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Receive and file report on the status ofFY04 Federal Appropriations requests.

ISSUE

The purpose of this report is to provide a comprehensive review of the status of
the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority s (MTA) effort
to secure federal funding in Fiscal Year 2004 for a number of priority projects.

BACKGROUND

The MT A and its federal advocates have advanced a legislative program
designed to secure hard and soft eannarks for a number of the Authority
priority projects. This legislative program has been marked by an aggressive
presence on Capitol Hill and with Bush Administration officials.

For Fiscal Year 2004 the MTA and its federal advocates sought hard and soft
eannarks for the following projects and programs:

Eastside Light Rail Line: $70 million in Section 5309 New Starts Funding
Exposition Light Rail Line: $11 million for preliminary engineering
Bus and Bus Facilities: $20 million
Intelligent Transportation System: $5 million for the MTA' s Regional
Universal Fare System
Homeland Security Funding: $11.4 million
Seek to encourage the Federal Transit Administration to issue an FFGA
for the Eastside

The MT A also urged Congress to adopt a robust level of funding (known as a
302b allocation) for the Transportation Appropriations Subcommittees in both
the House and Senate.

The goal of securing hard and soft cannarks and securing a FFGA for the
Eastside was advanced under the following guiding principles:

Provide accurate and timely infonnation: The MT A and its federal
advocates delivered clear and concise documents , including a series of
one-page fact sheets (Attachments A&B), outlining the Authority



appropriations priorities for Fiscal Year 2004. These documents were hand-delivered to
the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation and to key members of the House and
u.s. Senate.

Promote open channels of communication: The MT A and its federal advocates
encouraged Congressional aides to rely on the MT A Government Relations Department
as a reliable resource on all transportation-related issues.
Maintain a high level presence in Washington, DC: The MTA and its federal advocates
remain a regular presence on Capitol Hill , holding regular meetings with staff for House
and u.S. Senate appropriators and with aides for members of the Los Angeles County
Congressional Delegation.
Focus on influential Transportation Appropriations Committee members and staff: The
MT A and its federal advocates remain in regular contact with staff for both the Chainnan
and Ranking Members of the House and u.S. Senate Transportation Appropriations
Committees.

Advocacy in Support ofFY04 Appropriations Requests:

To enhance the MTA' s effort to secure hard or soft eannarks for its appropriations priorities , the
Government Relations Department and its federal advocates have taken the following steps:

Began 2003 by organizing a briefing on Capitol Hill for all transportation aides working
for members of Los Angeles County s Congressional Delegation. The briefing detailed
the MTA' s appropriations priorities for FY04.

Traveled to Washington, DC on 12 oeeasions to meet with key appropriators and
Congressional leaders to diseuss the MTA' s appropriations priorities for FY04
(Attachment C). These meetings have been with the Chairman and Ranking Members of
the House and Senate Transportation Appropriations Subeommittees , their aides , and
other key Members of Congress.

Arranged for CEO Roger Snoble to meet with Transportation Seeretary Nonn Mineta on
July 31 , 2003 (Attaehment D). Mr. Snoble asked the Seeretary to urge the Federal
Transit Administration to grant a Full Funding Grant Agreement for the Eastside Light
Rail Line. On that same day Mr. Snob1e also met with u.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein and
asked and reeeived her full support for the MTA' s appropriations priorities for FY04.
Senator Feinstein is one of29 members of the U. S. Senate s Committee on
Appropriations.

Produced a series of fact sheets clearly outlining the MTA' s appropriations requests for
FY04. These faet sheets were shared with the Members of Congress who eraft the annual
transportation appropriations bill (Attachments E&F). These fact sheets were also shared
with their professional aides and staff for members of the Los Angeles County
Congressional Delegation.

Held weekly conference calls with our federal advocates to coordinate strategy.



Produced Monthly Activity Reports to properly track our efforts in support of the MTA'
FY04 appropriations requests.

Sought and continue to seek to create alliances with Members of Congress outside of
California who share an interest in the MTA' s appropriations request. For example, the

Government Relations Department met and continues a positive dialogue with
Representative Mike Rogers of Alabama. The Congressman s Congressional District
includes the plant where the MT A buses are manufactured. The Congressman has
worked to ensure that his home-state colleague and the Chainnan ofthe Senate
Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee - u.S. Senator Richard Shelby - supports
the MTA' s appropriations request for buses and bus facilities. Likewise , the Government
Relations Department has worked with Rep. Carolyn Kilpatrick, whose Distriet includes
the company (Detroit Diesel) that manufactures many of the engines for the MTA'
buses. The Congresswoman serves on the House Transportation Appropriations
Subcommittee.

Participated in a number of events sponsored by federal advoeates for key Congressional
appropriators and leaders , i.e. - u.S. Senator Richard Shelby, Representative Ernest
Istook and Senator Harry Reid.

Hosted a visit to Los Angeles by Chainnan Ernest Istook in April of2003. During the
tour, the Chainnan of House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee learned more
about the MTA and its operations. His visit included a helicopter tour of key
transportation corridors in LA County and a tour of the Eastside Light Rail Line
alignment.

Continue to work with Mobility-21 to secure support for the MTA' s appropriations
requests. An example of this cooperation is a Sample Letter circulated by Mobi1ity-21 to
its membership urging them to write to Secretary Mineta and request that a Full Funding
Grant Agreement be issued for the Eastside Light Rail Project.

Meticulous attention was given to "follow-up" after meetings that Roger Snoble and
MTA Government Relations staff held with Members of Congress , senior Congressional
staffers and Federal Officials. Correspondence reiterating the MTA' s FY04
appropriations priorities was forwarded to individuals in a prompt and professional
manner.

Arranged for Roger Snoble to meet with both the Chainnan of the u.S. Senate
Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee (Shelby) and the Ranking member of the
Subcommittee (Murray) during visits they made to Los Angeles this year.

Generated talking points in support of granting an FFGA for the Eastside Projeet. The
Government Relations Department shared this document with members of the Los
Angeles County Congressional Delegation and requested that they urge the Federal
Transit Administration to grant a FFGA for the Eastside Project without delay.



Regularly eommunieate with members of the Los Angeles County Congressional
Delegation and their aides to keep them abreast of our appropriations priorities and the
status of our efforts to secure federal dollars.

Continue to work closely with Congressman Jerry Lewis (RICA) and successfully
secured his full support for the MTA' s effort to secure full funding for the Eastside Light
Rail Project. MTA CEO Roger Snoble spoke to Congressman Lewis regarding this
matter on August 2003. Representative Lewis is the third ranking Republican on the
House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee.

Continue to work closely with Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard (D/CA) and her
aides to secure full funding and a FFGA for the Eastside Light Rail Project.
Representative Roybal-Allard is the only Member of Congress from Los Angeles County
who serves on the House Committee on Appropriations.

Repeatedly engage Secretary Mineta in our effort to secure a FFGA for the Eastside Line
by leveraging his longtime association with the project and many local community
members who the Secretary knows well , i.e. - Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce
President Rusty Hammer and Architect Ted Tanaka.

Congressional Letters:

To advance the MTA' s appropriations priorities , the Government Relations Department
supported the circulation of several Congressional Letters.

1. On Apri111 , 2003 , a letter was sent to the Chairman and Ranking Members of the House
and Senate Transportation Appropriations , urging them to support the MTA'
appropriations request for Fiseal Year 2004 (Attaehment G).
Author: Rep. Lueille Roybal-Allard
Signatories: Representatives David Dreier, Xavier Becerra, Diane Watson, Hilda Solis
Jane Harman, Henry Waxman, Howard Berman, Grace Napolitano , Brad Sherman
Adam Schiff, Linda Sanehez and Howard "Buck" McKeon.

