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In this issue:

· Senate Appropriators Approve Homeland Security Spending Package
· LAX/Metro Green Line Interagency Task Force
· International Air Rail Association Conference
· Daily News Story on Governor’s Budget


	Senate Appropriators Approve Homeland Security Spending Package

Earlier today, the Senate Appropriations Committee cleared a $37.6 billion Homeland Security spending bill for FY 2008.  The draft measure is good news for Metro, as it includes $400 million for transit and rail security grants, which is identical to the House version and $225 million more than President Bush's budget request.  Meanwhile, the House is expected to pass its Homeland Security appropriations bill before the end of this week.  Over the past few days, House floor action on the Homeland Security bill has been marred by a major dispute over earmarks.  Republicans strenuously oppose the Democratic leadership's policy of withholding earmarks until conference and proceeded to offer over 100 amendments in an effort to stall action on the measure.  Behind the scenes, both parties are attempting to reach a compromise agreement on the manner in which earmarks will be handled as spending bills move to conference.  Metro's advocacy team will keep you informed of any new developments.

LAX/Metro Green Line Interagency Task Force

On Wednesday the fourth meeting of the LAX/Metro Green Line Interagency Task Force was convened by the City of Los Angeles to identify a preferred concept for extending the Metro Green Line to the airport (LAX).  In addition to Metro staff, the task force meeting included staff from Los Angeles World Airports, the Federal Aviation Administration, LADOT, LA City Planning and representatives from the offices of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, Congresswoman Jane Harmon, and Assemblyman Ted Lieu. Wednesday’s discussion focused on the 11 alternatives already identified by the Task Force and explored the possibility of an LAX Intermodal Transit Center to be located near the intersection of Century and Aviation Boulevards that could include the Metro Green Line, a consolidated LAX Bus Transit Center and future Crenshaw and Harbor Subdivision transit lines.  Stations at the Intermodal Transit Center would then be linked to the LAX Central Terminal Area via the proposed LAX People Mover project.  Metro staff explained that there is no funding presently identified for a Metro Green Line Extension Project, but that studies are now getting underway for the Crenshaw Transit Corridor and Harbor Subdivision line, both of which could directly serve this area.  The task force is scheduled to meet again on June 26th and July 10th starting at 9:00am

International Air Rail Association Conference

On Thursday, June 14 through Saturday, June 16, the International Air Rail Association is holding a 15th Conference on “Best Practices for Rail Connections” at the Renaissance Hollywood Hotel.  Presenters will be showing examples of successful rail transit systems that serve airports in cities throughout the world including Hong Kong, Paris, and London as well as American cities that are planning for improved air/rail systems including Portland, Phoenix and Salt Lake City.  As a part of the conference, conferees will be transported on Friday via Metrolink to the Ontario Airport for discussions of potentially improved rail transit access to Los Angeles area airports.
Daily News Story on Governor’s Budget

The Daily News is preparing a story on the Governor’s budget and the negotiations that are underway in Sacramento trying to alleviate the impacts the budget could have on public transit throughout the state. The Daily news is focusing on the impacts the Governor’s budget will have on transportation projects here in LA County. I told the report in an interview this afternoon that there are several projects at risk here in LA County should the Governor’s budget proposals go through. Metro remains concerned about the impacts the budget could have on public transportation. The $1.3 billion in public transit revenue that the Governor wants to use to bail out the state’s general fund, if allocated to transit agencies as required by law, could go a long way in building rail lines, expanding bus fleets and minimizing the impacts to transit dependent riders. The story is expected to run tomorrow.
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