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	Gerald Francis Heads to WMATA
Gerald Francis, Metro’s Chief of Rail Operations announced his resignation from Metro earlier today.  At the end of the month, he will head to Washington, D.C. to become Deputy General Manager for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transportation Authority (WMATA), under new General Manager and former Metro Chief Operating Officer, John Catoe.  

Gerald has been an integral part of Metro’s team for the past five years and I have truly enjoyed working with him for the past 13 years (in Dallas and Los Angeles).  While he will absolutely be missed, I wish him nothing but the best in his new position in Washington, D.C.
Trade Corridor Infrastructure Fund Kick-Off Meeting
Now that the California Transportation Commission (CTC) has allocated its first round of Proposition 1B funding through the Corridor Mobility Improvement Program, the second step in the appropriation of last year’s Proposition 1B monies is set to begin.  In addition to the $4.5 billion in Corridor Mobility Improvement monies, Proposition 1B also included $2 billion in Trade Corridor Infrastructure Funds (TCIF) for federally-designated “Trade Corridors of National Significance.”  

The pre-established criteria for funding under this category requires that projects:

· Provide highway capacity and operational improvements to move freight more efficiently
· Have Truck Corridors improvements, including dedicated truck lanes

· Have Freight rail system improvements

· Enhance capacity and efficiency at Ports

· Have Surface transportation improvements to facilitate goods movement to and from airports

· Have supplemental funding that is at least equal to the amount contributed by this fund source.

The CTC’s TCIF Work Group will hold it’s Kick-Off Meeting on Friday, March 16th at the Caltrans Gateway Oaks Office (2800 Gateway Oaks Drive) in Sacramento.  The meeting will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The TCIF Work Group will discuss deadlines for funding applications and further criteria for allocating monies under this bond category.

Congestion Mitigation Fee Policy Advisory Committee Meeting

The Congestion Mitigation Fee Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) held its fourth meeting on Wednesday, February 28th at the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce.  Per Board directive, Metro staff provided a draft set of Guiding Principles to thirty-four PAC attendees from the private and public sectors for their review and comment.  During the subsequent discussion, several PAC members made suggestions regarding additions to the Draft Guiding Principles.  

Options were presented on how a fee program could be structured, whether the program should be structured as a countywide, one-fee program, or a multi-jurisdictional, multi-fee program.  In addition, options were presented on how cities could generate the fee revenue, such as whether the fee revenue would be generated by the traditional trip-generation method, or by setting revenue targets that the cities could then allocate to different land uses.  After considerable discussion on these options no recommendations were made at this time.  These and other policy issues will be addressed at subsequent PAC meetings.

The next meeting of the PAC is scheduled for Friday, March 28th at 9:00 am at the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce.

March Regionwide Transportation CEOs Meeting Cancelled
The Regionwide Transportation CEOs Meeting that was originally scheduled for this Friday, March 9th has been cancelled.  The next meeting will be held on April 13th. 
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