2. On June 2003 a letter was sent to the Chairman and Ranking Members ofthe
Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittees , urging them to support the MTA'
request for $11.4 million in homeland security funding (Attaehment H).
Author: Rep. Jane Harman
Signatories: Representatives Howard Berman, Jerry Lewis , Diane Watson, Xavier
Becerra, Henry Waxman and Buek MeKeon

3. On July 25 2003 , a letter was sent to Secretary of Transportation Norm Mineta, urging
that he encourage the Federal Transit Administration to issue a Full
Funding Grant Agreement for the Eastside Light Rail Project without delay (Attaehment



Author: Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard
Signatories: U. S. Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein, Representatives Henry
Waxman, Howard Bennan, Millender-McDonald, Xavier Becerra, Diane Watson, Grace
Napolitano , Hilda Solis , Jane Hannan, Brad Shennan, Adam Schiff and Linda Sanchez.

Status Report on Transportation Appropriations:

Note: A fonna1 document outlining the MTA' s transportation appropriations priorities was
distributed to members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation, u.S. Senators
Boxer and Feinstein and Congressional appropriators in January of2003.

On July 11 2003 , the Transportation, Treasury and Independent Agencies Subcommittee of the
House Appropriations Committee issued its bill for Fiscal Year 2004. The bill included no
money for the Eastside Light Rail Line; $3.5 million for Bus and Bus Related Facilities for MTA
and $1 million in Intelligent Transportation Systems funding for the MT A Universal Fare
System.

On July 24 , 2003 the full House Committee on Appropriations passed the Transportation
Treasury and Independent Agencies bill for Fiscal Year 2004. That bill included the same funds
mentioned above for MT A projeets and added $10 million for the Eastside Light Rail Project.

On September 3 2003 , the u.S. Senate s Transportation, Treasury and General Government
subcommittee marked-up their bill for FY2004. The bill provided $5 million in New Starts
funding for the Eastside Light Rail Line and $3 million for MT A bus and bus facilities.

On September 4 , 2003 , the u.S. Senate s appropriations committee approved the subcommittee
Transportation, Treasury and General Government subcommittee bill for FY2004. The bill
included the same earmarks , as did the subeommittee passed bill.

On September 9 2003 , the u.S. House of Representatives approve H.R. 2989, the
Transportation, Treasury, and Independent Agencies appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2004.
The bill included $10 million in New Starts funding for the Eastside Light Rail Line , $3.
million for MT A bus and bus facilities . and $1 million in Intelligent Transportation Systems
funding.

Thc full u.S. Senate is expected to consider the Transportation, Treasury and General
Government subcommittee bill for FY2004 within the next two weeks.

Status Report on Homeland Security Appropriations:

Note: A formal document outlining the MTA' s Homeland Security appropriations request was
distributed to members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation, u.S. Senators
Boxer and Feinstein and Congressional appropriators in April of2003.



On June 17 2003 the u.S. House of Representatives Appropriations Committee approved the
FY2004 Homeland Seeurity Appropriations Bill. The bill included no individual earmarks -
thus no money specifically for the MTA. 1 The bill was passed by the full House on June 24

2003.

On July 10 , 2003 , the u.S. Senate Appropriations Committee unanimously approved the FY
2004 Homeland Security Appropriations Bill. The bill (H.R. 2555) and report (108-86) provide
$28.5 billion and is $1 billion more than the budget request, excluding funding for bio-defense
counteTITIeasures. The bill included no individual earmarks - thus no money specifically for the
MTA. The bill was passed by the full Senate on July 24 2003.

On September 17 , 2003 , House and Senate negotiators completed work on the Homeland
Security Department funding bill. Negotiators on the FY04 Homeland Security appropriations
bill agreed to fund the newest federal department at $29.4 billion in discretionary spending.
Aecording to sources on Capitol Hill aides, the eonferenee committee measure (which has not
been made public nor has it been voted on in either body), does include earmarks for certain
states , among them states represented by senior members of the House and Senate appropriations
committees.

Challenges:
. Of the 14 Members of the House of Representatives on the Transportation Appropriations

Subcommittee - none are from Los Angeles County and only one is from California;
Rep. Jerry Lewis.

. Of the 15 Members ofthe Senate s Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee - none
are from California.

. Of the 65 members of the full House Committee on Appropriations , only one is from Los
Angeles County; Rep. Roybal-Allard.
Not having a Full Funding Grant Agreement for the Eastside Light Rail Project has
handicapped our efforts to secure robust Federal funding.

. As an example of how important having a Chairman from "your" region leading an
appropriations subcommittee - the Chairman of the Transportation Appropriations
Subcommittee, Ernest Istook of Oklahoma, appropriated $4. 5 for Tulsa, Oklahoma s bus
system. Tulsa has a population of 393 000 people. Los Angeles County, with a
population of close to 10 million, received $3. 5 million for its bus system.
The Transportation Appropriations Bill for FY04 was largely flat-lined, realizing no
significant increase in funding over last year s bill. The transit portion of the bill was set
for $7.2 billion, which is $52 million over the FY03 amount.
In an OP/ED written in Carolina Morning News on August i\ the Chairman of the
Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee in the House, Ernest Istook, wrote of his
disdain for transit subsidies that "divert" money from highway projeets.

I Congressional aides have indicated that earmarks may be placed in this bill when the measure goes to conference.

MT A Government Relations staff will monitor this issue and vigorously advocate for the $11.4 million earmark our
Authority is seeking should earmarks be placed into the final bill.



NEXT STEPS

The next major Congressional action that will impact the MTA' s appropriations request will
occur later this month when the full u.S. Senate acts on the Transportation, Treasury and
General Government bill Fiscal Year 2004 bill (Attachment I). The MT A and its federal
advocates are in close communication with aides for both Senator Shelby (R-AL) (Chairman of
the Senate Transportation Appropriations Committee) and Senator Murray (D- W A) (Ranking
Member of the Transportation Appropriations Committee) and are urging them to provide the
full amount of funds being requested by the Authority in FY04.

The MTA Government Relations staffwill keep the Board apprised of when the u.S. Senate acts
on the Transportation Appropriations bill for FY04.

The MTA will continue to maintain a positive dialogue with Congressman Jerry Lewis (R-CA),
who will likely be the only Member of Congress from California to participate in the Conference
Committee on the FY04 Transportation Appropriations bill.

The Government Relations Department will continue to work closely with members of the Los
Angeles County Congressional Delegation to leverage their support for our appropriations
requests and our drive to secure a FFGA for the Eastside Project.

The MTA Government Relations Department will continue working with u.S. the u.S.
Department of Transportation and all advocates of the Eastside Light Rail Line to ensure that a
Full Funding Grant Agreement is issued for the Eastside Light Rail Project without delay.

The MT A has and will continue to engage local, state , and federal officials to support the
granting of the Eastside FFGA (Attachment K). The MTA will also continue working with
Mobility-2l members and community organizations and individuals who are fully supportive of
aeeelerating the granting of the FFGA.

2 An FFGA is vital to receiving robust federal funding. According to an analysis prepared by the MTA' s federal
advocates , 17 of 18 New Starts Projects with an FFGA' s received 100% of the President's requested funding level in
the House Transportation Appropriations bill passed on July 24 2003. The President requested $55 million for the
Eastside Project in his FYO4 Budget.



ATTACHMENTS

MTA Fact Sheet on the Transportation Appropriations Request for FY04
MT A Fact Sheet on the Homeland Security Appropriations Request for FY04
A full summary of the meetings held by MT A staff during trips to Washington, DC
from December of2002 to July of2003.
Correspondence from MT A CEO Roger Snoble following his most recent trip to
Washington, DC (July 31 2003) during which he met with Transportation Secretary
Mineta, Federal Transit Administration Administrator J enna Dom, Senator Feinstein
and key House and Senate appropriations staffers.
Memorandum prepared for the Chairman of the House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury and Independent Agencies , Ernest Istook
detailing the MTA' s FY04 appropriations requests.
Memorandum prepared for the Chairman and Ranking members of the House and
Senate Transportation Appropriations Subcommittees in support of the MT A'
request for bus funding in FY04.
Congressional letter in support of the MTA' s FY04 transportation appropriations
priorities.
Congressional letter in support of the MT A request for $11.4 million in Homeland
Security funding for FY04.
Congressional letter to Transportation Secretary Norm Mineta urging him to grant a
Full Funding Grant Agreement for the Eastside Light Rail Project.
A table comparing New Starts Earmarks granted in the House and Senate for
for Fiscal Year 2004.
Copies of several letters sent to Secretary Mineta from Mobility-2l members urging
him to grant the Eastside FFGA without delay.

