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In this issue:

· Powerful House Democrat Proposes Boosting Federal Gas Tax By 50 Cents A Gallon
· Sacramento Update on Transportation Legislation
· Media Inquiry Regarding the State Of California’s Population Growth Stats
· Media Inquiry from the Daily News Regarding the LRTP
· The Legislative Action Alert: The latest means for communicating important information on legislative matters


	Powerful House Democrat Proposes Boosting Federal Gas Tax By 50 Cents A Gallon

The Chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, Rep. John Dingell of Michigan, has signaled that he plans to offer a proposal in the 110th Congress to boost the federal tax on a gallon of gasoline by 50 cents, from the current level of 18.4 cents to 68.4 cents per gallon.  The Chairman has also mentioned that he will propose a “carbon tax” on the burning of fossil fuels.  According to press reports, the Chairman is trying to show Democrats in the House and Senate that the American people are not ready to pay the full costs of addressing global warming.  "I sincerely doubt that the American people are willing to pay what this is really going to cost them [to address global warming]," Dingell said in a recent interview on C-SPAN.

Sacramento Update on Transportation Legislation
This week, the Assembly Transportation Committee and the Senate Transportation and Housing Committee approved various Proposition 1B bond implementation measures out of their Committees.  Assembly Transportation Committee Chairman Pedro Nava and Senate Transportation Committee Chairman Alan Lowenthal both urged their colleagues on their respective Committees to approve the bond measures so that they can be negotiated by leadership in the Assembly and Senate.  Metro Government Relations staff testified on behalf of the agency.  It is quite possible that compromise measures could be passed during budget deliberations.  The bond measures will be scheduled for Assembly and Senate Appropriations Committees in the next couple of weeks.

Yesterday, the Assembly Transportation Committee approved the following measures:

· SB 9 (Lowenthal) Trade Corridor Improvement Fund – Proposes an allocation process for the $1 billion in funding for air quality improvements related to goods movement.  Board position: Work with author.

· SB 19 (Lowenthal) Trade Corridor Improvement Fund – Proposes an allocation process for the $2 billion in funding for goods movement projects.  Board position: Work with author.

· SB 45 (Perata) Transit Safety and Security – Proposes an allocation process for $1 billion in transit security funds from Proposition 1B.  Board position: Work with author.

· SB 375 (Steinberg) – Modifies the Regional Transportation Planning process.  During the hearing Senator Steinberg accepted amendments that partially address Metro's concerns and noted that the bill will be subject to additional amendments.  Board position: Work with Author

· SB 716 (Perata) – This is Senate President Pro Tem Perata’s proposal to allow the CTC a role in allocating transit funds from Proposition 1B.  Board position: Oppose.

· SB 748 (Corbett) – Proposes a program structure for the State and Local Partnership Program funded by Proposition 1B.  Board position: Oppose.

· SB 974 (Lowenthal) – Implements a container fee at specified ports in California.  Board position: Support, work with author.

Today, the Senate Transportation & Housing Committee approved the following measures:

· AB 995 (Nava) – Proposes an allocation process for goods movement funding.  Board position: No position taken.

· AB 1350 (Nunez) – Proposes an allocation process for $1 billion in transit security funds.  Board position: Support if amended.

· AB 1351 (Levine) – Proposes a structure for the State and Local Partnership Program funded by Proposition 1B.  Board position: Support.

Media Inquiry Regarding the State Of California’s Population Growth Stats

The Los Angeles Times and Spanish TV Univision inquired today regarding transportation plans for the future in light of recent reports showing that population growth in the State of California by the year 2050 is expected to top 60 million.  Staff told the reporters that Metro is currently updating its Long Range Transportation Plan.  Staff also noted that projects like the Eastside Extension of the Gold Line, phase one of the Expo Line and highway improvements along the I-5 Freeway from the 605 Freeway to the Orange County Line will go a long way in dealing with increased congestion.  Other incentives such as changing driver habits and promoting ride sharing and the use of public transportation are continually needed with the population growth that is expected in future years.  Stories are expected to run tonight and tomorrow.

Media Inquiry from the Daily News Regarding the LRTP

Yesterday, a reporter with the Daily News (Sacramento offices) inquired if the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) will address the state’s anticipated population growth.  Planning staff explained Metro uses the SCAG’s Regional Transportation Forecast Model, which predicts the regions housing, employment and traffic growth.  The LRTP will be presented to the Metro Board later this year. 

The Legislative Action Alert: The latest means for communicating important information on legislative matters

In addition to today’s Daily Brief, I will be sending you the inaugural edition of the Legislative Action Alert.  The Legislative Action Alert, identified by its distinctive red banner, will be used periodically to provide you information about important legislative issues and to solicit your support as a public transportation advocate.  The Legislative Action Alert will outline potential effects or impacts of proposed legislation and recommend actions to be taken to achieve a positive outcome for Metro and our customers.
For ease of identification, Legislative Action Alerts will have a red banner as a header; CEO Daily Briefs will have a blue banner; and Transportation Headlines will have an orange banner.  The color banners are used to distinguish between the various publications and to enhance the dissemination of transportation related information.
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