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	Westside/Central Service Sector Approves June Bus Service Changes

Last night, the Westside/Central Service Sector approved a large series of service changes.  Staff recommendations approved by the Sector’s Governance Council include the implementation of a new Metro Rapid route on Santa Monica Boulevard, a new Rapid Express route on Wilshire Boulevard, and efficiency improvements on Lines 10/11, 16/316, and 720.  

Staff recommendations on Line 20/21 (Tier 1 service) were referred to the Metro Board for approval due to conflicts by a Governance Council member.  

The approved Westside/Central Service Sector Service Change Plan also includes a goal of meeting FY08 Revenue Service Hour Reduction targets, service efficiencies and service hour reinvestments to implement Rapid Express and the new Santa Monica Boulevard Rapid – all of which are associated with the implementation of Metro Connections.  

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Construction Update

Media Relations distributed a news release this afternoon which outlines upcoming street closures and provides a construction update for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension project in Boyle Heights and East Los Angeles.  Much of the current construction activities are taking place at street level, including street improvements and the installation of a sewer line.

The release noted that the intersection of Third Street and McBride Avenue in East Los Angeles will be closed until the end of March for street improvements. Motorists through the area will be re-directed with signs.  At the same time, Arizona Avenue, which has been closed for similar improvements, will be re-opened.  Pedestrian traffic will be allowed on the north side of the street.  
In Boyle Heights, construction crews will excavate a trench for a sewer line on March 21st and 22nd in front of the El Mercado entrance on First Street.  During this time, the alley entrance to El Mercado, just east of Lorena Street, will be closed.  Work is scheduled from both days from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.  Customers and patrons will be directed to enter El Mercado from Lorena Street.  Additionally, residents and patrons should expect restrictions on street parking on First Street. Pedestrian traffic will be rerouted to the south side of the street. 
For both construction sites, access to emergency vehicles will be maintained at all times.

New Matchbox® Metro City Bus Debuts
This morning, Media Relations issued a news release announcing a partnership with Mattel’s Matchbox® brand to create a new “City Bus” vehicle fashioned after Metro’s distinctive poppy orange Local Bus.  The new Matchbox® car will provide children and collectors alike with a chance to own a miniature version of the popular and ubiquitous buses that serve Los Angeles County.

As part of the new licensing partnership, Matchbox® will make die-cast replicas of the Metro Local, Metro Rapid and Metro Express buses, with the first of the 1:64-scale Metro buses, the Metro Local, coming out this month.  The Metro Rapid bus will arrive in stores this spring, followed by the miniature Metro Express this summer.  
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TRAINS Magazine to Feature Metro Rail

Earlier today Rail Operations staff participated in an interview with a columnist from TRAINS Magazine, a monthly trade publication.  The interview focused on Metro’s Rail Operations Control (ROC) Center and its interaction with the Metro Rail System.  Staff provided a tour of the ROC and answered questions regarding service hours, headways, staffing and ridership numbers.  The story is expected to be featured in the June edition.

Of Note
On this date in 1991, the Metro Blue Line was extended from Pico Boulevard to the 7th St/Metro Station.
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