Prepared by: Raffi Haig Hamparian, Manager, Federal Affairs: LACMT A Government
Relations Department

~~ (). 

Maria A. Guerra
Chief of Staff

gcr Snob
Chief Executive Officer

Status of Federal Appropriations Requests



ATTACHMENT A

Issue 
~ With Congressional support, the MTA continues to

help Los Angeles County alleviate congestion , meet
air quality standards and remain competitive in
the global economy. Congress ' support of our annual
transportation appropriations allows the MTA'
programs to remain on track. We are seeking
Congress ' assistance once again this year.

Background
~ The MTA Board of Directors and CEO Roger Snoble

will be submitting the MTA's FY 2004 Appropriations
request to both the House and Senate Subcommittees
on Transportation and Related Agencies of the
Committees on Appropriations in the next few weeks.

The MTA will be requesting the following FY 2004
Appropriations;

. $70 million in Section 5309 New Starts Funding for
the final design and construction for the Eastside
Light Rail project from Union Station through East
Los Angeles;

. $11 million in Section 5309 New Start Funding for
preliminary engineering of a light rail project on
Exposition Boulevard from downtown Los Angeles
to Venice/Robertson;

. $20 million for MTA and $24.2 million for Munici'pal
Operators in Section 5309 Bus and Bus Related
Funding to assist the MTA with purchasing buses
and constructing bus divisions:

- $10 million for Metro Rapid Buses serving the
Van Nuys, Florence, Crenshaw and Soto corridors;

- $10 million for Metro Bus divisions and
facilities improvements to support service
sector efforts; and

. $5 million in Intelligent Transportation System
(ITS) Funding. The requested funding is for the
implementation ofthe Regional Universal Fare

System for the MTA and several municipal bus
operators ' service in Los Angeles County.

Comments and Questions
~ It should be noted that we have also identified the

need for $25 million in homeland security funding and
enhancements for the MTA and the Municipal
Operators. We hope to have access to any federal
funding which may become available through the
homeland security department budget.

~ If you have any questions, please contact Marisa
Yeager 213.922.2262 or Raffi Hamparian 213. 922.3769,
MTA Government Relations.



ATTACHMENT B

Issue
~ The MTA is fully committed to ensuri-ng the safety

and security of its passengers and staff. The MTA
has and will continue to cooperate with thelos
Angeles County Sheriff's Department , the Los Angeles
Police Department, and other local law enforcement
agencies, as well as the FBI and other relevant federal
agencies , to counter any anticipated threat to the
massive transportation system operated by the MTA.
Over 1.3 million people board MTA buses or rail cars
on an average weekday.

Backgrou nd
~ In the aftermath of the September 11 2001 terrorist

attack on America , the MTA moved promptly to
conduct a number of security assessments of its
transportation assets. These assessments were
conducted by the General Accounting Office , the
Federal Transit Administration, the American Public
Transportation Association . and by the MTA itself.
As a result of these security assessments , a number
of measures have been taken to strengthen the
integrity of the MTA's security plan.

In March of 2003. in response to the outbreak of
hostilities in Iraq, the MTA activated its advanced
Emergency Operations Center. This move will
further enhance the prudent security measures the
MTA has already enacted. Following is a list of
security needs that were identified in the several
security assessments:

. $11.4 million in Homeland Security funding to
improve the MTA's internal communications
systems , to install barriers to protect vital MTA
assets , institute expanded K-9 and officer patrols
expand closed circuit monitoring of sensitive
areas , place chemical and biological detection
systems at major bus and rail stations, among
other critical needs.

. $10 million in Homeland Security funding for
Los Angeles County' s Municipal Bus Operators.
These funds would largely be used to acquire
cameras and monitoring devices to ensure the safety
of passengers and bus operators. Funds would also
be used to upgrade mobile communications systems
needed in the event of a homeland security threat.

Comments and Questions
~ It should be noted that the MTA' s Homeland Security

request for Fiscal Year 2004 represents less than one
half Of1% ofthe Authority' s overall annual budget.
The MTA has taken a pro-active position with respect
to enhancing security measures and has largely paid
for these improvements with operational funds.

If you have any questions, please contact Marisa
Yeager 213. 922.2262 or Raffi Hamparian 213. 922.3769,
MTA Government Relations.
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Roger P. Snob Ie
CEO

Metropolitan

Transportation
Authority

One Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles , CA

90012-2952

Phone: 213-922.6888

Fax: 213-922.7447

ATTACHMENT D

August 14, 2003

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
331 Senate Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

I am writing to express how much I enjoyed our meeting on Thursday, July
2003, to discuss the Eastside Light Rail Project in Los Angeles

California.

Youi support in both securing a Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) and
gaining a strong earmark ($70 million) for this worthwhile project in the
Senate s Transportation Appropriations bill is very much appreciated.

I was pleased to share with you details of the Eastside Light Rail Project
and our readiness to begin construction on this much-anticipated light rail
line. If the turnout for the grand opening of our new Metro Gold Line on
July 26th and 27th is any guide (close to 200,000 people rode the line in its
fust two days of operation), the Eastside Project, which will connect to the
Pasadena portion at Union Station, will be a major success and will be a
credit to those in Congress who supported its construction.

The East Los Angeles community to be served by this light rail project is
heavily transit dependent and they desperately need an effective and
efficient transit alternative to get to work, school, hospitals, and social
services. The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
is ready and eager to begin work on this much-needed project, but needs an
FFGA to be granted by the FTA before starting construction on the project.
I met with Secretary Mineta just prior to our meeting to discuss this matter.
Y our continued help in encouraging the Secretary to expedite the granting
ofthis FFGA would be appreciated.

With respect to securing federal funding for this project, we remain
detennined to secure a robust appropriation for Fiscal Year 2004.
Specifically, we 'are seeking an appropriation of $70 million, which exceeds
the $55 million for the Eastside Project allocated in the President' s Budget
for Fiscal Year 2004. We are requesting $70 million because Congress
provided only $4 million for this project last year, which was dramatically
less than what the President had requested in his Fiscal Year 2003 Budget.
Ifwe are able to secure a strong earmark for the Eastside Project, through
your good offices, we will be able to break ground on this new and exciting
light rail line without delay.
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The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
August 14 2003
Page 2 of 2

Lastly, I want to commend your Legislative Aides, Chris Thompson and Nicole Brownlee, for
the expert advice and support they have given to us on this matter. Their thoughtful
consideration and deliberative review ofthis project has been of great assistance to our Authority
as we attempt to have language appropriating $70 million for this light rail project included in
the Senate Transportation Appropriations bill to be crafted and marked-up next month.

Again, your interest in the Eastside Project is greatly appreciated. I look forward to continuing
our positive dialogue on this project and would be pleased to help you in any way possible as the
transportation appropriations bill is considered in the Senate.

Sincerely,

Roger Snoble
Chief Executive Officer



Roger P. Snob Ie
CEO

Metropolitan
Transportation

Authority

One Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles , CA

90012-2952

Phone: 213. 922. 6888

Fax: 213.922. 7447

August 8 , 2003

Office of the Honorable Ernest Istook
Mr. John Albaugh
Chief of Staff

2404 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington , D.C. 20515

Dear John:

I am writing to express how much I enjoyed our meeting on Thursday, July
2003 , to discuss the Eastside Light Rail Project in Los Angeles

California. I appreciate your interest in this matter and was glad that we
conferred before my meeting later that day with Secretary Mineta.

