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In this issue:

· SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections Bill Update
· SCAG Special Board Workshop to Discuss Goods Movement Control Measures
· Recap of the Mobility 21 Summit Steering Committee Meeting
· Funeral Services for Metro Bus Operator Gregory Bradley to be Held on Wednesday, August 1, 2007
· Correction Regarding Metro’s Pigeon Problems


	SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections Bill Update

Today on Capitol Hill, the SAFETEA-LU technical corrections bill changed course after Congressional consideration of the conference report.

The measure was originally expected to be linked to the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) and slated to be considered on the House and Senate floor early this week.  According to Congressional aides, a concern raised by a U.S. Senator that the corrections bill was not germane to the WRDA and therefore should not be considered together led House and Senate leaders to move the water bill separately.  The latest report from Washington, D.C. is that the SAFETEA-LU technical corrections conference report will be considered under suspension of the rules on the House floor as early as tomorrow.  Before moving to the President for his signature, the conference report would need to be adopted by the U.S. Senate, which has not signaled when it will be called for a vote.  Metro Government Relations staff will continue to closely monitor the status of the conference report on the SAFETEA-LU technical corrections legislation.

SCAG Special Board Workshop to Discuss Goods Movement Control Measures
On Thursday, August 2, 2007, the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) will hold a special Board workshop to discuss Goods Movement Control Measures that SCAG recommends for inclusion in the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) Plan and State Air Plan.  SCAG’s proposal includes: electrification of certain freight rail corridors, grade separation projects, and lower emission locomotives.  SCAG recommends implementation of these projects by 2014 with a cost of up to $6 billion.  While it is necessary to develop strategies necessary to meet air quality attainment, I am concerned that SCAG’s proposals are highly conceptual, have no funding commitment, and cannot be implemented on schedule thereby risking the loss of federal transportation funds to the region.  SCAG has identified the following potential funding sources: 1) SB 974 container funding bill, 2) County Transportation Commission funding, 3) new Metrolink bonds, 4) State 1B bond funding for goods movement and air quality, and 5) a public/private partnership with the railroads.

I believe it is premature to recommend incorporating these high level concepts into the SCAQMD or State Air Plans without further study and funding commitments.  Failure to implement these projects by 2014 could risk the loss of all federal transportation funds to the region, and these projects, if they become a priority, could potentially impact Metro projects, by competing for the same federal transportation funds sought after by near-term projects adopted by the Metro Board in the Long Range Transportation Plan.

Metro staff will attend SCAG’s Workshop and an update will be provided to the Metro Board of Directors at the upcoming Long Range Transportation Plan Workshop on August 16.  SCAG is scheduled to take action on these measures at their August 30th Board meeting and will forward their proposals to Air Resources Board for approval in September.

Recap of the Mobility 21 Summit Steering Committee Meeting

On Monday, July 30, 2007, the Mobility 21 Summit Steering Committee for 2007 met for the first time at the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce.  This was the first meeting of the Summit Steering Committee comprised of the five counties of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura.  The committee discussed the upcoming Summit in November and made suggestions for speakers and breakout session topics.  Approximately 40 people were in attendance, including California State Assembly Member Mike Feuer.  The next meeting will be Tuesday, August 28, from 11 am – 1 pm in Orange County.

Funeral Services for Metro Bus Operator Gregory Bradley to be Held on Wednesday, August 1, 2007
Funeral services for Metro Bus Operator Gregory Bradley will take place on Wednesday, August 1st at 2:00 p.m.  The funeral will be held in the Angelus Funeral Home chapel at 3875 South Crenshaw Boulevard.  The funeral home is located on Crenshaw between Coliseum Street and West 39th Street (323-296-6666).  A public viewing will be held until 9 p.m. tonight at the funeral home.  Burial will follow the funeral at Inglewood Park Cemetery, 720 East Florence Ave., in Inglewood (310-680-2631).
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Bradley, age 35, a resident of Compton, joined Metro as a part-time operator in October 1997.  He was promoted to full-time operator in February 1999 and his latest assignment was as a bus operator for Division 18 in the South Bay area.  
On Thursday, July 26, while operating his bus along 119th Street in Willowbrook, an SUV ran a red light, striking Bradley’s bus at the left-side driver’s compartment.  Bradley was thrown through the windshield and was pinned beneath the right rear wheels of the bus.  He was pronounced dead at the scene.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Gregory Bradley’s family and friends during this difficult time.
Correction Regarding Metro’s Pigeon Problems
Yesterday’s Daily Brief mentioned that “60 pigeons were found dead on Sunday in at least three Washington Blvd. Metro stations.”  The story was related to metro stations in Washington D.C., not along Washington Blvd. in LA.
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