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In this issue:

· Shady South Bay Division Canopies to Offer Home to Solar Panels
· 19-Year-Old Suspect Held on $50,000 Bail for $86,000 Tagging Damage
· Media Inquiry Into How State Transportation Funding Cuts Will Impact Los Angeles County Projects


	Shady South Bay Division Canopies to Offer Home to Solar Panels

Carson Division 18’s main parking lot is off limits at the moment, as Metro installs solar panels atop new shade structures shielding cars, operators and maintainers from the sun.
The $4.18 million project is Metro’s second investment in solar panels; West Valley Division 8 and East Valley Division 15 had panels installed in 2005. This new project at Division 18 is actually the direct result of the success – environmentally and financially – of the previous project.

Division 18’s solar project is roughly the same size as the installations at Divisions 8 and 15 combined. The 417-kilowatt system made up of 1,600 individual panels should also provide a rebate similar to the first project.
With $25,000 in monthly savings projected for the Carson development, the solar panel operation should pay for itself in about 11 years.
The Division 18 project had Metro thinking out of the box. Transportation Manager Cynthia Karpman said the division’s transportation building has air conditioning units on top, prohibiting the solar panels where they’re normally placed: on the roof.
In the end, Metro designed the steel canopies to act both as a mounting area for the panels and as shade for parked cars.
Solar panels are also being installed on the maintenance building at Division 18. Construction of the project started on August 1st, and Carson should have its parking lot back by the end of October at the latest, complete with power-producing shade canopies.
19-Year-Old Suspect Held on $50,000 Bail for $86,000 Tagging Damage

A 19-year-old male from Los Angeles was arrested August 15th by Transit Services Bureau (TSB) deputies on suspicion of causing $86,000 in vandalism to Blue Line trains, buses and stations, the highest total attributed to any tagger the TSB has arrested.
The TSB’s Special Problems Unit conducted a 2 ½-month investigation, resulting in the arrest of Jesus Escobar on suspicion of graffiti vandalism, according to L.A. Sheriff’s Sergeant Augie Pando.
Metro estimated the cost of the vandalism at $76,000 for the Blue Line and $10,000 for buses.

After his arrest, Escobar admitted to vandalizing the buses and trains and provided the deputies with a signed confession, along with an apology to Metro, according to Sgt. Pando. Escobar is being held at the Century Regional Detention Facility in lieu of $50,000 bail.
Deputies served a search warrant on a residence in the 9100 block of Bandera Street and discovered scribing tools, gummed labels (know as “slap tags”), cans of paint and samples of Escobar’s work, Sgt. Pando reported. Escobar, who used the moniker of SHOTSER or SHOTZ, is believed to be a member of the BRUC (Been Rocking Your City) tagging crew.

The suspect assumed he was being arrested on a narcotics warrant, noted Sgt. Pando, and told the deputies he was growing a small amount of marijuana in his back yard. Deputies seized the plant. Narcotics charges were later filed against Escobar.
Media Inquiry Into How State Transportation Funding Cuts Will Impact Los Angeles County Projects
 

The Los Angeles Times, Daily News, KPCC radio and Channel 22/52 inquired today regarding passage of the State budget and its impacts on transportation for the region. Reporters were told that the diversion of nearly $1.3 billion statewide in transportation funding would have huge impacts on LA County transportation improvement projects. Those projects could include Phase I and Phase II of the Expo Line, Crenshaw Corridor projects, the extension of the Orange Line and several highway projects. It could also place serious operating difficulties on this agency. The reporters were told that Metro needs to start looking at raising revenues locally in an effort to fund a number of much needed transportation projects. Stories are expected to run tonight and tomorrow. 
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