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In this issue:

· State Budget Update
· Media Inquiry Into State Budget Impact on Regional Transportation Projects


	State Budget Update

Now that the Legislature has passed the State Budget and transmitted it to the Governor, all attention is focused on the potential line item vetoes to be exercised by the Governor. Metro staff has learned that the Governor is expected to reduce the Public Transportation Account by an additional $300 million thereby threatening funding for projects in the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The California Transportation Commission (CTC) may now have to develop an allocation plan, which would be the process whereby the CTC prioritizes allocations when the State Budget has provided insufficient funding. This action could jeopardize the ability of the CTC to fully fund the Exposition Light Rail Line and other projects in the STIP. 

Media Inquiry Into State Budget Impact on Regional Transportation Projects

Earlier today, KCRW Radio host Warren Olney of the show “Which Way LA” interviewed me on the State budget and its impacts on transportation for the Los Angeles region. I commented that I am in a state of depression due to the diversion of nearly $1.3 billion statewide in transportation funding, which would have made a huge impact on LA County transportation improvement projects. Those projects could include Phase I and Phase II of the Expo Line, Crenshaw Corridor projects, the extension of the Orange Line and several highway projects. The large cuts in funding could also place serious operating difficulties on this agency. The interview will air tonight at 7 p.m.
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