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In this issue:

· News Release on Metro Orange Line Extension Scoping Meetings
· Media Tour of Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension
· Update on Two New Rapid Express Start-Up


	News Release on Metro Orange Line Extension Scoping Meetings

Media Relations distributed a news release today noting that Metro will be conducting two public meetings on July 26th and 30th to obtain public comment on the scope of the agency’s draft Environmental Impact Report that will examine several alternatives for the proposed northern extension of the Metro Orange Line.  The news release also notes that earlier this year, the Metro Board of Directors approved a $5.95 million contract for environmental clearance and preliminary engineering for the proposed Metro Orange Line’s Northern Extension that would connect the Metro Orange Line Canoga Station with the Chatsworth Metrolink Station and a possible on-street extension to the SR-118 Freeway.  Metro will evaluate various alternatives including running along Canoga Avenue, the Canoga Rail Right-of-Way, De Soto Avenue, and Topanga Canyon Boulevard and other potential alternatives that may be recommended by the public through the scoping process. 

The meetings will provide the public its first opportunity to learn about the study’s proposed alternatives in detail and provide their input.  At the meetings, Metro staff will present the proposed project goals and objectives, present opportunities to speak with project representatives, display project maps and photographs and allow the public’s submission of written and verbal comments to be included in the agency’s draft Environmental Impact Report.

Media Tour of Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension

A New York Times reporter, writing a story on the economic development of the Eastside, today toured the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension with Metro staff that included Dennis Mori, Metro Project Manager for Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension (MGLEE); Diego Cardozo, Metro Planning and Yvette Robles, Metro Community Relations.  Staff explained how the six-mile light rail project to the Eastside has triggered a renaissance of Boyle Heights and East Los Angeles and inclusive Little Tokyo along the MGLEE alignment.  A construction update, how the community has received the project and all the housing developments were mentioned to the reporter.  A story is expected to run next Sunday or Monday in the Nation section of the newspaper.

Update on Two New Rapid Express Start-Up

On June 25, Metro began new Rapid Express Line 920 service on Wilshire Boulevard.  With 149 trips scheduled each weekday on this heaviest traveled bus corridor in the system, the Rapid Express provides a third level of bus service along with local Line 20 and Rapid Line 720.  Westside/Central Sector staff is closely monitoring the new service.  Passengers familiar with and choosing new Rapid Express service seem thrilled and customer awareness of the new service is growing.  Nevertheless, staff is observing some confusion for Rapid Line 720 passengers.  Operations and Marketing are responding in several ways to ensure that customers board the bus they want and also continue increase awareness of the new Rapid Express.  Westside/Central Sector staff continues to monitor the corridor including the ratio of Rapid Line 720 buses to Rapid Express Line 920 buses and may make adjustments if warranted.
Metro South Bay introduces a brand new experience.  The Super Rapid Line 940 that operates out of the South Bay Sector.  The starting point: South Bay Galleria and the first stop is the Hawthorne Green Line Station, LaBrea & Manchester, Crenshaw & Martin Luther King, Martin Luther King & Vermont, Broadway & 5th to its final destination, the Patsaouras Plaza at the Gateway.  The super rapid operates during peak service which is the heaviest hours of the day for traffic congestion.  There are four (4) morning Northbound and four (4) afternoon Southbound one-way trips to serve our customers with the use of 45 foot buses.
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