I was pleased to share with you details of the Eastside Project and our
readiness to begin construction on this much-anticipated light rail line. 
the turnout for the grand opening of our new Metro Gold Line is any guide
(close to 200 000 people rode the line in its first two days of operation), the
Eastside (Gold Line) Project, which will connect to the Pasadena portion at
Union Station, will be a major success and will be a credit to those in
Congress who supported its construction.

We remain determined to secure an appropriation in the amount of$55
million for the Eastside Project, which was the amount al1ocated for this
project in the President' s Budget for Fiscal Year 2004. Over the course of
the next several weeks I will be urging the Senate to earmark this amount
for the Eastside Project so that we may break ground on the project as soon
as possible.

Again, your interest in the Eastside Project is greatly appreciated. I look
forward to continuing our positive dialogue on this project and would be
pleased to help you in any way possible as the transportation appropriations
bill moves towards conference.

Sincerely,

Chief Executive Officer



Roger P. Snob Ie
CEO

Metropolitan
Transportation

Authority

One Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles. CA

90012-2952

Phone: 213. 922. 6888

. Fax: 213-922.7447

August 8 , 2003

The Honorable Jennifer L. Dorn
Administrator
Federal Transit Administration
400 Seventh Street, S.
Room 9328
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Administrator Dorn:

I am writing to express how much I appreciated my meeting with you and
Secretary Mineta on Thursday, July 31 , 2003 , to discuss the status of our
effort to secure a Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) for the Eastside
Light Rail Project in Los Angeles, California.

First and foremost I want to thank you for the leadership you are providing
at the Federal Transit Administration. I can onlyimagine that being the
steward for America s mass transportation system is a difficult job. 
appreciate your outstanding efforts to make our nation s mass transit
systems more efficient, effective, and safe for riders.

I was pleased to share with you details of the Eastside Project and our
readiness to begin construction on this much-anticipated light rail line. 
can assure you that the enthusiasm for this project shown by Secretary
Mineta s good friend, Ted Tanaka, designer of the planned Little
TokyolArts District station, is shared by many people in the City of Los
Angeles.

During our meeting, Secretary Mineta commented that the Federal Transit
Administration (FT A) is awaiting final delivery of several documents from
our Authority. I am glad to share with you that we have provided all of the
substantive documentation on the Eastside Project that was being sought by
the FTA.

I am confident that with an FFGA the Eastside Project can secure an
appropriation in the vicinity of the $55 million reserved for the Project in
President Bush' s Fiscal Year 2004 Budget. This would be a major step
forward for this project.

I very much appreciate your leadership and interest in securing an FFGA
for the Eastside Project. Please do not hesitate to contact me directly at
(213) 922-6888 if you have any questions regarding this correspondence.

Sincerely,

Roger Snoble

Chief Executive Officer

? ()



Roger P. Snob Ie
CEO

Metropolitan
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Authority

One Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles. CA

90012-2952

Phone: 213. 922. 6888

Fax: 213. 922.7447

August 7, 2003

The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta
United States Secretary of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S.
Room 10200
Washington , D,c. 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing to express how much I appreciated our meeting on Thursday,
July 31 , 2003 , to discuss our mutual interest in securing a Full Funding
Grant Agreement (FFGA) for the Eastside Light Rail Project in Los
Angeles, California.

I was pleased to share with you details of the Eastside Project and our
readiness to begin construction on this much-anticipated light rail line. 
can assure you that the enthusiasm for this project shown by Ted Tanaka
designer of the planned Little Tokyo/Arts District station, is shared by many
people in the City of Los Angeles.

During our meeting you commented that the Federal Transit Administration
is awaiting fmal delivery of several documents from our Authority. I am
glad to share with you that we have provided all of the substantive
documentation on the Eastside Project that was being sought by the FT A.

I am confident that with an FFGA the Eastside Project can secure an
appropriation in the vicinity of the $55 million reserved for the Project in
President Bush' s Fiscal Year 2004 Budget. This would be a major step
forward for this project.

I very much appreciate your leadership and interest in securing an FFGA
for the Eastside Project. Please do not hesitate to contact me directly at
(213) 922-6888 if you or your aides have any questions regarding this
correspondence. -

Sincerely,

Roger Snoble
Chief Executive Officer



Roger P. Snoble
CEO

Metropolitan
Transportation

Authority

One Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles . CA

90012-2952

Phone: 213-922. 6888

Fax: 213.922.7447

August 14 2003

u.s. House of Representatives
House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
Subcommittee on Highways and Transit
clo Joyce Rose, Professional Staff

370A Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Joyce:

I am writing to express how much I enjoyed our meeting on Thursday, July
2003 , to discuss the Eastside Light Rail Project in Los Angeles

California and the status of the reauthorization of our nation s surface
transportation programs.

I appreciate your interest in the Eastside Project and our broader efforts to
improve mobility throughout Los Angeles County. If the turnout for the
grand opening of our new Metro Gold Line is any guide (close to 200 000
people rode the line in its rust two days of operation), the Eastside (Gold
Line) Project, which will connect to the Pasadena portion at Union Station
will be a major success and will be a credit to those in Congress who
supported its construction.

Again, your interest in the Eastside Project is greatly appreciated. I look
forward to continuing our positive dialogue on this project and would be
pleased to help you in any way possible as the reauthorization process
moves forward.

Sincerely,

Roger Snoble
Chief Executive Officer



Roger P. Snoble
CEO

Metropolitan
Transportation

Authority

One Gateway Plaza

los Angeles . CA

90012-2952

Phone: 213. 922. 6888

Fax: 213.922. 7447

August 14 2003

u.s. House of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee
on Transportation
clo Leigha Shaw, Professional Staff
2358 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Leigha:

I am writing to express how much I enjoyed our meeting on Thursday, July
2003 , to discuss the Eastside Light Rail Project in Los Angeles

California. I am glad that John Albaugh introduced us and that we had an
opportunity to discuss the project before my meeting later that day with
Secretary Mineta.

I was pleased to share with you details of the Eastside Project and our
readiness to begin construction on this much-anticipated light rail line. 
the turnout for the grand opening of our new Metro Gold Line is any guide
(close to 200 000 people rode the line in its first two days of operation), the
Eastside (Gold Line) Project, which will connect to the Pasadena portion at
Union Station, will be a major success and will be a credit to those in
Congress who supported its construction.

We remain determined to secure an appropriation in the amount of$55
million for the Eastside Project, which was the amount allocated for this
project in the President's Budget for Fiscal Year 2004. Over the course 
the next several weeks I will be urging the Senate to earmark this amount
for the Eastside Project so that we may break ground on the project as soon
as possible.

Again, your interest in the Eastside Project is greatly appreciated. I look
forward to continuing our positive dialogue on this project and would be
pleased to help you in any way possible as the transportation appropriations
bill moves towards conference.

Sincerely,

Roger Snoble

Chief Executive Officer
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Roger P. Snoble
CEO

Metropolitan
Transportation

Authority

One Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, CA

90012-2952

Phone: 213. 922. 6888

Fax: 213.922. 7447

August 14 2003

Ted Tokio Tanaka Architects
c/o Ted Tanaka, Principal
11307 South Hindry Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90045

Dear Ted:

I am writing to express how much I appreciated your participation in our
meeting with Secretary Mineta on Thursday, July 31 2003 , to discuss the
Eastside Light Rail Project. Your presence and participation during the
meeting was especially meaningful in our effort to secure a Full Funding
Grant Agreement for this worthwhile project.

Clearly, Secretary Mineta respects the fine work you have done in
designing the Little Tokyo/Arts District station. I was very pleased that you
were able to show him the layout of the station and how it will benefit the
surrounding neighborhood, including important institutions like the
Japanese American National Museum.

