	[image: image1.png]



	
	Daily Brief

	Monday March 5, 2007
20070305-0
	
	CEO Roger Snoble

 

	[image: image2.jpg]America’s ;-i‘/ Best




In this issue:

· USDOT Analyzes Conditions and Performance of Nation’s Transportation Infrastructure
· Assemblyman Ted Lieu Introduces Legislation on the Metro Green Line
· Los Angeles Marathon Support


	USDOT Analyzes Conditions and Performance of Nation's Transportation Infrastructure 

Recently, the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) released a report entitled, "2006 Status of the Nation's Highways, Bridges and Transit: Conditions and Performance Report to Congress."  The report, issued annually, is designed to provide an assessment of the physical conditions, operational performance and financing mechanisms of highways, bridges and transit systems.  Among its key findings, USDOT concludes that the physical conditions of the nation's highway and bridge system have improved in some areas and that operational performance has declined.  With respect to transit, the report finds that increased federal funding for transit capital investment ordered in recent years by Congress, combined with a substantial increase in state and local government funding, has expanded transit infrastructure and enabled the condition of most transit assets to be maintained or improved between 1997 and 2004.  The report also asserts that universal application of congestion pricing to all congested highways and aggressive implementation of ITS (intelligent transportation systems) strategies can reduce the level of future investment needs.  
Assemblyman Ted Lieu Introduces Legislation on the Metro Green Line

Assemblyman Ted Lieu (D-Torrance) recently introduced Assembly Bill 889 (attached) to establish a Metro Green Line Construction Authority.  The bill is co-authored by Senator Jenny Oropeza (D-Carson).  The light rail project would extend the existing Metro Green Line to the north and south, including an initial segment to the Los Angeles International Airport.  As proposed in AB 889, the Metro Green Line Construction Authority’s role and responsibilities will mirror that of the Exposition Light Rail Construction Authority.  However, the bill measure also stipulates that members of the Authority will be appointed by the legislature.  Metro’s Government Relations staff will present AB 889 and other measures to the Board for position adoption as part of the March Regular Board Meeting cycle. 

Los Angeles Marathon Support
Metro’s Rail and Bus Operations staff reported that the support system instituted for yesterday’s Los Angeles Marathon were successful.  In particular, Rail Operations staff estimate that nearly 15,000 people rode the Metro Red Line between the 7th/Metro and Universal City Stations.  15 6-car trains operated on 6-minute headways continuously between 5:45 a.m. yesterday and 7:30 a.m.  10 minute headways were later instituted between 9:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  

Similarly, the Metro Blue Line operated 3-car trains with 12-minute headways between the line’s Long Beach and 7th/Metro Stations and 6-minute headways between the Imperial/Wilmington and 7th/Metro Stations.  The Metro Gold Line also operated on an increased frequency during the morning hours.    

Operators and supervisors reported a significant number of spectators using the rail system to cheer on family and friends at the Metro Red Line’s Hollywood, Wilshire/Normandie, and Wilshire/Western Stations as well as the Metro Blue Line’s Pico and Grand Stations.  Many observers used Day Passes purchased at both standing and portable fare collection machines.

Staff also reported that bus/rail interfaces at Wilshire/Western, Grand, Vernon and Union Station worked well.  This success was due, in part, to a number of customer service agents stationed in the field who were able to assist thousands of customers with one-on-one routing information.  Also a credit to supervisors in the field, bus operations in the San Fernando Valley, Hollywood and Wilshire areas were reinstituted with normal schedules by 11:30 a.m. allowing for minimal delay on the part of weekend travelers.
All in all, Metro’s support of the 2007 Los Angeles Marathon appears to have been a resounding success.  A formal debrief from the event will occur later this week.  Comprehensive results will be distributed to the Board later this month.
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