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By Director LaBonge

On November3, 1998,Los AngelesCountyvoterspassedPropositionA,
“The MetropolitanTransitAuthority (MTA) ReformandAccountabilityAct
of 1998,” which bannedthe MTA from spendingsalestax revenueson
subwayprojects. Thismeasurewasplacedbeforethevotersasa reactionto
the largecostof subwayconstruction,reducedfederalfunding,perceived
mismanagementon thepartof theMTA, andthe availability of otherless
costlymasstransitoptions.

Sincethat time, MTA hasundertakentheconstructionof buswaysandlight
rail lines,suchasthe Gold Line to Pasadenaandthe Gold Line Eastside
Extension,the SanFernandoValley Metro Rapidwayandrapidbusservices
acrossthe Valley andMid-City to addresscontinuedcongestionin the
region. Theexpansionof the RedLine from Hollywoodto North
Hollywood wascompletedwithin budget,asconstructionbecamemore
efficient. Currently, thereareover100,000weekdayboardingson the Red
Line, andit is projectedthat the metropolitanLos Angelesregionwill have
to accommodatethepopulationsof an additionaltwo Chicagopopulations
overthenext twenty-five years. Sincewe are currentlystrugglingto service
ourexistingpopulation,we musthavealternativetransportationsources.

It is time to reconsiderthebanon subwaysbecauseit prohibitsa thorough
discussionof all transportationoptionswhenconsideringmasstransit
expansion.Theproblemsleadingto the 1998 and 1985 lawshavebeendealt
with throughnumerousmanagementchangesat MTA. Furthermore,new
technologieshavebeendevelopedto ventgas,preventfires, andimprovethe
generalsafetyassociatedwith subwayconstruction.All transportation
optionsmustbe availableto theregionin orderto addressLos Angeles’
continuedpopulationgrowththathasoverwhelmedtheregion’salready
crowdedhighwaysandstreets,increasingtravel timesandloweringair
quality. Recognizingtechnologicaladvancementsandincreasedpublic
support,the Los AngelesCity Council on September28, 2004unanimously
approveda similarresolutionwith which the Mayor concurredon October
12, 2004.



I MOVE that theMTA Boardsupportfederallegislationthat lifts the
prohibitionon theuseof federalfunds for theplanning,designing,
constructingor operatinga subwaywithin theboundariesof Robertson
Boulevardto BeverlyBoulevard,OakwoodAvenueto La BreaAvenue;
La Breato MeiroseAvenue;MelroseAvenueto RossmoreAvenue;
RossmoreAvenueto EighthStreet;La BreaAvenueto Olympic Boulevard;
Olympic Boulevardto SanVicenteBoulevard;SanVicenteBoulevardto
Third Avenue(asperthemapattached).

I FURTHER MOVE thatthe MTA PlanningDepartmentstaffidentify for
theBoardthoseelementsof the 1998 CountyPropositionA thatpertainto
theuseof local salestax revenuesfor subwayprojects. Basedonthat
analysis,the staffshouldmakerecommendationsto removeanyrestrictions
regardingthe useof transportationsalestax revenuesfor planning,
designing,constructingor operatinganynew subway.
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