



PLANNING & PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE




April 16, 2003

SUBJECT:
FISCAL YEAR 2003-04 FEDERAL TRANSIT

ADMINISTRATION SECTION 5310 PROGRAMMING RECOMMENDATIONS

ACTION:

ADOPTION OF FTA SECTION 5310 LOCAL SCORES

FOR LOS ANGELES COUNTY PROJECTS

RECOMMENDATION

A. Approve the local scores for the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5310 projects in Attachment 1 and authorize staff to include the applications recommended for funding in the 2003-04 Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP);

B. Authorize the Chief Executive Officer to execute the Resolution in Attachment 2 and transmit the Resolution and scoring recommendations to Caltrans.

ISSUE

The Section 5310 program annually provides funding for social service and public agencies for capital grants for transportation of senior citizens and persons with disabilities.   The MTA, as the Regional Transportation Planning Agency for Los Angeles County, has responsibility for evaluating all Section 5310 grant applications from agencies in the county and forwarding the local priorities and scores to Caltrans.  If approved by the Board, the local ranking and scores will be forwarded to Caltrans staff who will combine scores from other areas and develop a ranking of all projects in the state.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The process for scoring and for the distribution of Section 5310 funds is controlled by the California Transportation Commission.  There is no opportunity for variation from one county to the next.    Section 5310 funds are distributed to states based on population.  Two other federal funding programs, the Job Access Reverse Commute (JARC) and the proposed New Freedom Initiative, are being considered for similar distribution to states on a formula basis.  If the formula distribution of these federal funds is approved, the MTA may wish to consider opportunities to provide more local input on the allocation of these funds, for example, as part of the ongoing countywide  program to better coordinate public transportation with health and human services transportation.

OPTIONS

The MTA is required under California Transportation Commission Resolution G-97-01 to score projects from their region and forward the adopted scores to Caltrans.
FINANCIAL IMPACT

The FTA Section 5310 program is a Federal grant program that is not available for general MTA expenses.  There is no local match required from the MTA.  Each agency receiving funding provides the local match for its project(s).  By providing funding for agencies transporting persons with disabilities, the recommended projects have the potential to reduce demand for Access Paratransit, the ADA paratransit service operated by Access Services. 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION

The FTA Section 5310 program is a competitive capital grant program for private non‑profit corporations and, under certain conditions, public agencies.  Eligibility for these funds is limited to providers of services to the elderly and individuals with disabilities.  The program is administered in California by Caltrans and consists of 80% Federal and 20% local funding.  Approximately $8 million of Section 5310 federal funds is expected to be available statewide.  In Los Angeles County, 16 agencies applied, requesting a total of $2.5 million for 54 vehicles plus related communications and computer equipment.   One agency withdrew its application during the review process in order to devote more time to determining its needs.  One agency reduced the number of vehicles requested.  Final applications were received from 15 agencies, requesting  $2.4 million for 52 vehicles plus related equipment.  The total number of applications and amounts requested were less this year than in previous years, reflecting budget issues affecting many eligible agencies.

Each year, the role of the MTA in this grant process is to establish a local review committee (LRC), score the applications, forward the scores to Caltrans, and program the requests into the RTIP.  Representatives on the LRC are MTA staff and members of the Local Transit Systems Subcommittee and the Accessibility Advisory Committee; LRC members represent providers of services to seniors and persons with disabilities, users of transportation services, non-profit and for-profit transportation service providers and the MTA.  The LRC used statewide criteria developed by Caltrans to score the applications.  These criteria specify the scores possible in each of five categories:  need for the requested equipment, client need for the agency’s transportation services, agency’s transportation effectiveness, agency’s transportation management ability, and coordination of transportation-related activities with other agencies.   Both the Local Transit Systems Subcommittee and the Accessibility Advisory Committee have reviewed the local scores and ranking of projects.

ATTACHMENTS

1.
Scoring Process and Local Applicant Scores

2. Resolution Certifying Project Consistency with Regional Transportation Plan
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Attachment 1

SCORING PROCESS AND APPLICANTS’ SCORES

Caltrans has developed Statewide evaluation criteria for Section 5310 applications.  The total amount of available points is 100.  The number of projects that will be funded is dependent on the amount of funding available from the FTA, which is not known at this time but is expected to be $8 million for California.  

In November 2002, Caltrans distributed notices to 1,500 Los Angeles County social service and public agencies about the Section 5310 application process.  Approximately 100 Los Angeles agencies requested application packets, and 15 Los Angeles agencies attended a January workshop conducted by Caltrans and MTA staff explaining the application and evaluation processes.  In addition, Access Services sponsored a workshop in December 2002 for potential applicants, at which MTA staff and Access Services staff provided detailed information about the application process to representatives from 25 agencies.  In addition, staff of both MTA and Access Services, which is the Consolidated Transportation Services Agency (CTSA) for Los Angeles County, received inquiries from over 30 agencies regarding eligibility and coordination requirements.  Sixteen non-profit agencies submitted applications to the MTA on February 6, 2003.  The Local Transit Systems Subcommittee and Accessibility Advisory Committee each appointed members to serve on the Local Review Committee (LRC).  LRC members evaluated every project in the applications, and met with each applicant February 25 and February 28, 2003.   During the local review process, one agency withdrew its application, to enable its staff to better determine the agency’s needs for a future application.  A second agency reduced the number of vehicles requested.  Because meetings with applicants were held before the final application deadline, applicants had an opportunity to make changes and add information to their applications based on these sessions.  Applicants provided revised applications to MTA by March 6, 2003, and mailed applications to Caltrans Headquarters in Sacramento by the state deadline of March 7, 2003. 

The recommended scores for the local projects are noted on the following pages.  The projects are ranked from highest-priority to lowest, based on the scores.  Following the priority listing is a list of the agencies submitting applications and each agency’s total request.
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