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In this issue:

· House Panel Hears Testimony on Structurally Deficient Bridges
· California Transportation Commission Approves Expo and Sepulveda/I-105 Allocations
· Former Division 10 Bus Operator Sentenced for Embezzling Thousands of Dollars Worth of Metro Day Passes
· Press Conference on Sharing the Drive on Southbound I-405
· News Release on Metro School Pool Program
· College Radio Station Features Sixty-Five Foot Bus



This HOV lane connects to an HOV lane currently under construction from I-10 to the Marina Freeway (Route 90). When that lane is completed in 2009, there will be a continuous carpool lane on southbound I-405 from the San Fernando Valley to Orange County. 

	The event will take place at Westwood Park’s “Bad News Bears” sports field at the corner of Sepulveda Boulevard and Ohio Street in Los Angeles.

Board Members who wish to attend this event, please contact my office, so we may make the necessary arrangements.

News Release on Metro School Pool Program

Today, Media Relations distributed a news release noting that Metro has beefed up its ambitious “Metro School Pool” program to make it even easier for parents to form or join carpools to get their children to school this fall.

The program, now in its fifth year, will provide a free, customized school carpooling directory containing street- and city-level contacts that parents can reference to expedite their ridesharing relationships.  The School Pool Directory can be used to find partners for biking and walking to school as well.  

The release notes that schools are considered ideal opportunities for carpooling relationships, as many families within the same community drop off their children at the same time and location, often creating peak-hour congestion on surrounding streets and roadways.  Carpooling to these campuses reduces that congestion and increases the safety of students and other pedestrians. Metro will also provide schools with promotional posters and flyers to raise awareness of the program by students and parents.

Metro School Pool began as a program offering free, voluntary and confidential matching services to parents interested in organizing school carpools. This option is still available and is open to students in all participating public and private elementary, middle and high schools in Los Angeles County. Participation is voluntary and parents share the task of driving students to and from campus. 

College Radio Station Features Sixty-Five Foot Bus

KCSN Radio in Northridge interviewed Metro Media Relations staff about the debut last week of the 65-foot demonstration bus on the Metro Orange Line. Staff noted that this is the largest compressed natural gas public transit bus in service anywhere in North America and is the latest addition to the Metro fleet which includes several hundred 45 and 60-foot high-capacity buses. Metro sought to test the 65-foot bus on the Metro Orange Line in response to the huge popularity of the line, which has already surpassed 10 million boardings in less than two years.
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