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	Jury Reduces Plaintiff Demand from $2,750,000 to $55,000

Last Friday a Van Nuys jury awarded $55,000 to wheelchair bound plaintiff for injuries sustained when a bus wheelchair lift malfunctioned and struck the plaintiff on the foot and ankle in May 2004.  The plaintiff sought damages for permanent injuries to the nerves in his foot and ankle and violations of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Metro contended that he had only suffered a sprained ankle.
Metro Vanpool Program Update

The Metro Vanpool Program launched in April 2007 with participating vanpools beginning operations May 1, 2007.  In its inaugural 3 months, the program has received positive feedback from businesses and vanpoolers, and is experiencing strong enrollment, transporting approximately 3,800 passengers daily.  Beginning August 1st, nearly 430 vanpools will be enrolled in the program.  The first phase of marketing is complete.  It consisted of reaching out to Metro Commute Services employer clients and existing vanpools.  Phase two, the general public launch, will begin in August with a kick-off media event scheduled for August 7th (see below under “Reserve the Dates”).  The event is the prelude to a Metro workshop for employers promoting the upcoming California Rideshare Week activities, events and promotions.

Reserve the Dates
California Transportation Commission Reception Hosted by the City of Glendale – Wednesday, July 25, 2007, 6:00 pm through 9:00 pm – Alex Theatre in Glendale
The City of Glendale, Mobility 21, Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, Economic Alliance of the San Fernando Valley, and Valley Industry and Commerce Association (VICA) will be hosting a reception honoring the California Transportation Commission at the Alex Theatre, 216 N Brand Blvd., Glendale, CA  91203, beginning at 6:00 pm.

To register for the event, please RSVP to Management Services at (818) 548-4844.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Safety Event – 2 Million Manhours Safety Luncheon Celebration – Wednesday, July 25, 2007, 11:30 am – 1: 00pm 

On Wednesday, July 25, 2007 the Eastside LRT Constructors will host a Safety Event to acknowledge the 2 million hours worked without a lost time incident.  The event will be held at the Matthew St. Complex main parking lot from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 350 attendees are expected to attend the Bar BQ lunch and celebration of the Eastside Contract’s accomplishments.

Board Members who wish to participate in the event can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.

National Stop on Red Press Event – August 2, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. – In front of the Gateway Building
On Thursday, August 2, 2007 at 10:00 a.m., elected officials from the Los Angeles area and representatives from various law enforcement (LAPD, LASD, CHP) and transportation (Metro, Caltrans, LADOT) agencies, will hold a press conference at Metro Plaza to highlight the National Stop on Red campaign.  The National Stop on Red campaign was established by the U.S. Federal Highway Administration and the American Trauma Society to raise public awareness regarding the dangers and cost of red light running.  The August 2nd press conference will kick off National Stop on Red Week, which will take place from August 4-11, 2007.
Board Members who wish to participate in the event can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
Metro Vanpool Program Media Event and General Public Launch – Tuesday, August 7 from 9:00 am – 10:00 am – Metro Support Services Center – Bus Layover Parking Lot (N/W Corner Vignes & Cesar Chavez)

Metro administers the Metro Vanpool Program to provide alternative transportation choices to commuters, improve air quality, and reduce traffic congestion in Los Angeles County.  The Metro Vanpool Program offers up to a $400 monthly lease subsidy – not to exceed 50% of the contracted lease costs - for commuter vanpools of 7-15 passengers that have a destination to a Los Angeles County worksite.  The typical vanpooler saves as much as 30% in commute costs and 20 minutes in commute time when switching from driving alone to vanpooling.  And now, the Metro Vanpool Program makes vanpool commuting more affordable lowering passenger fares by an additional 20% – 30%.

The Metro media event planned is a coordinated prelude to the California Rideshare Week kick-off and fair hosted the same day at Metro Headquarters (10 am – 12 pm).

Board Members who wish to participate in the event can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.  Event Contacts – Fran Curbello (213) 922-5609, Dave Sotero (213) 922-3007, Jose Ubaldo (213) 922-3087.
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