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In this issue:

· Section 1909 Commission Field Hearing Agenda
· Executive Management and Audit Committee Discussions
· Westside/Central Service Sector Public Hearing Recap
· Westside Extension Transit Corridor RFP Released
· Of Note


	Section 1909 Commission Field Hearing Agenda

The agenda for the National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission’s (Section 1909 Commission) upcoming field hearing in Los Angeles was released earlier today.  The hearing will held on February 21st and 22nd in Metro’s Board Room and will feature presentations from transportation stakeholders from across the United States including U.S. Secretary of Transportation Mary Peters, California Business, Transportation and Housing Agency Deputy Secretary Barry Sedlik, Caltrans Director Will Kempton, California Transportation Commissioner John Barna, Senator Alan Lowenthal, Assemblyman Pedro Nava and Board Chair Gloria Molina.  

Attendees will participate in panels on the topics of Trade and Commerce, Mobility, Congestion and Safety, Partnership and Collaboration and The Means by Which We Can Transition to the Next Generation Transportation System.  As part of the hearing, the Commissioners will also receive a helicopter tour of the area’s freeway systems and Alameda Corridor and a boat tour of the Port of Long Beach.
Metro Board members are invited to attend the field hearings and two receptions being hosted to welcome Section 1909 commissioners to Los Angeles County.  The first reception will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on February 20th at the Tom Bradley Room at Los Angeles City Hall.  The second Section 1909 reception will be held from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on February 21st at the Fred Harvey room at Union Station.  Please contact my office if you would like to attend any of these events.

Executive Management and Audit Committee Discussions
A reporter with City News Service attended today’s Executive Management and Audit Committee meeting.  Stories are expected to run over the wire service regarding committee discussion on the agreement reached with the LA Marathon to pay for race participants to ride the Metro system free of charge on race day, March 4th.
Stories are also anticipated on Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa’s motion directing staff to look at the feasibility of implementing a cost neutral Wi-Fi Internet access program on Metro Rail.

Westside/Central Service Sector Public Hearing Recap

The Westside/Central Service Sector Governance Council held a public hearing last night to discuss service changes proposed for June 2007.  This was the last of the scheduled public hearings on the topic of the “June Shake-Up.”  At the hearing, ten people provided verbal comment and two letters were submitted.  No media was present.

Many comments expressed support for the roll-out of Rapid Service on Santa Monica Boulevard and Rapid Express Service on Wilshire Boulevard.  Other comments opposed the proposed cancellation of Route 21 (Wilshire local to UCLA), and the proposed shortening of some Line 20 (Wilshire local) and Line 720 (Wilshire Rapid) buses to the intersection of Wilshire and Westwood.  Additional comments were received regarding proposed changes from other sectors affecting travel within the Westside/Central Service are -- specifically:

1
the proposed cancellation of Line 305 which currently provides a direct connection from the South Bay to West Hollywood; and 

2
the proposed route change that would end Crenshaw Rapid 710 service north of Wilshire and instead connect to the Wilshire/Western Metro Red Line Station which currently provides a direct link between the South Bay and Hollywood.

Westside/Central staff will now review, research and discuss the comments received last night along with those submitted by phone, mail, and email through the customer service center.  Staff will then prepare responses and final recommendations for the Governance Council to review at the Sector’s next regularly scheduled meeting, Wednesday, March 14th at 5:00 p.m. at the La Cienega Tennis Center in Beverly Hills.  

Westside Extension Transit Corridor RFP Released

A Request for Proposals (RFP) for Consultant Services to study the Westside Extension Transit Corridor was posted on Metro.net yesterday.  The RFP is for an alternatives analysis (AA), tunnel feasibility and conceptual engineering study.  The AA Study is the first step in environmentally clearing an extension of the Metro Purple/Red line to the Westside.  Possible destinations for the Westside Extension Transit Corridor include the Fairfax District, West Hollywood, Beverly Hills, Century City, Westwood/UCLA, West Los Angeles and Santa Monica.  The RFP also includes options for draft and final Environmental Impact documents and Preliminary Engineering if the Board so approves. 

All questions about this project should be directed to Metro’s Contract Administrator, Barbara Gatewood at (213) 922-7317, during the procurement period (February 14th to April 12th).   
Of Note
On this date in 1887, franchise was granted for both the Pomona Street Railway and Holt & San Antonio Ave. Street Railway Companies.  Line service began for the Holt & San Antonio Ave. Street Railway Company on February 10, 1888. Operations for the Pomona Street Railway Company began two months later in April 1888.  
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