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	U.S. Senate Clears FY08 Transportation Spending Bill

By an overwhelming vote of 88-7, the U.S. Senate today approved its version of the FY08 Transportation Appropriations bill.  The $104.6 billion spending package includes language that repeals the longstanding federal ban on subway tunneling along the Wilshire Corridor.  The provision, which was inserted by Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer, is identical to that which was also included in the House Transportation Appropriations bill.  In addition, the Senate spending measure includes $70 million in New Starts funds for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension.  

During three days of floor debate, the Senate considered and adopted a number of significant amendments, including the following:

· An amendment by Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL) that directs the Federal Transit Administration to conduct a study to assess the condition of rail infrastructure (including bridges, ties and rail cars) owned and operated by public transportation agencies.  The study shall estimate the minimum amount of funding necessary to bring such infrastructure into a state of good repair.  

· An amendment by Senators Christopher Dodd (D-CT) and Richard Shelby (R-AL) that prohibits DOT from using funds provided by the bill to issue a final New Starts regulation as proposed by the Administration on August 3, 2007.

· An amendment by Senators Richard Shelby (R-AL) and Kit Bond (R-MO) that limits DOT from using not more than 10% of available Section 5309 discretionary funds for the Administration's Urban Partnership Congestion Initiative.

· An amendment by Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) that makes available from the Highway Trust Fund an additional $1 billion in grants to states for bridge repairs in FY2008.

It should be noted that the White House has issued a veto threat on the Senate Transportation Appropriations bill (as well as the House version) because it exceeds the Administration's budget request by $4 billion.  Additionally, while the Senate spending measure is expected to go to conference with the House, it is unclear when conferees will meet.  Moreover, in light of the Administration's veto threats over most pending appropriations bills, House and Senate leaders may opt to combine individual spending bills into an omnibus appropriations package as this year's session of Congress draws to a close.  Metro's advocacy team continues to be in daily contact with key appropriations staff and will keep you informed of any new developments.
Board Chair O’Connor Welcomes Attendees to the CalACT National Summit

Today, Board Chair Pam O’Connor welcomed over 250 attendees at the opening of CalACT’s (California Association for Coordinated Transportation) National Summit on Transportation’s Future at the Renaissance Hotel in Long Beach.  This event focuses on the most important and challenging issue facing community transportation today and in the future.  Other speakers today included Linda Deavens, CalACT Chair, Enrique Penalosa, former Mayor of Bogotá, Columbia, Leslie Rogers, Region IX Administrator, and Bill Millar, APTA President.  The three day summit will address topics such as developing a vision for sustainable transportation and community, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, preparing for the transportation needs of the baby boom generation, coordinating land use, public policy, transportation and pricing, federal initiatives to increase mobility for aging adults, delivering cost effective service and technologies role in transit.  Speakers over the remaining two days of the Summit include Cal Marsella, General Manager Denver RTD, Willie Brown, former San Francisco Mayor and former California Speaker of the House, State Senator Alan Lowenthal, and Lynn Daucher, Director California Department of Aging and former Assemblymember.
Metro Staff Brief Elected Officials on Westside Transit Corridor Extension Study

Metro staff held two briefings on September 6th and 10th for elected officials and their staff on the Westside Transit Corridor Extension Study.  The briefings were scheduled in advance of the formal public scoping period. The briefings provided an overview of the Alternatives Analysis study, the study area, initial alternatives under review, the schedule, and public involvement strategies.  A total of 29 people attended the two meetings including Metro Chair Pam O'Connor, Beverly Hills Council Member Linda Briskman, representatives from every city within the 38 square mile study area, as well as several state and federal legislative offices.  The public scoping period for this study is expected to begin on September 21 and continue through October.  Staff is currently finalizing arrangements for 5 public scoping sessions to be held during the 2nd & 3rd week of October.
Tagger “Buser” Sentenced
On December 13, 2006, Transit Services Deputies served a search and arrest warrant for a male Hispanic juvenile who was responsible for 18 felony cases of tagging causing approximately $30,000 worth of damages.  The individual is known as BUSER or BUSE from the tagging crew UNOK [Unlike No Other Krew], was convicted at Kenyon Juvenile Justice Center.
The individual targeted buses from Divisions 1 and 2 and also tagged several Green Line train cars.  When he was arrested last year, a large amount of evidence was seized linking him to the crimes.  He admitted to all 18 counts of vandalism. 

At the formal sentencing, Nestor Astorga was convicted of 18 counts of vandalism with an aggregate amount of $30,890 to be paid to Metro and appear in Judge Ricciardulli's court every six weeks.  At the time of judicial review of the search warrant, Judge Ricciardulli was annoyed with individual egregious conduct that he issued a Ramey Warrant with No Bail.  

LA Times Inquiry about US Army Reserve Land Exchange

An LA Times reporter inquired about a proposal by the US Army Reserve to exchange a 10 acre piece of property along Wilshire Boulevard in West Los Angeles with a private developer.  One of the scenarios proposed by the private developer includes a subway station.  Staff attended the agency public scoping meeting for this proposal and explained to the reporter that they had indicated verbally at the meeting that this scenario was very misleading.  Staff clarified that the Westside Corridor Transit Extension study is just beginning an Alternative Analysis and no decision has been made if a project would be a subway, what route it would follow or where stations would be.  Staff further indicated that the project is not included in the Long Range Transportation Plan and no funding has been secured for its construction.  Staff indicated to the reporter that Metro will be sending in formal written comments on this project as a part of the NEPA process and that the comments would include these sentiments.

Channel 34 and 22 Requested Information on Transportation Alternatives

Channel 34 requested information on transportation alternatives for those persons who do not have a valid California driver’s license in the City of Los Angeles and need a transportation alternative for their daily commute.  LAPD Chief William Bratton announced today that their department will rescinded the moratorium on impounding vehicles of unlicensed drivers.  The Spanish language TV station will present Metro’s Bus/Rail, Car and Vanpool service as a viable option to those who need to go to work, medical appointments, school or other activities.  A story will run tonight.

Telemundo Channel 22 is preparing a feature story for a segment called “Manos a la obra” (All Hands on Deck!  Let’s Get the Job Done!) for the November sweeps. The objective of the story is show what needs to be done for any given job, in this case a Metro Red Line train operator, so the public will know how things are done in different professions.

Metro Bus Roadeo

The Daily News will publish tomorrow a feature story on a female Metro Bus operator from Division 15 who’ll be on Saturday’s finals of the Metro Bus Roadeo in Santa Anita Race Track.  The story will promote the annual event for the family of Metro Bus operators. 

Tomorrow is the News Media Day preview to promote the Metro Bus Roadeo, several TV station such as Telemundo and KNBC called to RSVP and the Pasadena News-Star, Channel 22 and other local media will be attending the annual event at the parking lot 4 of the Santa Anita Race Track.  Frank Cecere, event organizer and Media Relations staff will be hosting the news media beginning at 5 a.m. for the morning shows. 
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