I was also glad to learn that Secretary Mineta fully understands that
construction of the Eastside Project will regenerate the economic health of
Little Tokyo and a large portion of East Los Angeles.

I look forward to continuing to work with you to ensure that the Eastside
Project is built without delay. Again, thank you for making our meeting
with Secretary Mineta so productive.

Sincerely,

Roger noble
Chief Executive Officer



ATTACHMENT E

PATTON BOBGS LlP
ATTORNEYS AI LAW

2550 M Street. NW

Washington. DC 20037. 1350
202-457-6000

Facsimile 202-457-6315

MEMORANDUM

To:
From:
Date:
Subject:

John Albaugh
Kevin O'Neill (patton Boggs) & Bernie Robinson (Livingston Group)
June 12 , 2003
FY04 Funding Priorities tor the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (LACMTA)

Thank you for the time Chairman Istook and you have spent learning about the outstanding record of
transportation programs and services provided by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (LACMTA). LACMTA appreciates the Chairman s interest and remains willing to provide
any information needed to show how it effectively and efficiently uses the federal funding it receives.
As you prepare for markup of the FY04 Transportation/Treasury Appropriations bill, we wanted to
highlight our top four funding priorities:

$70 million in Section 5309 New Starts Fundin!! for the fmal design and construction of the
Eastside Light Rail project from Union Station to East Los Angeles. President Bush'
proposed FYO4 Budget includes $55 million for this project. The pending FFGA for this
project is currently being reviewed by FTA and is on track to receive final approval later this
year. At least $55 million is needed in FY04 for this project to remain on schedule and it is
LACMTA' s top priority.

$20 million in Section 5309 Bus and Bus Related Facilities Fundin!! for the purpose of
purchasing Metro Rapid Buses serving four existing corridors and for improvements to service
and support facilities. We have attached a one pager on MTA' s historically low federal bus
funding levels to underscore the justification for this funding level in FY04.

$5 million in IntelIi!!ent Transportation System aTS) Fundin!! for implementation of a
Regional Universal Fare System for the .MT A and several municipal bus operators that provide
service in Los Angeles County.

$11 million in Section 5309 New Start Fundin!! for preliminary engineering of the Mid-
City/Exposition Light Rail project linking downtown Los Angeles to the city s Westside. This
project would serve one of10s Angeles County s most densely populated corridors.

Please feel free to contact either of us if you have questions about LACMTA' s FY04 funding requests.
Bernie Robinson can be reached at 289-9881 and Kevin O'Neill can be reached at 457-6136. Thank
you again for your consideration of these requests.



ATTACHMENT F

WHY LACMTA DESERVES MORE FEDERAL BUS FUNDING

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA) provides bus
service that helps promote mobility, economic growth, and cleaner air. LACMTA's service
area has 10 million people, making it the 9th biggest "state" (in terms of population), but our
federal funding level for bus services has never reflected the population we serve. We serve
29% of the state s population, but received only 8% of California's $251 million in Section
5309 federal funding since FY98. During that time, we have never received more than $4.
million a single fiscal year. Our FY04 request for $20 million is a reasonable first step in
securing the bus capital funds needed to correct past shortfalls and establish an equitable
level of federal funding.

Viewed as a State, LACMTA has a low level of total and per capital federal funding.
Ranks last among all states in per capita funding in FY03 ($0.35), and last in per
capita bus funding from FY98 to FY03 ($0.33)

Ranks 42nd among all states in total bus funding from FY98 to FY03 ($20 million).
Ranks 40th among all states in FYO3 bus funding ($3.5 million).

Since FY98, 19 smaller states received $20 million or more in a single fiscal year.

From FY98 to FYO3, LACMTA would have received $107.4 million more if we
received the median state per capita bus funding ($2.14).

LACMTA would receive a huge increase if our funding was on par with our peer
states of7 to 10 milUon people (MI, NJ, GA, NC and VA).

These five peer states averaged $77.6 million in bus funding from FY98 to FY03
nearly four times the $20 million LACMTA received during the same period.
Our FY04 appropriation would be $15.4 million if we simply met the $1.54 per
capita average for our five peer states over the past six fiscal years.

Our FY04 appropriation would also be $15.4 million if we simply received the FY03
total bus funding average for our peer states.

LACMTA nets a large increase if it were treated at just the median for bus funding.
Our FY04 appropriation would be $24.2 million if we simply received the FY03 state
per capita median, which was seven times larger than ow: FYO3 per capita funding.

Our FYO4 appropriation would be $12 million if we received the meclian FY03 state
funding leve~ which was 340% higher than our $3.5 million FY03 appropriation.

LACMTA's population is roughly equivalent to the combined population of Arizona,
Nevada, and Oregon, but our historical funding levels pale in comparison.

All three states received at least double our bus funding (AZ - $59.2M, NY - $S8.
OR - $44.2M, LACMTA - $20M) since FY98 and their combined total of$161.7
million is eight times the funding LACMT A received to serve the same-sized
population.
Ow: FYO4 appropriation would be $30.8 million if we simply met the $3.08 per
capita average for Arizona, Nevada and Oregon over the past six years.

For more information, please contact Kevin O'Neill at Patton Boggs
(koneiU(ff)pattonboggs.com) or Gary Clark at LACMTA (clarkg(li)mta.net).
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Aprilll 2003

The Hon. Ernest Istook
Chairman, Subcommittee on Transportation,
TreasUIy and Independent Agencies
House Committee on Appropriations
2358 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Istook:

We are writing to express our strong suppo:rt for the Fiscal Year 2004 funding requests of the
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MT A).

The MTA is unique among the nation s transportation agencies in that it serves as a
transportation planner and coordinator, designer, builder and operator. Equally impressive is the
MTA' s Los Angeles County service area, which has a population larger than that of 43 States
and covers an area of more than 1 400 square miles. Given its massive transportation needs, the
MT A has made the following practical and essential requests of the subcommittee.

$70 million in Section S309 New Starts Funding for the final design and construction of the 

Easts:ide Li~t Rail Droiect. This iImovative light rail project will operate from Union Station
through East Los Angeles, serving one of the most transit-dependent areas in the City and
County of Los Angeles- When completed, this project will counect to the Gold Line and provide
seamless transportation between East Los Angeles, Downtown Los Angeles and Pasadena.

$11 million in Section 5309 New Starts Funding for the engineering of the Mid-CitvlExposition
Light Rail Line Droject This light rail project would run nom Downtown Los Angeles to the
oceanside City of Santa Monica.

$20 million in Section 5309 Bus and Bus Related Discretionary Funding to assist the MT A with
purchasing new alternative fuel buses and constrncting bus divisions. The MTA currently
operates the world' g largest fleet of state-of-the-art clean buming fuel buses and is fully
committed to expanding its highly successful Metro Rapid Bus program. This funding would be
divided in the following manner;

'" $10 million for the expansion of the Metro Rapid Bus system to serve the Van Nuys
Florence, Crenshaw, and Soto corridors.

,.. $10 million for Metro Bus division and facility improvements-

.$5 million in Intelligent TransDortation System Funding. These resources would be utilized to
implement the MTA' s Regional Universal Fare System (RUFS). The RUFS would pennit
passengers using a card imbedded with a computer chip to board all MT A buses and trains, and
to transfer onto services offered by municipal operators, paratransit and Metrolink without
having to be concerned with purchasing a new fare or carrying change.

