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	House of Representatives Adopts Bill Authorizing Emergency Funds To Rebuild Minnesota Bridge
The House moved to pass legislation (H.R. 3311) this afternoon that authorizes the federal government to provide the State of Minnesota as much as $250 million to reconstruct the bridge on Interstate-35 that collapsed this week. According to the bill’s author, Chairman of Transportation & Infrastructure James Oberstar (D-MN), as much as $5 million of the money from the legislation may be used to relieve congestion until the bridge is rebuilt. Specifically, the legislation adopted today waives the limitation in SAFETEA-LU that no one state may receive in excess of $100 million in emergency relief funds. Leaders in the Senate have not said when the bill will be voted on, but it is likely to be considered before legislators adjourn for summer recess.

Southern California Consensus TCIF Working Group Meeting Update

 

On July 31, the Southern California Consensus Trade Corridor Infrastructure (TCIF) Working Group met to discuss revisions to the draft Consensus Position Document. Representatives from the Port of Los Angeles, Port of Long Beach, ACTA, ACE, RCTC, SANBAG, SCRRA, VCTC, OCTA, Caltrans (Districts 7, 8 and 12) and Metro participated in the discussions.

 

The group discussed a number of issues including:

 

· An agreement for the Regional CEO’s to contact Gary Gallegos from the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) about holding a meeting with Southern California representatives of the California Transportation Commission (CTC). The goal of the meeting is to educate the CTC Southern California representatives about the TCIF Working Group’s Consensus Position and Regional Candidate List.

· A proposal to hold a series of Southern California briefings with Members and their staffs to request the inclusion of Consensus Position language into a bill and the appropriation of $2.0 billion.

· A discussion regarding the potential for broadening the focus of the Working Group beyond TCIF to Reauthorization.

 

The next meeting is scheduled for August 14, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. and will include a review of the preliminary Multi-County Goods Movement Action Plan list.

Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting Recap

 

The meeting of the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board was held on Thursday, August 2, 2007. During the meeting, the Board did the following:

 

· Directed staff to work with Metro to establish and fund a Baseline Modification Budget for Expo Phase 1 in the amount of $23.3 million.

· Established the Ad Hoc Lobbyist Committee consisting of the following members: County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, Culver City Mayor Alan Corlin and LA City Councilmember Jan Perry.

 

In addition to the above listed action items, the Board:

 

· Received and filed the monthly project status update, which covered the progress of construction, major milestones and a summary of jobs program activities; and

· Received and filed the monthly report on contracts authorized by the Chief Executive Officer. 

The next scheduled meeting will be held on Thursday, September 6, 2007.

Media Inquiry Into Metro Service Sector Public Hearings
 

The Daily News is preparing a story to run this weekend that will outline the upcoming public hearings being held by three of the five service sectors. The hearings are taking place to outline proposed bus service changes and implementation of new Metro Rapid Bus Lines. The San Fernando Valley and South Bay Service Sectors have not scheduled public hearings this time around. The proposed service changes, if implemented, would go into place in December. Several weeks ago, Media Relations issued a news release encouraging patrons to attend the public hearings to offer their input regarding the proposed service changes.

Next Week’s Procurement Postings

RFP for Payroll Paycards

Metro will release a Request for Proposals next week to procure payroll paycards.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from August 15 through October 31, 2007.

Metro seeks to offer credit card type paycards as an option instead of paychecks.  The magnetic strip password-secured cards will be issued by a banking or payroll institution that will “reload” the paycheck cash value each payday. Employees choosing to use the paycards may use the card itself like a debit card for purchases or for cash transactions at teller machines and banks. Metro anticipates that this service will be offered at a minimal or no cost to Metro employees.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Linda Wasley, Senior Contract Administrator, (213) 922-4186.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week, I will be joining Roger Moliere, Metro's Chief, Real Property Management and Development in a meeting with Dan Weinstein, Managing Director of Weatherly Capital Group, Bart Christensen and Bruce Kaufer of Cardiff Investment Partners, Sean Burton and Con Howe, both Managing Directors, City View, Sam Lira, Vice President, Construction Management and Richard Zinman, Chairman, AVP Advisors regarding the Van Nuys Property. 

I will also join Board Chair Pam O'Connor as we participate in the Metro Vanpool Program Launch.  

Finally, I will be speaking at The 10th Anniversary Transportation Summit in Irving Texas, where I will be joining Moderator Jack Hatchell, County Commissioner, Collin County, Texas, and fellow panel members Dick Ruddell, President, Fort Worth Transportation Authority in Texas, Gary C. Thomas, President/Executive Director, Dallas Area Rapid Transit and John Hedrick, Executive Director, Denton County Transportation Authority in a panel discussion called "Transit CEO’s Roundtable".
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