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	Metro Aggressively Fights For Public Transportation Account Spillover Funds

Metro’s Government Relations representatives are in Sacramento this week to continue our efforts to oppose the Governor's proposal to redirect $1.3 billion in transit revenues to bail out the State’s General Fund.  Last week, Metro participated in the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce's Access Sacramento trip wherein the chamber included opposition to the Governor's proposal as a key element of its transportation platform.  Metro has also reached out to labor groups and a number of other transportation stakeholders in Los Angeles County to oppose the shift from much needed funds away from transit.  Metro is working with the California Transit Association to convey our opposition to State Legislators who represent districts outside of Los Angeles County and its funding summit which will direct CTA's advocacy strategy including possible litigation. 

Yesterday, the Senate Budget Subcommittee for transportation rejected the Governor's proposal.  Metro's representatives spoke in opposition at both hearings.  It is expected that the subcommittee actions will be finalized this week and that budget deliberations will soon move through the full committee process and ultimately to leadership negotiations. 

Today, the Assembly Budget Subcommittee for Transportation made a significant recommendation to preserve public transit funding for this budget year and in the future.  Specifically, the Subcommittee recommended allocating all $827 million in Public Transportation Account Spillover funds to public transit as required by law.  The committee also recommended permanently securing Spillover revenues by including them as Proposition 42 revenues but modifying the formula by which these funds are allocated to increase the amount that would flow to public transit.  
Currently Proposition 42 funds are allocated 40% to the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), 40% to cities and counties for street and road repair and 20% to public transit.  The Subcommittee’s recommendation is to add Public Transportation Account Spillover funds to Proposition 42 thereby increasing the amount of money going into this formula.  The Subcommittee also included a recommendation to allocate $469 million of base PTA funds from the STIP to pay bond debt service and support regional center transportation.  Since this is a one time allocation of funds it does not appear to significantly impact projects in the STIP.  As of the writing of this brief, the subcommittee was still discussing this consideration and has not taken final action.

Attached are an updated fact sheet and a sample letter to budget committee members.  Metro continues to encourage that all Board members contact members of the State Legislature’s Budget Committee to make clear their opposition to the Governor’s proposal to use $1.3 billion in public transit revenues to replenish the State’s General Fund.  The Governor's Budget proposal will permanently redirect spillover funds and will obligate the Public Transportation Account to pay for non-transit services such as school bus transportation.  This proposal has the effect of permanently eviscerating the State's contribution to public transit.

Committee Members:
Hon. Anna M. Caballero (D-28) – Chair, 916.319.2028 
Hon. Guy S. Houston (R-15) - Vice Chair, 916.319.2015
Hon. Hector De La Torre (D-50), 916.319.2050
Hon. Sally J. Lieber (D-22), 916.319.2022
Hon. Lori Saldaña (D-76), 916.319.2076
Hon. Cameron Smyth (R-38), 916.319.2038
Hon. Nell Soto (D-61), 916.319.2061

Appropriations Chairman Announces Plan to Draft Spending Bills without Earmarks
The Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, Rep. David Obey (D-WI), sent ripples throughout Capitol Hill today by announcing that earmarks will not be included in any of the twelve annual spending bills until they reach the conference committee level.  Obey cited several factors in his decision to prohibit earmarks until the final stages of the legislative process, including the relatively late deadline for member earmark requests sought by the Republican leadership and the ongoing effort to pass a supplemental appropriations bill to fund military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Obey also indicated that inserting earmarks into spending bills at the end of the process will give the committee more time to ensure that any questionable or embarrassing earmarks are not included.  GOP House members heavily criticized Obey's plan, saying that "air dropping" earmarks into spending bills at the last minute is entirely inconsistent with the Democratic leadership's stated desire to undertake earmark reform.  Republicans further complained that adding earmarks to conference reports, which cannot be amended in the House or Senate and are subject only to an up or down floor vote, would make it nearly impossible to remove egregious projects.  

Today's announcement means that funding levels for specific projects, such as the Metro Gold Line Eastside Light Rail Project, will not be known until this fall at the earliest.  Conferees typically begin the process of resolving differences between House and Senate spending bills in September, just prior to the start of the new federal fiscal year.  Metro's advocacy team will keep you informed of new developments as they arise.
Los Angeles City Council Approves Support for Federal Bill That Removes Subway Tunneling Restriction
The Los Angeles City Council today approved the Intergovernmental Relations Committee recommendation to support S.497, federal legislation introduced by U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer that would repeal a standing restriction on federal funding for subway tunneling in the Wilshire Corridor.  Metro Government Relations staff continues to work with Members of Congress to remove the current federal restriction.
Congressional Staffers will Visit Metro Next Week

A Congressional staff delegation from Washington, DC will be visiting Metro next week to learn more about our ongoing projects and our plans for the future.  The visit will include Congressional aides from the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee and aides for a number of Members of Congress from Los Angeles County.  The staffers will learn more about Metro’s commitment to our region’s bus, rail and highway network and will also be able to make a number of site visits to see the innovative transit-oriented development projects being built around Metro’s existing transit network.  Board members who would like to participate in my briefing for these Congressional aides on the morning of Wednesday, May 30th are encouraged to contact my office.
Central Warehouse Achieves Four Years without a Lost-time Injury
May 23rd marks a milestone for Central Warehouse personnel.  They have achieved an almost unthinkable goal.  Four years without a lost-time injury (over 416,000 exposure hours).  In an operation which experiences as many as 10 or more a year, this is remarkable.  The advent of the Safety’s First Program in 2002 signaled the beginning of the culture change culminating in this milestone.  A continuous partnership and commitment between labor and management is credited for the change in everyone’s attitude towards safety.  
Metro Bus vs. Car Accident
Media Relations responded to numerous inquiries today regarding an accident that occurred late last night in the Leimert Park area of Los Angeles.  A Metro bus (Line 40) traveling along Martin Luther King Blvd. at Arlington Avenue struck a vehicle.  Nineteen injures were reported and a total of 10 people were transported to area hospitals, two in critical condition.  Both the LASD and the LAPD responded to the scene of the accident and will conduct an investigation into the exact cause.  Media Relations responded to media inquires today from KCBS/KCAL, KNBC, and KTTV-TV.  Stories aired this morning on local television stations with additional stories expected to air tonight.

Metro’s Proposed Fare Changes
The Bus Riders Union and religious leaders today held a news conference to call on the Metro Board of Directors to vote against proposed fare increases.  Media relations staff responded to media inquiries today regarding the proposed fare changes and upcoming public hearing.  Staff held interviews with Spanish language stations Ch. 52 and 54 as well as with KCET-TV, KABC-TV, KTLA, KFWB radio, KPCC radio, the Los Angeles Times and the Santa Monica Daily Press.  Stories are expected to air tonight and tomorrow morning.
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