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· President Bush Expresses Opposition To Hike In Federal Gas Tax
· Congressional Field Hearing Held In Norwalk Examines Rail Safety
· Tex 21 Tenth Anniversary Transportation Summit – The Future of Transportation Starts Today


	President Bush Expresses Opposition To Hike In Federal Gas Tax
At a press conference held this morning, President Bush expressed his opposition to plans by a number of prominent Members of Congress to increase the federal gas tax, which is currently set at 18.4 cents. In his comments, the President criticized the manner in which Congress prioritizes bridge funding by alluding to the practice of earmarking by Members of Congress. Yesterday, the Chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, James Oberstar (D-MN), proposed increasing the gas tax by 5 cents to create a separate fund to repair or replace highway bridges across the country. Chairman Oberstar has indicated that the tax hike would generate approximately $8 billion annually, which is nearly equal to the amount the American Society of Civil Engineers says is needed to repair and rebuild bridges on the National Highway System. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has expressed support for the Oberstar plan and her aides have indicated the measure will be brought to a vote when Congress returns from its Summer Recess. In a written statement issued by the Ranking Member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure, Rep. John Mica, (R-FL) has called the legislation "a knee jerk reaction to the critical problem facing our transportation and infrastructure systems."

Congressional Field Hearing Held In Norwalk Examines Rail Safety
The House Transportation and Infrastructure’s Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines and Hazardous Materials held a field hearing today in Norwalk to examine federal, state and local roles in rail safety.  The hearing was led by subcommittee chair Rep. Corrine Brown (D-FL), who was joined at the gathering by fellow committee members Representatives Grace Napolitano (D-CA) and Eddie Bernice-Johnson (D-TX).  Representative Linda Sanchez (D-CA) also participated in the field hearing. 
A number of rail safety issues were discussed at the meeting, including concerns that the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) is focused only on meeting minimum safety standards and does not have a more robust safety enforcement program.  Among those testifying at the hearing was Rick Richmond, the Executive Director of the Alameda Corridor East Construction Authority and David Spence, the President of the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments.  A memorandum issued by the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee noted that rail accidents are increasing in the State of California.  When Congress last reauthorized the FRA in 1994, our state had 129 train accidents.  By 2006, the number of train accidents in our state had risen to 189.  The California Public Utilities Commission, which oversees our state’s rail safety program, cited a dramatic increase in freight rail traffic as the reason behind the rise in rail accidents.

Tex 21 Tenth Anniversary Transportation Summit – The Future of Transportation Starts Today
Today I spoke at the Tenth Anniversary Transportation Summit in Irving, Texas. Moderator Jack Hatchel, County Commissioner of Collin County, Texas, joined me and fellow panel members Dick Ruddell, President of the Fort Worth Transportation Authority, Gary C. Thomas, President/ Executive Director of Dallas Area Rapid Transit and John Hedrick, Executive Director of the Denton County Transportation Authority. We were part of a panel discussion called “Transit CEO’s Roundtable”.  This was an opportunity for the Transit CEOs from around the region and other properties to have an informal setting to discuss the challenges and opportunities transit agencies face everyday.  I was able to highlight our successful Metro Rapid Program as well as transit oriented development opportunities.
The Summit began August 7 and will conclude tomorrow. The event is taking place at the Westin Dallas Fort Worth Airport Hotel in Irving. Federal, state, regional and local elected officials and industry professionals from across the county have come together to discuss every mode of transportation and issues affecting highways, transit, high-speed rail, seaports, aviation, security, safety and financing.
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