FRINTED ON RfCYClED PAPEI1
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The year 2003 represents a milestone for the MTA. By July of 2003 the MTA will initiate
service on the Metro Gold Line, which will connect the business centers of Los Angeles and
Pasadena and is expected to ease traffic congestion on the heavily traveled Pasadena (SRI! 0)
and Foothill (1-210) freeways. The line is projected to transport the same number of people as a
four-lane freeway during rush hour. This year also has brought the welcome expansion of the
MT A's popular Metro Rapid Bus service. Metro Rapid reduces 1ravel time by making fewer
stops than regular bus service and by using special transponders to extend green traffic lights
long enough for the Jow-floor, clean burning fuel buses to proceed without delay. New Metro
Rapid busses now operate on South Broadway Street and Vermont Avenue, two Dfthe busiest
north-south transit corridors in Los Angeles County and complement the highly successful
east/west Metro Rapid lines.

The MT A continues to embrace several dynamic and innovative programs that have cemented
Los Angeles s reputation as the tnwsportation laboratory for the nation. From its work to enact
an RUFS to its distinction as the first transportation agency in the nation to acquire a Compo-Bus
(a molded bus body made of lighter weight composite materials), the MTA is taking positive
steps forward to effectively and efficiently serve its most valuable clients - its passengers.

Mr. Chairman, we appreciate your subco1DIJ).ittee ' s past support to meet Los Angeles County'
transportation challenges. We urge you to give the Mr A the resources needed to overcome these
transportation challenges and in the process, enhance the quality of life for our constituents who
are among the nearly 10 million people who reside in Los Angeles County.

w~-

Sincerely,
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A TT ACHMENT H

C!rnngr:eS5 nf tq:e 1ftnifro B'htfes
mas4ingtnIt, ilQI: 2D5l!i

June 13 2003

The Honorable Harold Rogers
Chainnan
Subcommittee on Homeland Security
B307 Rayburn House Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Martin Saba
Ranking Member
Subconmrittee on Homeland Security
10 16 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

. Dear Chainnan Rogers and 

~~ ~~~ 

Saba:

As you continue CODSideration of the Fiscal Year 2004 Homeland Security

Appropriations bill. we respectfiilly ask that you include $11.4 million in homeIand
security funding being requested for the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (MT A).

AB the transportation planner, coordinator, designer, builder and operator for Los
Angeles County - an area of over 1,400 square miles and a population larger than that of
43 states - MT A' s security concerns 8J;e real and genuine. The MT A operates the
nation s third largest bus fleet and a large rail system. which combin~ cany over 1.
million passengers a day. Add to that enormous figure the millions of drivers who travel
daily on Los Angeles County' s highways and you can understand how the job of ensuring
the integrity of the MT A's security operations is neither simple nor inexpensive.

& a result of sevenl security assessments conducted by the Federal Transit
Administration, other relevant govemmental agencies, and the American Public
Transportation Association, the MT A has determined the need to up grade its security

apparatus in a number of important way&. The MTA is prepared to institute a state-of-
the-art security plan, which includes improving internal coxnmumcations systems,
installing barriers to protect vital assets. instituting bomb-detecting K-9 patrols, and
taking other reasonable and effectIve measureS.

This plan ~u1d be consistent wi1h the subcommittee s stated obi active of having
a fully integrated emergency response nenvork in 'Which the MT A, along with state
county. and local police officers, firefighters and emergency services personnell have the
tools. assets, and intelligence infonnation necessary to respond. to any terrorist incident
without delay and in a coordinated manner.

We have attached, for your review and considerati~ a document that details the

specific costs inclu~d in the MIA' s homeland security plan. Among the highlights:

BUs Operations: the plan seeks to improve bus monitoring systems and
enhance perimeter security at facilities,

MINTED ON RECYCLED FAPER
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Rail Operations: the plan seeks to increase security personnel used to ensure
the integrity of the rail system and purchase detection systems for chemical
and biological threats;
MT A Headquarters: the plan seeks to increase both the number of cameras
used for monitoring the facility and the number of security personnel used to
patrol the building and install barricades in critical areas.

Like the Depaxttnent of Homeland Security, whose woTk is clear and complex) the
MTA' s goal of ensuring the safetY ofLDs Angeles County's massiv~ transportation
infrastructure is clear, yet getting the task done bas and will continue to be El very tough
assignment We respectfulI y request your subcommittee provide the resoUtces necessary
for the MT A to achieve its worthwhile goal of preventing a potential terrorist strike on
Los Angeles County's transportation sectoz:.

We would also like to register our support for the approximately $1 0 million in
Home-land Security funds being sought by the 16 Municipal Bus Operators in 
Angeles County. The Municipal Bus Operators will be submitting their funding requests
individually.

Thank you, Mr. ChaD:msn and Ran1cing Member Sabo, for consideration our request
for $11.4 million in security funding for MT A

