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	Multi-Agency Homeland Security Drill Scheduled

In 2005, Metro received a Homeland Security Grant in the amount of $150,000 to conduct multi-agency disaster drills.  The first of these drills has been scheduled to take place on Saturday, April 28th from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Union Station.  This drill will measure participating agencies’ ability to put in place the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) recommended Transit System Protective measures during a “Red Alert” level threat condition.  

During this exercise, Red Team members will attempt to penetrate checkpoints and reach five selected targets at Union Station.  Team members will have a simulated ten pound explosive package that will contain an explosive odor.  The goal of the exercise is to locate the suspicious package.  So far, the agencies participating in the exercise include the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department (LASD), Metro Security, LASD Reserves, Metrolink, Orange County Sheriff’s Department, Amtrak, and the TSA. 

Per FTA regulations, patrons using the transit system during a red alert will have their baggage checked and their vehicles searched before being allowed to enter the facility.  There will be pedestrian/vehicle checkpoints in and around Union Station as well as at the Metro Gold Line’s Chinatown Station, the Metro Red/Purple Line’s Civic Center Station and the Metrolink/Amtrak Stations at Cal State Los Angeles, Glendale and Norwalk.

This April drill is being conducted on a voluntary basis and, as such, transit riders will be given a choice as to whether or not they would like to participate.  Should people elect not to be searched, they will be directed to a different entrance to the complex that is not part of the drill. 

On December 10, 2006, Metro conducted a table top exercise regarding this drill in the Board Room with all the participating agencies.  The exercise lasted approximately four hours.  

Los Angeles County Transit Ridership Up 5.74% 

Media Relations distributed a news release earlier today announcing that Americans took 10.1 billion trips on public transportation nationwide in 2006 – the most in 49 years.  Over the last decade, public transportation’s growth rate outpaced the growth rate of the population at large and of vehicle miles traveled on our nation’s highways. 

On the Metro system in Los Angeles, ridership increased 5.74% from 2005 to 2006, nearly twice the national average of 2.9%.  Specifically, Metro bus ridership grew 5.28% and rail grew 8.07% over the past year.

The news release notes that Metro has introduced a host of new services which make public transit use in Los Angeles a better alternative than solo driving for a growing number of Angelenos.  These services include new Metro Rapid Lines, the Metro Orange Line in the San Fernando Valley, and new Metro Express Lines that utilize freeway High Occupancy Vehicle lanes.  Metro is also currently in the process of extending the Metro Gold Line from downtown Los Angeles to East Los Angeles.  Additionally, construction has begun for the new Expo Line from downtown to Culver City.  KNX Radio and City News Service may run stories later today.

Metro Visited by Delegation from Seoul, South Korea

A delegation from the City of Seoul, South Korea visited Metro last Friday (March 9th) to learn about rail operations procedures.  I was happy to welcome the group to Los Angeles.  Shortly thereafter, the 10 member delegation boarded the Metro Red and Blue Lines to tour the Rail Operations Control Center.  The delegation was composed of people from the Seoul Mass Rapid Transportation Authority’s Electric Circuit, Facilities, Rolling Stock, Operations Management, Communications and Safety & Health units.  
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