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	National Infrastructure Bank Act of 2007 Introduced Today By U.S. Senators Dodd and Hagel
U.S. Senator Chris Dodd (D-CT), who serves as Chairman of the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs introduced legislation today with his colleague, Chuck Hagel (R-Neb), which would establish an independent bank charged with “identifying, evaluating and helping finance infrastructure projects of substantial regional and national significance.” As written, the bill would have jurisdiction over publicly owned mass transit systems, roads, bridges, drinking water and wastewater systems and housing properties. According to the bill’s authors, the financing package offered by the infrastructure bank could include direct subsidies, direct loan guarantees, long-term tax-credit general purpose bonds and long-term tax-credit infrastructure project specific bonds. The initial ceiling to issue bonds would be set at $60 billion. Metro’s Government Relations staff will promptly review this legislation and will present a recommendation to the Board on this measure at its next meeting.

State Budget Update
It appears that the State Senate may be on the verge of approving a State Budget this evening. The discussions regarding the budget continue to focus on issues unrelated to transportation. We expect that the cuts to the Public Transportation Account will be maintained.  It is anticipated that the Senate will pass a budget very similar to the one approved in the Assembly with the understanding that the Governor will exercise his line-item veto power to make additional cuts. There is still some uncertainty regarding consideration of the various trailer bills related to the budget. These bills would protect half of the Public Transportation Account – Spillover revenues and also implement portions of Proposition 1B.

Media Inquiry Into Incident Involving Metro Operator Who Was Shot With BB Gun During Incident Aboard Bus

Media Relations responded to numerous media calls regarding a Metro Bus operator who was shot in the arm with a BB gun Tuesday night during an incident on his bus involving four young men. The bus collided with two other vehicles before coming to a stop. Police arrested two male juveniles and a male adult on suspicion of assault with a deadly weapon. A witness aboard the bus told officers one of the juveniles pulled the BB pistol from his pants and shot Operator Raymond Flowers in the left arm.
Flowers, 51, who is assigned to Gateway Division 10, was transported to Kaiser Permanente Hospital in West Los Angeles where the BB was removed. Flowers was driving his Line 33 bus eastbound on Venice Boulevard and had reached the intersection of Vermont Avenue near downtown Los Angeles at 8:38 p.m. when the incident occurred.

Flowers was shot during an argument involving the four suspects. No passengers aboard the bus were injured.  The suspects fled, but a Los Angeles Police helicopter was flying overhead and officers were able to track down one suspect and later arrested two others. Several television news stations covered the story last night and this morning. 

Media Inquiry Into the Metro Bike Safety Campaign
A Los Angeles Times reporter interviewed Chief Communications Officer Matt Raymond and Bike Program Manager Lynn Goldsmith regarding the Metro Bike Safety Campaign. Staff explained that the main goal of the program is to raise awareness of motorists and bicyclists about the importance of sharing the road safely, since both have to use the same streets, roads and highways to get around daily and these will get more and more crowded as time passes by. One of the main goals of the Metro Bike Program is to make up 5% of the total trips in the region by the year 2020. Right now, the program makes up only 2% of the trips. However, Metro needs the funds to create campaigns and educational programs to help individuals understand the rights and rules of the road for motorists and bicyclists. A story may run this weekend.
Anti-Violence Demonstration Scheduled this Weekend

A “Victory Outreach – Stop the Violence” demonstration is scheduled to take place on Saturday, August 4, 2007 at Figueroa & Pico from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Metro’s Special Projects Team is aware of this event and has drafted a detour notice for bus drivers. The Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) will begin closing streets around the demonstration area at 8:00 a.m. and plan to have the entire route area secured by 9:15 a.m. The march is scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. and LADOT will reopen streets as the march passes each street. 

Detours will be extensive. All affected stops will be posted on Friday, August 3rd, directing passengers to the nearest location where they can board each detoured bus line. On Saturday, the day of the demonstration, additional Vehicle Operator Supervisors will be in the field to place buses back on regular routes as soon as possible in order to minimize passenger inconvenience.
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