will be made after review of the Modified Initial Study/Addendum.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT

The project enhancements contemplated by the Modified Initial Study/Addendum are included in the current estimated project budget for the Eastside LRT project.  No additional funding is required.

OPTIONS 

· MTA Board may choose not to adopt the Modified Initial Study/Addendum.  This will prevent MTA from being able to incorporate the project enhancements and could result in additional cost and project delays.  

· The Board has the option of requiring additional environmental review, such as preparing a Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR).  However, the proposed project enhancements do not meet the CEQA conditions for preparing a Supplemental or Subsequent FEIR.  This option is not recommended because there is no substantial evidence in the administrative record to support a fair argument that the proposed project enhancements may have a significant impact on the environment.  Absent evidence of significant impact or the conditions requiring preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR, CEQA requires preparation of an Addendum.

· The Board could defer consideration of this issue.  This is not recommended because it would delay the implementation of the contract.

NEXT STEPS

MTA will submit Board adoption of Modified Initial Study/Addendum to Federal Transit Administration as a NEPA CE for review and final determination.  MTA staff will file notice of determination with County Clerk and State Clearinghouse.
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