Background of Predecessor Agencies
The Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority, LAMTA (1951-1964) was the first publicly governed transit agency in Los Angeles.  It was initially responsible for the planning of a new mass transit system to replace the aging remnants of transit systems built by Pacific Electric, PE (1899-1953) and Los Angeles Railway, LARy (1895-1945).  Those systems had reached their peak track size and ridership in 1925.  On March 3, 1958, LAMTA purchased the passenger routes and assets of the two successors to PE and LARy, Metropolitan Coach Lines (1953-1958) and Los Angeles Transit Lines (1945-1958) making the LAMTA the main transit services provider in Los Angeles, at its first publicly governed, owned and operated transit system.
Unfortunately, the LAMTA had no ability to raise tax revenues or powers of eminent domain, and its seven member governing board was appointed by the State Governor, making the task of building local support for mass transit improvements challenging. It stumbled over its monorail plans, failed to obtain capital funding for its Wilshire Backbone Route subway plan, and replaced ten remaining electric rail and trolleybus  lines with diesel buses without considering a modernization plan for those existing rail services.  Among its successes were creating the first senior discount fare in the US, and marketing limited stop express bus service on Wilshire Blvd.
Community dissatisfaction with the underpowered LAMTA led to a complete re-write of its legislative authority.  While referred to in State legislation as a merger, the District Law (SB41, Rees) completely overwrote the original LAMTA Act.  The Southern California Rapid Transit District, also known as the SCRTD or the “District” (1964-1993) was created as the successor to LAMTA and given the powers of eminent domain, taxation with voter approval, and a more representative Board appointed by local elected officials.  
SCRTD took its legislative authority for mass transit system planning and transit operations seriously.  It took over eleven failing bus transit companies, built the El Monte Busway, studied and extensively tested alternative fuel propulsion for buses, took three mass transit initiatives before voters, operated over 3,000 buses in four counties at its peak, and obtained a federal full funding grant agreement to commence construction of the Metro Rail subway project in 1986.
The Los Angeles County Transportation Commission, also known as LACTC or the “Commission” (1977-1993) was created by the State in 1976 as a separate countywide transportation planning agency, along with transportation commissions in San Bernardino, Riverside, and Orange counties.  At the time the Transit District was initially created, there were no transit or transportation grant programs available from the State or Federal governments.  Once funding sources became available from the Urban Mass Transit Administration (now the Federal Transit Administration or FTA), the California Transportation Commission, and others, the creation of county transportation commissions was intended to efficiently coordinate transportation planning and funding programs.  
County Transportation Commissions were given the ability to raise local revenues with voter approval.  LACTC was successful with voter approved half-cent sale tax initiatives in 1980 (Proposition A) and 1990 (Proposition C).  From these new local funding sources, the Los Angeles County Transportation Commission built the Blue and Green light rail lines, purchased 450 miles of rail rights of way from Southern Pacific, and created the Metrolink commuter rail system.  It subsidized transportation projects in all 88 cities in Los Angeles County and provided formula subsidies to municipal transit operators through its Local Return program.
As the two agencies matured and were building rail-based mass rapid transit systems, heavy rail by the District and light rail by the Commission, the State created a merger of the two agencies effective February 1, 1993.  In this case, there was no new law that completely replaced the laws of the predecessor agencies.  Instead, a bill that mostly modified the language of the Commission law created the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority.  AB152 (Katz) the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority Reform Act of 1992, was signed into law by Governor Pete Wilson on May 19, 1992.  The merger of the Southern California Rapid Transit District (1964-1993) and the Los Angeles County Transportation Commission (1976-1993) became effective on February 1, 1993 with both prior agencies being dissolved effective April 1, 1993.  It left the SCRTD or “District” law nearly unchanged and added new language to the LACTC or “Commission” law, notably the ethics and Inspector General sections. Clean up legislation over the years clarified minor issues from the merger or new initiatives.
The key section of the Public Utilities Code that ties the responsibilities of the District and the Commission together under the Transportation Authority is section 130051.14:  

“On and after April 1, 1993, any reference in this part, or in any other provision of law or regulation, to the Southern California Rapid Transit District or to the Los Angeles County Transportation Commission or to the county transportation commission in general shall be deemed to refer to the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority.”
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