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	Metro/OCTA Coordination Working Group Agenda

The Metro/OCTA Coordination Working Group is scheduled to meet this Friday, March 30th at 10:00 a.m. at the Cerritos Library in Cerritos.

At this meeting, the group will receive updates on rail consolidation on the Los Angeles-San Diego Corridor (LOSSAN) and goods movement.  Status reports on Interstate 5 widening projects in both counties will also be delivered.  Additionally, the group will review a legislative proposal to utilize design-build on the I-405 HOV lane completion project.  

Metro Chief of Real Property Management and Development to Participate in Urban Land Institute Panel

Metro’s Chief of Real Property Management and Development, Roger Moliere, has been invited by the Young Leaders Group of the Urban Land Institute to participate on a distinguished panel highlighting the developments and issues facing the Wilshire Corridor.  The event has been scheduled for Thursday, April 12th at 5100 Wilshire Boulevard with a program that includes a cocktail hour, followed by the panel discussion and a question and answer session.  Other panelists include Los Angeles City Councilman Herb Wesson, Chris Pak of Archeon Group, and Bennet Kim (formerly of Apollo Real Estate Investors).  

Media Examines Proposed Fare Changes

Earlier today, reporters from Channels 7, 34, 62, Univision, La Opinión, the Los Angeles Times, and USC’s Daily Trojan interviewed Metro Media Relations staff regarding the agency’s proposed fare changes.  Staff explained the agency’s operating deficit, noted that we have not raised our basic cash fare since 1994 (in 2004, the regular cash fare was reduced ten-cents), and compared Metro to other large transit properties in regards to both basic cash fares and farebox recovery ratios. The student reporters inquired about claims made by the Bus Riders Union that the staff proposal is racist due to the fact that it will impact minority riders.  Staff explained that Metro is in the business of serving the mobility needs of all 10 million Los Angeles County residents and that this mandate includes not just public transit patrons but those who use all means of traveling throughout Los Angeles -- people of all ethnicities and income levels.

Metro Gold Line Service Impacted

This morning, Metro Media Relations staff alerted City News Service and numerous other media outlets that there was a delay in Metro Gold Line service between the line’s Del Mar and Allen stations.  Last night, a truck tire fell from the Lake Avenue overpass in Pasadena onto the Metro Gold Line’s power lines, causing a power disruption.  A train windshield was also damaged. While emergency crews repaired the power lines, service operated on a single track with 20 minute delays.  Regular service resumed at approximately 7:00 a.m. 

Metro Blue Line Track Work Scheduled for This Weekend

Media Relations distributed a Media Advisory/Rider Alert today noting that rail track work on the Metro Blue Line (Los Angeles to Long Beach) has been scheduled for Friday, March 30th through Sunday, April 1st.  The work will affect Metro Blue Line service between the Vernon and San Pedro stations in Los Angeles. During the three-day period, Metro’s Wayside Track Department will be removing the former Union Pacific railroad crossing between East 25th Street and East Adams Boulevard. Both north and south bound tracks will be out of service along this stretch from 9:00 p.m., Friday March 30th through 9:00 p.m., Saturday, March 31st.

Metro will provide a bus bridge during this time, operating buses between the Vernon, Washington and San Pedro stations.  Patrons will need to disembark trains at either the San Pedro or Vernon Stations (depending on the direction of travel) to complete their route. 

After 9:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 31st, Metro Blue Line trains will operate on one track through the affected area the remainder of the night and continue through Sunday night and early Monday morning until the close of service at approximately 1:00 a.m. The Metro Blue Line will resume full service on Monday, April 2nd.

Metro Teams with Valley College to Recruit Bus Operators

Media Relations issued a news release this morning announcing that Los Angeles Valley College has created a special curriculum for military veterans to assist them in preparing for job interviews as Metro bus operators.  Pre-screenings will be held on March 28th and 29th at 1:00 p.m. at the college’s Professional Media Resource Center (5800 Fulton Avenue) in Valley Glen.  The meetings will include an overview of Metro, the administration of math and reading tests, the distribution of Metro’s bus operator applications and an introduction to the support service offered by Work Source California.

Sector Council Meetings Scheduled for April
Media relations also distributed a news release this afternoon noting the Metro Service Sector Governance Council meetings set for April.  The release encourages the public to attend one of five sector meetings in their community to offer input on Metro Bus service. 
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