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In this issue:

· House Panel Clears SAFETEA-LU Corrections Bill
· Metro Graduates Largest Operator Class in History
· Metro and Caltrans Host Los Angeles Women’s Transportation Coalition Workshop
· Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting Recap
· Of Note


	House Panel Clears SAFETEA-LU Corrections Bill 

Earlier today, the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee marked up and approved a measure (H.R. 1195) that makes technical corrections to SAFETEA-LU.  The legislation, which consists primarily of minor revisions to project descriptions, is nearly identical to last year's version which cleared the House but never proceeded to conference with the Senate.  Of relevance to Metro, H.R. 1195 includes a provision that designates Metro as the recipient of an $836,000 earmark from the bus and bus facilities program instead of Urban Partners, the intended recipient.  Urban Partners originally planned to use the earmark for its Wilshire-Vermont development project.  However, because Urban Partners is not a federally-designated recipient of federal transportation funds, last year the Metro Board agreed to exchange funds with Urban Partners.  Today's action in the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee is the first step in producing the necessary legislative changes that will allow this exchange of funds to occur.  H.R. 1195 is expected to be brought to the House floor within the next few weeks.  

Metro Graduates Largest Operator Class in History
Last Friday, February 23rd, Metro’s Operations Central Instruction (OCI) graduated the largest class in recorded history.  24 of 27 students who began operator instruction on January 15th, successfully completed OCI’s training program.  The success was a direct result of Metro’s collaboration with the Bridge Program, Human Resource’s steady recruitment efforts, and OCI’s commitment to safe, courteous and reliable service.
Metro and Caltrans Host Los Angeles Women’s Transportation Coalition Workshop
On Monday afternoon Metro’s Diversity and Economic Opportunity Department (DEOD) and Caltrans hosted a Los Angeles Women’s Transportation Coalition Workshop at the Caltrans Headquarters building.  The event highlighted contract opportunities for small business enterprises that may result from the passage of Proposition 1B and the ongoing dialogue regarding public-private partnership trends.  Featured speakers included:  Billie Greer, Director Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s Los Angeles Office; Samuel J. Wallace, a Small Business Enterprise Officer from the California Business, Transportation & Housing Agency; David Horner, Chief Counsel for the Federal Transit Administration and the U.S. Department of Transportation; Jennifer Gress, a consultant for the Senate Transportation and Housing Committee; Brandon J. Davis, an attorney with Nossaman, Gunther, Knox Elliott LLP;  Linda Bohlinger, Vice President for HNTB, and Metro’s DEOD Sr. Representative, Kellie Irving.   
Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting Recap

The Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board met earlier today and voted to:

· approve a Master Cooperative Agreement between the Authority and AT&T California;

· approve the final negotiated price for Stage 1 services associated with the Phase 2 Expo Project (for a total amount of $5,216,531); and

· sponsor and support legislation pertaining to the California Public Utilities Commission and timely approval of the Authority’s grade crossing applications. 

The Expo Board also received and filed the monthly project status update.

The next scheduled meeting is April 5, 2007.

Of Note
On this date in 1972, Division 2 took delivery of one of four steam turbine powered buses for a year-long $7.9 million demonstration project sponsored by the Urban Mass Transit Administration (now FTA) and the California Air Resources Board.  San Diego, Sacramento and San Francisco’s transit agencies also received steam powered coaches with propulsion systems designed by William Lear (of Lear Jet fame).
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