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	State Budget Update

The Legislature returns from its summer recess on Monday August 20th.  Staff has learned that recent discussions amongst legislative leadership in the Senate may have resulted in compromises relating to the Republican concerns with environmental requirements.  A floor session may be scheduled as early as Sunday night in order to for the Senate to approve a budget before the Assembly returns.  

League of Cities Issues Legislative Alert Regarding Concerns with SB 375 (Steinberg) 

The League of Cities has recently issued legislative alerts regarding their concerns with SB 375.  This measure would require that Regional Transportation Plans incorporate methods to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  The League is concerned about various aspects of SB 375 including the bills provision which would block transportation funding.  The Board of Directors has adopted a Work-with-Author position on the measure and staff has been working with Senator Steinberg and the sponsors to address our concerns.  The League materials can be accessed via their website at www.cacities.org.  

Caltrans Route 710 Tunnel Project Meeting to Accept Comments on the Scope of Work
On Wednesday, August 22, 2007, at 10:00 a.m., Caltrans District 7 will hold a meeting to accept comments on two Scopes of Work (SOW) for the Route 710 Tunnel Project, with a proposed project area that includes Route 710 from Interstate 10 to Interstate 210, which is approximately 6.2 miles in length.  One SOW is for the support studies, which outlines the services, such as Project Study Area evaluation, identification of Potential Alternative Selection Criteria, coordination with outside agencies, and other activities to be conducted by the consultant team(s).  The other SOW is for Public Outreach to provide community engagement throughout the Route 710 Gap Closure studies process through the development of a community participation program, coordination with the Project Team, development of educational material, and other initiatives.
The meeting will be held in Room 13.013 in the District 7 Caltrans Building located at 100 South Main Street, Los Angeles, California.  To make arrangements for visitor parking, please contact Joseph Brazile, Associate Caltrans Administrator, at (213) 897-0849.

Regional Transportation CEO’s Committee Meeting

Today, I joined the CEOs of the County Transportation Commissions, SCAG, various Caltrans Districts and SCRRA for a discussion on Orange County’s HOV Operations and the potential for SANDAG to participate in our ongoing TCIF coordination meetings.  The committee reached consensus on a June 30, 2013 construction start date for TCIF projects, the exclusion of the Colton Crossing as a primary TCIF project (due to the amount of funds and the long development lead time needed for the project), and the draft list of Preliminary Regional Goods Movement Projects/Strategies.  Also covered in the meeting was the status of SCAG’s PM 2.5 Goods Movement initiative and an update on their State of the Region.
During the meeting, the committee offered a fond farewell to members Eric Haley and Ginger Gherardi.  Both have been long standing members of the committee who, through their extensive knowledge, experience and leadership, have contributed to the committee’s effectiveness and overall success.  Their insight and comprehension of the issues will be sorely missed.

The next meeting will be held on September 14, 2007.

Metro Hosts Quarterly Legislative Briefing for Transportation Aides to Elected Officials

Yesterday, Chair Pam O’Connor and I were pleased to welcome over 25 transportation aides for area elected officials who attended Metro’s Quarterly Legislative Briefing at our headquarters.  Staffers from the offices of U.S. Representatives Becerra, Harman, Roybal-Allard, Sherman, Watson and Waxman and State Assemblymembers and Senators Brownley, David, de la Torre, De Leon, Eng, Fuentes, Krekorian, Kuehl, Lowenthal, Ridley-Thomas, Romero, and Smyth were present at the briefing.  The transportation aides were provided a thorough presentation on Metro’s Rail Safety Program and heard a status update on the Exposition Light Rail project from Chief Operating Officer Samantha Bricker.  Renee Berlin, Executive Officer for Countywide Planning and Development provided an update on both Metro’s ongoing Major Corridor Studies and Long Range Transportation Plan.  The briefing concluded with presentations on how developments in Sacramento and Washington, D.C. are impacting Metro’s ability to secure state and federal transportation funding.  Metro’s next Quarterly Legislative Briefing is tentatively scheduled for November 15, 2007.

Media to Report on Today’s Metro Bus vs. Van Accident

Media Relations staff responded to an accident involving a Metro Bus and a van this morning.  The accident occurred around 10:30 a.m. at the intersection of La Brea Avenue and Hazel Street in the City of Inglewood.  Initial reports indicate that the bus was traveling north bound on La Brea when a van reportedly turned left in front of the bus.  A total of 15 people were injured in the accident including 9 patrons and the bus operator on board the bus and five individuals in the van including a 5 year old boy who was critically injured.  News media were at the scene as well as news media helicopters.  Stories on the accident are expected to air later today.  Inglewood Police are investigating the exact cause of the accident.

Media Inquiry into Metro’s Long Range Transportation Plan

Media Relations staff was interviewed today by a reporter with KFI radio regarding Metro’s Long Range Transportation Plan and the lack of needed funding for various transportation improvements.  The reporter was told that Metro will aggressively look for additional revenues that could include congestion pricing, increasing regional sales and gas taxes, and developing public-private partnerships to expand the transportation infrastructure.  The story is expected to air today and tomorrow.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be joining Gail Goldberg, Director of Planning for the City of Los Angeles in the tour of Metro's rail system and the Orange Line.  I will also join Congresswoman Roybal-Allard in the tour of the new light rail cars for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension.

I will also be participating in the Media Event that will mark the kick-off for Metrolink's Rail Safety Improvements Program, and in the Los Angeles Chamber's Meeting for Federal Aviation Administrator Marion Blakey. 

And finally, I will be meeting with the following executives from Goldman Sachs: Kathleen Brown, Managing Director and Head of West Coast Region, Sara Lee, Vice President, San Francisco Office, and Tom Rousakis, Vice President, New York Office.  
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