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	U.S. Senate Passes Energy Bill But Kills Tax Incentives

Last night, the U.S. Senate passed a sweeping energy policy measure that would, among other things, raise the nation's automobile fuel efficiency standards for the first time in 30 years.  However, the Senate voted to prevent a $32 billion package of energy tax incentives, including the extension of the CNG tax credit, from being incorporated into the broader energy legislation.  GOP senators objected to $29 billion in new taxes on the U.S. oil and gas industry to pay for the tax incentives, which resulted in the tax package falling three votes short of the required 60 votes to cut off debate.  Despite the setback, Senate Democrats are devising strategies to revive the tax legislation in the weeks ahead.  Metro's advocacy team will keep you informed of any new developments.

Transit Reimbursement Legislation Introduced in House of Representatives 

Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher (D-Walnut Creek) introduced legislation this week to make all mass transportation services provided as a result of highway emergencies eligible for reimbursement by the federal government.   The legislation (H.R. 2783), entitled the “Commuter Emergency Relief Bill,” has been referred for action to the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee.  Currently, under the Federal Highway Administration's Emergency Relief Program, the State of California is eligible to be reimbursed only for repairs made to a damaged highway.  The costs associated with offering free transit services in the immediate aftermath of an emergency, as provided by BART and AC Transit following last month's tanker truck accident in the Bay Area, are not eligible for federal reimbursement.  According to Congresswoman Tauscher’s office, her legislation is retroactive to April 29, 2007, meaning that costs associated with providing free transit services on April 30 in the wake of the MacArthur Maze meltdown in the San Francisco-Bay Area would be eligible for reimbursement.  

Los Angeles County Legislative Delegation Meeting

On Wednesday, June 27th, Assemblymember Mike Feuer will be hosting a delegation meeting to continue efforts to unify the Los Angeles County Legislative Delegation.  There is a potential consideration that legislation will be introduced to implement Proposition 1B funding for Goods Movement.  Metro has been asked to present information on Goods Movement.
Meeting with State Secretary of Business, Transportation and Housing Agency

Yesterday, Director O’Connor and I met with Dale Bonner, State Secretary of Business, Transportation and Housing Agency with representatives from the Ports, ACE, OCTA, SCAG and other key stakeholders at the Caltrans Building.  This was an opportunity for all of us to brief the Secretary on the consensus that has been built on goods movement policy and key projects for Los Angeles County.

The Los Angeles City Council Intergovernmental Relations Committee Adopts a Support Position on AB 889 (Lieu)

The Los Angeles City Council Intergovernmental Relations Committee today approved Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s resolution to support AB 889, a measure that would establish a Green Line Construction Authority.  Councilmember Herb Wesson proposed amendments that would ensure the Green Line Construction Authority would not compete for funding with the Expo Line, the extension of the Orange Line and other projects in Metro’s Long Range Transportation Plan.  Councilman Rosendahl rejected the proposed amendments because he felt they would lead to defeat.  Councilman Wesson voted in opposition to the resolution.  The item will move forward to the full City Council agenda in a couple of weeks.
AB 889 has been held in the suspense file in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. Councilman Rosendahl stated he is working with Assemblyman Ted Lieu and other elected representatives to try to move the measure through the legislative process.
Upcoming CEO Events and Meetings
Next week, I will be meeting individually with Supervisors Antonovich, Burke, Knabe, Molina, and Yaroslavsky, Mayor Villaraigosa, and Director Fleming.  I will also meet with Director Failing on the 710 North Advisory Committee Meeting.  Finally, I  will be joining Councilmember Wendy Greuel, Mark Pisano, Executive Director of Southern California Association of Governments, and Alan Rothenburg, President of the Los Angeles Board of Airport Commissioners in a panel discussion entitled "Planes, Trains and Automobiles:  Getting L.A. Moving", hosted by the Town Hall Members.
Next Week’s Procurement Postings
IFB to procure Bus Air

Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure Bus Air Compressors.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 28 through August 13, 2007.  Air compressors are a key component of transit coach air brake systems.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Richard Bonino, buyer, at (213) 922-1026.
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