Sincerely)

~~~~ ~..
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masl1ingtnn. m~2n515

July 25 , 2003

The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta
Secretary
U. S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S. , Room 10200
Washington, D.C. 20590 
Dear Secretary Mineta:

We are writing to request your assistance in completing the Full Funding Grant Agreement
(FFGA) process for the Los Angeles Eastside Light Rail Project (Project). We are
concerned that delaying the approval of the application will jeopardize FY04appropriations
funding for the Project. As you know, the Eastside community has been waiting and
working on the project for well over ten years.

Recognizing the commitment to Los Angeles and the importance of the Project, the
President's FY 2003 budget , submitted to Congress in early 2002, recommended that this
Eastside Project receive a FFGA. However, it is now 1% years since that recommendation
and despite the MT A's good faith efforts to comply with several FT A requests to improve the
application , we still do not have a signed FFGA.

The East Los Angeles community served by the Project is heavily transit dependent, with a
significant percentage of low-income households, and contains a large Hispanic population.
The Eastside community needs and deserves an effective and efficient mode of
transportation to get to work, school , hospitals , social services , shopping and entertainment
centers. In addition, as a result of your efforts years ago, this Project was designed to also
serve Little Tokyo, thereby linking the community to other transit hubs and destinations.

Your personal involvement and assistance is requested to move this project forward and to
ensure that FTA completes the FFGA process expeditiously, with the objective of executing
the FFGA before the end of the current fiscal year. The Congress and the Administration
have both made a commitment to the East Los Angeles community that deserves to be
fulfilled, and we appreciate your consideration of our request.

In closing, we appreciate your attention , and we hope your upcoming meeting with MTA
CEO Roger Snoble will resolve many of the outstanding issues and expedite the completion
of the FFGA process for this critically needed project.

Sincerely,

PRINTED ON RECVClFn PAPFR
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Signatories to DOT Secretary Mineta Letter
LACMT A Eastside Extension Full Funding Grant Agreement
July 25, 2003

Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard
Sen. Dianne Feinstein
Sen. Barbara Boxer

Rep. Henry A. Waxman Rep. Hilda L. Solis

Rep. Howard L. Berman Rep. Jane Harman

Rep. Juanita Millender-McDonald Rep. Brad Sherman

Rep. Xavier Becerra Rep. Adam B. Schiff

Rep. Diane E. Watson Rep. Linda T. Sanchez

Rep. Grace F. Napolitano



ATTACHMENT J

Analysis of Senate and House Transportation/Treasury Appropriations Bills for FY2004

The Senate reported bill provides over $1.3 billion for 52 New Starts Projects. The
House passed bill provided $1. 2 billion for 31 New Starts Projects. Aecording to the
Federal Transit Administration the following projects have existing Full Funding Grant
Agreements.

New Starts Project with FFGA PresidentFYO4

Baltimore, MD - Central Light Rail $40
BART, San Francisco Airport $170
Chicago, IL - Douglas Branch $85
Chicago, IL - Metra Commuter 
Dallas, TX - North Central LRT $30.2
Denver, CO - Southeast Corridor $80
Ft. Lauderdale - Tri- Rail Commuter $18.4
Memphis , TN - Medical Center Extension $9.2
Minneapolis, MN - Hiawatha Corridor $75
Newark NJ - Rail Link $22.
Northern NJ - Hudson/Bergen LRT $100
Pittsburgh, P A - P A Stage II $30.
Portland, OR - Interstate MAX LRT $77.
Salt Lake City, UT - UT Medical Center $30.
San Diego, CA - Mission Valley East $65
San Diego , CA - Oceanside/Escondido $48
San Juan, PR - Tren Urbano $43.
Washington, DC - Largo Extension $65

House Senate

$40 $40
$100 $100
$85 $85
$52 $20
$30.2 $30.1
$80 $80
$18.4 $18.4
$9. $9.
$75 $75
$22. $22.
$100 $100
$32. $30.
$77. $77.
$30. $30.
$65 $65
$48 $48
$43. $20
$65 $65

Pending and Proposed FFGA' s/Requested in the President' s FY04 Budget

President FY04

Alaska and Hawaii - Ferry Projccts
Chicago , IL - Ravenswood
New York, NY - East Side Access
New Orleans , LA - Canal Street
Las Vegas, NV - Resort Corridor
Los Angeles , CA - Eastside LRT
Seattle , W A - Central Link

$10.

$75
$36
$40
$55
$75

Non-FFGA/Not Requested in the President' s FY04 Budget

Boston MA - Silver Line BRT
Central Phoenix , AZ - East Valley BR 

House Senate

$10.
$45 $10
$70 $10
$23. $36
$15 $25
$10
$15 $75

House Senate

$13



North Carolina - Transit Triangle
North Carolina - Charlotte LRT
New York, NY - 2nd Avenue Subway
San Franciseo , CA - MUNI
Washington, DC - Dulles Corridor

$10
$25

Additional Earmarks in the Senate for Non-FFGA New Starts Projects:

Birmingham, AL - Transit Corridor: $6
Commuter Rail Improvements , DE: $3
Ohio - Euclid Corridor Transportation Project: $15
Houston - Metro: $10

Rhode Island - Integrated Intermoda1 Project: $6
Kenosha, WI - Rail Extension: $4
Little Roek, AK - River Rail Project: $5
Maine Marine Highway: $2

Minneapolis , MN - Northstar Commuter Rail: $10
Atlanta, GA - Northwest Corridor BRT: $4
Philadelphia, PA - Sehuykill Valley Metro: $16
Pittsburgh, P A - Northshore Connector: $15.
Utah - Regional Commuter Rail: $12
Scranton, P A - NY City Rail Service: $5
California - Silicon Valley Rapid Transit Corridor: $4
Stamford, CT - Urban Transitway Phase II: $7
New Jersey - TransHudson Midtown Corridor: $5
Virginia - VRE Parking Improvements: $4
Wilmington, DE - Train Station Improvements: $2.
Beaverton, OR - Commuter Rail: $6
Maine - Yarmouth to Auburn Rail Line: $3

$18

$25
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Los Angeles Area
Chamber af Commerce

VIA FACSIMILE 202.366.7202

August 25 , 2003

The Honorable Nonnan Y. Mineta
Secretary

S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S. W. , Room 10200
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As a member of the Los Angeles County Mobility 21 Coalition I would like to express the Los
Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce s strong support for the completion of a FuIl Funding
Grant Agreement (FFGA) for the Eastside Light Rail Project in Los Angeles, California.

The Mobility 21 Coalition is a countywide nonpartisan organization of transportation
stakeholders and their representatives. The primary mission of the coalition is to educate and
advocate for Los Angeles County' s transportat1on pr1orities at the federal, state and local levels.
The Mobility 21 Coalition includes more than 500 businesses, business associations
transportation providers , non-profits, environmental groups, transportation users, and labor
officials.

As recognition of his commitment to Los Angeles and the importance of this project, President
Bush' s FY 2003 Budge! recommended that the Eastside Project receive an FFGA. Further, the
President's Budget for FY 2004 included $55 million for the Project. While we are very pleased
with the support the Administration has given the project, we are concerned that the Eastside
Project has not yet been granted an FFGA by the Federal Transit Administration. Without an
FFGA, the project will face significant delays.

The Eastside Project is a six-mile I1ght rail transit system that nms from Union Station in
downtown Los Angeles to East Los Angeles, and will serve one of the most transit-dependent
populations in the nation. The route would also serve to bring economic vitality to an area where
the average annual household income is below $25,000, According to the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, construdion of the Eastside Project will generate over

000 shon-tennjobs and over 1 000 long-term jobs. From the planned Little Tokyo/Arts
District station to its terminus in East Los Angeles, this dynamic, innovative , and much-
anticipated light rail line clearly deserves the federal government's Sllpport.



Your leadership in securing, without delay, an FFGA for the Eastside Project would be greatly
appreciated. We thank you in advance for your consideration and action on this very important
malleI.

Sincerely,

Russell J. Hammer
President & Chief Executive Officer
and Mobility 21 Coaliti()D Mem ber

cc: The Honorab1e Dianne Feinstein, U.S. Senator, 202.228.3954 (fax)
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August 26, 2003

The Honorable Norman Y. MiILcta
Secrcmry

S. ~artnwnt ofT~nsportation
400 Seventh Street, S.W., Room 10200
WilshiJJ8Um, D.C. 20590
202.366.7202 

Dear Mr. Secretary:

N. 11 member of the 1..0' Angeles Caunty Mobility 21 Coalition, we would like to express our ItrOng
Nppon for the coft1)lcrion of a Fun Funding Grant Agreement (FFOA) for the Eastsidc Light bil Project
in Los Angeles, California.

The Mobility 2 J Coalition is a countywide nonpartisan orpniZlition of1nm8port.ation stakeholders and their

represeatatives. The primary mission oftbe goaIinGn is to educate and advocate foc Los Angcle$ Coun1y'

transpmtarion prioritics at the fedtnl. slate and loc81lcveJs. The Mobility 2 t Coalition illCludes more than
500 businesses, business associations, transportation providers, non-profitS, enviroluncntal groll1's,
transporM.ion users, and labor officials.

As recognition ofms commitment 10 Los Angeles and the imponana: ormis project, PresideJlt Bdsh's IT
