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In this issue:

· Chairman of the House Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure will Visit Metro
· Metro to Host 9th Annual Rideshare Diamond Awards
· Car and Van Pool Story


	Chairman of the House Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure will Visit Metro

House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman James L. Oberstar (D-MN) will receive a briefing on Metro’s current and planned transportation projects on Tuesday, May 29, 2007.  Chairman Oberstar will meet with me and Metro staff in the afternoon and will then, time-permitting, be shown a number of Metro projects.  The Chairman has been a longtime supporter of Metro’s programs and projects.  Most recently, he offered his strong support for federal funding for the I-405 HOV project that was included in the transportation reauthorization measure popularly known as SAFETEA-LU.  

Board members who would like to participate in the briefing are encouraged to contact my office for details.

Metro to Host 9th Annual Rideshare Diamond Awards
Metro will host the 9th Annual Rideshare Diamond Awards at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel on May 23, 2007.  The luncheon honors corporations and individuals who have created exemplary and innovative rideshare programs.  Winners in previous years include Los Angeles World Airports, The Walt Disney Company, Boeing, UCLA and others.  This year Huell Howser will join us as guest speaker.  Mr. Howser is the executive producer and host of California Gold, Visiting, and Downtown.  He will also support the region’s rideshare efforts this year by promoting California Rideshare Week and other events and activities. 

Invitations will be mailed to you shortly.

Car and Van Pool Story
KNX Radio is preparing a story that will run later this week regarding car pool lanes on area freeways as well as commute patterns of those who use the special lanes. A reporter with the station today interviewed Metro Commute Services staff about our efforts to encourage individuals to car pool. Staff reported that about 13 percent of Angelinos car pool.  Metro offers various incentives to businesses to set up ridesharing programs to encourage their employees to either take public transit or join a car of van pool. The reporter was also told that when gasoline prices go up, so do inquires into Metro’s Commute Services. 
In April, Metro handled approximately 1,000 callers asking about rideshare opportunities through our 1-800-C-O-M-M-U-T-E number.  In addition, Metro’s CommuteSmart.info web site made 2,233 matches and had approximately 18,000 visits.
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