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In this issue:

· Metro Scores Legislative Victory in U.S. Senate


	Metro Scores Legislative Victory in U.S. Senate

Earlier today, the U.S. Senate Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs marked up and approved a bill that makes technical corrections to SAFETEA-LU.  The legislation, which addresses the transit category of the 2005 law, includes local match language for the Expo Light Rail Project as well as the Foothill Light Rail Extension.  The provision is identical to language that was included in the House technical corrections bill (H.R. 1195) for Foothill.  Today's development represents a victory for Metro, as these provisions were among the few included in the bill that go beyond the scope of technical fixes to SAFETEA-LU.  Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein, along with Senator Christopher Dodd (D-CT), Chairman of the Banking Committee, and Senator Richard Shelby (R-AL), Ranking Member, were instrumental in pushing for the inclusion of the local match language for Expo and Foothill.

The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, chaired by Senator Boxer, is expected to mark up the highway title of the technical corrections bill in the next few weeks.  Upon completion of the highway bill, the Banking Committee's measure will be merged with the highway legislation and brought to the Senate floor for consideration by the full Senate.  The exact timing on the combined measure is unclear.  We will keep you informed as new developments arise.
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