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	State Budget Update

The Governor is proposing to raid public transit to balance the budget. Metro is conducting outreach efforts to mobilize our transportation leadership and partners to advocate in opposition of Governor Schwarzenegger’s transportation budget proposal.  Over the past few weeks, it has become apparent that the State’s fiscal picture has deteriorated since January. The State Budget deficit has grown from $3 billion in January to potentially $6 billion today.

The Governor is proposing to take $617 million from the Public Transportation Account Spillover fund and transfer it to school bus services. The Governor would also take $484 million in base PTA funding away from approved projects and transfers it to debt service and Regional Center Transportation needs. Local agencies would then be obligated to use Proposition 1B bond funds to pay for these projects. Specifically, the Governor is proposing to shift $600 million from the recently approved Proposition 1B bond proceeds to pay for existing obligations. We believe that the voters did not intend for the transportation bond proceeds to be used to balance the budget. We believe that Proposition 1B was intended to pay for new transportation projects. 

Assemblyman Mike Feuer, Chair of the Assembly Budget Subcommittee on Transportation, held a hearing last month to discuss the importance of public transit throughout the State and potential impacts of the Governor’s budget.  Metro was invited to discuss how the State Budget proposal impacts our comprehensive transit network. We are asking our transportation leadership to contact the Governor and their State representatives to let them know that public transit is a key component of our transit system and shifting money away from these resources will only hurt our efforts to provide basic services.

L.A. City Council Transportation Committee Hears Motion on Olympic and Pico Blvd. One Way Street Study

The Los Angeles City Council Transportation Committee on Wednesday continued a Councilmember Weiss, Greuel and Rosendahl motion in committee and directed LADOT to commence their review and analysis of Supervisor Yaroslavsky’s consultant study on the feasibility of converting Olympic Blvd. and Pico Blvd. into one-way streets from downtown Los Angeles to Santa Monica.  LADOT is expected to report back to the committee in 60 days and was directed to expand their review of the study to examine potential candidate streets for one-way operation in other sections of the city, include the potential impacts on north-south streets and ensure input is obtained from all affected Council Districts.
Immigration March May 1

The Los Angeles Times inquired today regarding impacts to Metro Bus service during next Tuesday’s Immigration March scheduled in Downtown Los Angeles.  More than 60 Metro Bus Lines will be impacted and detoured as a result of the March.  Staff reported that it did not have an estimate for how many Metro bus riders would be affected, but that the impact would be significant.  Customers should prepare for overcrowding on both the Metro Bus and Rail System that day given the fact that the event is planned to occur during a regular workday.  To handle the extra patrons expected to participate in the march, Metro Rail service will be increased on the Metro Blue and Metro Red lines. The Metro Green and Metro Gold lines will have extra trains ready for deployment should the need arise.  The story is expected to run over the weekend.  

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week, I will be attending the Caltrans Groundbreaking Ceremony – Pomona Freeway (SR-60) HOV Project from SR-57 to I-605.  I will also be participating in the Century City Tour together with Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky and Councilman Jack Weiss.  Finally, I will be participating in the Central City Association’s Congestion Mitigation Fee Meeting.
Next Week’s Procurement Postings
IFB for Division 6 Transportation Office Upgrade

Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure construction for Division 6 Transportation Office Upgrade.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 10 through June 11, 2007.

Metro is seeking a qualified Contractor to complete construction and construction management work for Upgrade of Division 6 Transportation Office located at 100 Sunset Avenue, Venice, California.  The Contractor shall provide all labor, materials, tools, equipment and transportation necessary for completion of the project as outlined in Metro Statement of Work.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Frank Foster, contract administrator, at (213) 922-3716.
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