2003 Budget ('e(1ommended tbatthe Ea.~de Project receive an FFGA. Further. the President' s budget for
FY 2004 included $SS mi1lion for the Project. While we lITe very pl~ with the support the
Administration has given the project, we arc concerned that the r~side Project has not yet been gnmted an
FFGA b~ the Fodera) Transit AdminiStration. Without an FFOA, the projed win face significant delays.

The Eastside Projcct is a six-mile light rail transit sysrem that 1'IIfIS from Union Station in downtown Los
Angeles to East Los Angeles, and will serve one ofthc most transit-dependcnt popuIatiocs in the: nation.
The rona: would also serve to bring economic vitality tQ IS11 area where the average annual ItollSChold
income is below 525,000. According to the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority,
c:on.structiO11 of the Eutsidc Project will generate over 4 000 short-term jobs and over 1,000 long-term
jobs. From the plaftned Little Tokycl Aru Dimi.ct station to its tam1nus in EII5t Los Augeles, this dynamic.
innovative. amd much-mtieipated light railUne cIcady deserves the federal government s support.

Your leadership in sccurinK, without delay, an FFQA fOf the F.astside Projeet would be greatly appreciated.
We thank YOLI in advancc for your 00 iderarion and action on this ~ery important m8tt19'.

Sine

7;/;!

Carter" Burgess Unit M3oager. and
Mobility 21 Summit Steering Committee

cc: TIu:: Honorable Dianne Fei11StelJ, U, S. Scnat.Or, 202.228.3954 (fax)
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6MACTEC
VIA FACSIM1LE (201) 36~7201

August 26, 2003

The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta
Secretary

S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street. S. , Room 10200
Washmgton, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Secretmy.

As a member of the Las ADgdes County Mobility 11 CoaliUoD, we would Jike to expre$ our S1rOI1g

support for the completion of a Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) for the Eastside Light Rail Project
in Los Angeles, Califomia.

The Mobility 21 Coalition is a countywide nonpartisan organization oftransportatiop stakeholders and
their representatives. The primat)' mission of the coalition is to educate and advocate for Los Angeles
County' s transportation priorities at the federal, state and looat levels. The Mobility 21 Coalition includes
mol1:l than 500 businesses, business associations, transportation providers, non-profits, environmental
groups, transportation users. and labor officials.

As recocnition ofbis commitment to Los Angeles and the importanc:e of Ibis project, President Bush' s IT
2003 Budget recommended that the Bastside Project ~ive an FFGA. Further, the President' s Budget
for 'FY 2004 included SSS million for 1he Project. White we aJe very pleased with the support the
Administration has given the project, we are concerned that the Eastside Project has not been granted
an FFGA by the Federal Transit Administration. Without an FFOA, the project will face significant
delays.

The Eastside Project is a six.mile light ail transit system that runs from Union Station in downtown Los
Angeles to East Los Angeles, and will serve one of the most tranSit-dependent populations in the nation-
The route would also serve to bring economic vfudity to an area where the average IUIII1I31 household
ilKXlme is below $25 000. According to the Las Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authodty,
construction of the Bastside Project will generate over 45,000 sbort-unnjobs and over 1.000 long-term
jobs. Prom the planned Little Tokyo/Arts District station to its tBnninus in EaSt Los Angeles, this
dynamic, innovative, and much-anticipated light rail line clearly deserves the federal government'
suppon.

Your leadership in securing, without delay, an FFGA for the Bastside Project would be groatJy
appreciated. We thank you in advance for your consideration and action OD rbis vmy important matter.

, Senior Vice President, and
ition Member

cc: The Honorable Dianne Feinsten, United ST.ates Senator, (202) 228-3954 (fax)

MACTEC ENGINEERING AND CONSUL. TING, INC,
200 CITADEL. DRIVE . L.OS ANGELES. CAUFORNfA 901346-1554

(323) 889-5300. FAX 1323) 721-&700
www,mac:Iec. com
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August 29. ~O3

201.366.'7201

Tho Hoaonb1e N OIDIID Y. MmeIaS~ 
S. Department ofTrmsportation .

400 Sewrlth SIr- S.W., 10200
W8Shin1fOD, D.C. 20590 .

Dear Mr. Smeary:

Ac . afd18 Loa Aai- Cllllaq MoWB.tr 21 eo.Htioa. we woald Jib: to =Ph* our 8ttOftg

support for the complcd~ ofa Full FundiJJg Grant (FPGA) for tho F..astsidc Lisht Rai1 Project
m Loa Angeles. CaIiforJD&

The Mobility 21 CoaJiiion iI. DOIIp8Itisan orpm~nD of uaauportatioJ1 nk',.J, ~tdCfS and
their l'epi~ves . The primaIy mission of1be roalitioa is to aducate md advocate for Los ADgolos
CoUIJ.tY1S traIIBportation priorities fit 1he fcdcraJ, arad loc:allcvo1s. The Mobility 21 Coalition Nudes 
more d1aD 500 buBluesSl~ bwliDess associ8aicms, 1Z8DIpOr1ItioII provi- noa-potits, CI1vU~t21

, groupE am, aDd Iahor ofIic:Wl. 

As RCOguition ofhis COIOa.1itmcnt to Los and the impomnce of this project, Presideot Bush's FY
2003 Budget 1eQOf11ftU!O~ 1bst1he 'BasIIidc Projeot sa~ an FFGA. F'1mhR-. the Pn$dcIDt's Budget
for IT 2004 indlI&d $55 mi1:b for the Pndect. WJWe we 8M wry p1eual with the the
AdmiDistradon has given the prOj~ -we are co~ that the Eastside Project bas no! yof beca graDtt;d
an FFOA by the Fr.deul Tnusit AdmiDUtratian. Witbaut 811 FPGA, the project wilt face li~A~tdelays. 
'Ibe Easlside Project is a six-mile 1i&hr ni1 tl'lUl!lit systau that hID thIioa. SadaD in cI.owDtowD Los

Anic1cs to East LoI ad will serve ODe of tU most popuIad.ou in 1be DIllion.
'l1Nt rome would also SCMS 80 brina economie vi1l1ity to IQ 8RIII 'When tho ataap ammI bouseboJ.d
h1come is be1ow $25,000. AceordiDS ro the! l.o& ADpJes Couoty MetropoJitaD. T1'IIDSpOI1atioa AutbOrity,
COD5ttIICtion of1h~ Eastaidt Project will PJeOfe over 45 000 dsott-termjobs IUd over 1.000 Joos-t=l
jobs: From the p1amJcd Little Tokyo/Arts District station to its tenniDns in Bast Los Ange1e.s. this'

, "

dynamic, inDovadivD, ad muc1Hnticlpltcd Hsht rai11bJe dearly c!eMn85 the fccknl. 
IUppOrt..

Your !ddership in without delay. 1111 FFGA for the Eastaide PIQjem would be grer41y
appreciated. We d18Dk you in adVance for your couideration and motion on this importmt matter.

:n I~~d Chair and
Mobility 21 ~emb: 
oo~ The Hcmomble Dianne FeinBteD, U.S. ~. 202.228.39'4 , (fax) '

O. Box 8193. LoG AnSCles, CA 90008 . 1(800) 60s. 7174. \Vww.CrcnshawCbambet.com.



ANTONIO R. VILLARAIGOSA
COUNCILMEMBER OF THE FOURTEENTH DISTRICT

August 20 , 2003

The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta , Secretary
S. Department of Transportation 

400 Seventh Street, S.W., Room 10200
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As a member of the Los Angeles County Mobility 21 Coalition and City Councilmember for much
of the project area, I would like to express my strong support for the completion of a Full Funding
Grant Agreement (FFGA) for the Eastside Light Rail Project in Los Angeles, California.

The Mobility 21 Coalition is a nonpartisan countywide organization of transportation
stakeholders and their representatives whose mission is to'educate and advocate for Los
Angeles County's transportation priorities at the federal, state and loeallevels. The Mobility 21
Coalition includes more than 500 businesses, business associations, transportation providers
non-profits, environmental groups, transportation users, public officials and labor officials.

Recognizing the importance of this project, President Bush's FY 2003 Budget recommended
that the Eastside Project receive an FFGA. Further, the President's Budget for FY 2004 
included $55 million for the Project. However, we are concerned that the Eastside Project has
not yet been granted an FFGA by the Federal Transit Administration. Without such an 
agreement.. the project will face significant delays.

The Eastside Project is a six-mile light rail transit system that runs from Union Station in 
downtown Los Angeles to East Los Angeles, and will serve one of the mo~t transit-dependent
populations in the nation. The route will also serve to bring economic vitality to an area Where
the average annual household income is below $25,000. The Eastside Project will generate
more than 45,000 short-term and 1 000 lon~term jobs. From the planned Little Tokyo/Arts
District station to its segment terminus in East Los Angeles, this dynamic, innovative, and much-
anticipated light rail line clearly deserves the federal government's support.

Your leadership in securing a FFGA for the Eastside Project would be greatly appreciated. I
appreciate your consideration.

y, #' 

CA-
ONIO R. VILLARAIGOSA

Councilmember, 14th District
ARVlljb

cc: The Honorable Dianne Feinstein , U.S. Senator

City Hall Office . 200 N. Spring Street, Room 425 . Los Angeles, CA 90012 . Phone (213) 485-3335 . Fax (213) 847-0680

Boyle Heights Office . 2130 E. First Street, Suite 202 . Los Angeles, CA 90033 . Phone (323) 526-3059 . Fax (323) 526-3066

Eagle Rock/Highland Park Office' 2035 Colorado Boulevard' Los Angeles, CA 90041 . (323) 254-5295 . Fax (213) 485-8788

EI Sereno Office' 5150 N. Huntington Drive, Suite 111 . Los Angeles, CA 90032 . (323) 226-1646 . Fax (323) 226-1644


