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· Passing of Congreswoman Juanita Millender-McDonald
· Transit Access Pass under New Leadership
· National Transportation Marketing & Communications Association Honors Metro’s Marketing


	Passing of Congresswoman Juanita Millender-McDonald

It is with much regret that I inform you of the passing of our Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation, Congresswoman Juanita Millender-McDonald, who passed away yesterday.  Our condolences, prayers and thoughts will be with her family.  The Congresswoman was serving her seventh term in the U.S. House of Representatives and was Chair of the Committee on House Administration, which oversees the operation of House and federal election procedures.

The Congresswoman had a distinguished public service career, having served as a councilmember in the City of Carson, as a State Assemblymember and a Member of Congress.  During her tenure on the powerful House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee she was a strong and determined advocate on Goods Movement issues.  The Congresswoman initiated the House Goods Movement Caucus and worked to secure funding for the I-710 and Gerald Desmond Bridge projects, among other highway and transit projects in her District and throughout Los Angeles County.

Metro was fortunate to have enjoyed a positive working relationship with the Congresswoman and will miss the pro-transportation agenda she brought to Washington, DC on behalf of her constituents.

Under California election procedures, Governor Schwarzenegger has 14 days to set a date for a special election to fill the vacancy in the 37th Congressional District.  Staff will share with you information on any public memorial services as soon as it becomes available.

Transit Access Pass under New Leadership

As the Transit Access Pass (TAP) program begins to move into its full implementation and expansion phases, I have transitioned leadership of the program from Transit Operations to New Business Development, under the direction of Roger Moliere, Chief Real Property Management & Development.  As the UFS/TAP project completes equipment installation and testing, the new TAP project team will explore additional opportunities for the expansion of card distribution and additional revenue generation through usage of TAP media at Metro’s joint development sites in applications for parking systems, office, commercial and retail customers, as well as through strategic partnerships with credit card companies and issuer banks. 

Alex Clifford, General Manager of the Gateway Cities Service Sector, has successfully lead the UFS/TAP Department over the past four years, helping to guide this unique and complex bus/rail project in achieving many important and key milestones.  I am pleased that Alex will continue to provide his knowledge and support to the project by representing Operations in key UFS/TAP meetings and discussions and by remaining an active member of the TAP executive team.
National Transportation Marketing & Communications Association Honors Metro’s Marketing

The recent “Free Yourself” gas prices campaign and the ongoing “Go Metro” advertising campaign took top prizes in the 2007 Compass Awards competition, sponsored by the Transportation Marketing & Communications Association.  In addition, the “Introduction to TAP” informational video received a merit award in the same competition.  These three efforts from Metro, all developed and executed internally by the Communications department, rose to the top among more than 275 entries received from transportation organizations throughout North America.
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