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	U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer to Hold Press Conference This Sunday at Eastside Extension Construction Site

Senator Barbara Boxer will be holding a press conference on Sunday, September 23rd to discuss her full support for federal funding for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension.  The press conference, which will be held in Mariachi Plaza (1st and Boyle Streets) at 1p.m., will also cover the importance of transit issues in general.  Board members who are interested in more information on this event are encouraged to directly contact Senator Boxer’s aides Adolfo Bailon or Gina Semenza at (213) 894-5000. 

TTI’s Congestion Study Released

Today, I issued a media statement in light of the release of the Texas Transportation Institute’s congestion report.  In my statement I noted that the study is a strong validation of the multi-pronged approach Metro has taken to relieve traffic congestion in Los Angeles County.  Although the Los Angeles region continues to be the nation’s most congested, we rank number one in terms of operational improvements that squeeze more capacity out of our streets and highways.  Additionally, we rank number three in savings as a result of our public transportation. 

On the operational front, Metro operates the Metro Freeway Service Patrol and funds a vast array of programs such as freeway ramp metering, carpool lanes, plus traffic signalization, intersection improvements and other efforts to ease traffic on surface streets.  These, alone, save drivers an estimated 57 million hours of delay annually and more than $1 billion.  Moreover, Metro funds the construction of carpool lanes and funds vanpool and other rideshare programs.  More than 1.5 million boarding passengers opt for improved bus and rail service in Los Angeles County on an average weekday and that cuts more than 28 million hours of travel delays for an annual savings of $459 million.

Clearly, this comprehensive approach is effective.  We just need to do more.  Hopefully, lawmakers in Sacramento and Washington will be jarred in to action by the congestion report, recognize the economic toll traffic takes and how investment in operational improvements, public transportation and other rideshare programs can and is making a substantial difference in Los Angeles County.  I also did media interviews with the Los Angeles Times, the Daily News and KPCC radio.  Stories are expected to run tomorrow. 
Milestone Celebration and Open House at the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Traffic Management Center
On Monday, September 17th, Countywide Planning staff participated in the Milestone Celebration and Open house at the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Traffic Management Center.  Carol Inge, Chief Planning Officer represented Metro.  The event celebrated the County’s new Advanced Traffic Management Control System and the acceptance of the first 51 intersections controlled by this wireless communication system.  The number of intersections controlled by the system will be expanded with another 980 in the near future.  The event also commemorated the inclusion of the City of Los Angeles’ traffic signals into the County’s Information Exchange Network (IEN). 

The sharing of information supported by the IEN will enable multiple jurisdictions to synchronize traffic signals throughout the county.  Other speakers included:  Metro Board Directors Yvonne Burke and Mike Antonovich;  Don Wolfe, Director of the County Public Works Department; John Fisher, Assistant General Manager, LADOT; and Jane White, Manager of the County’s Traffic Management Center. 

Metro contributed over $160 million through the Call for Projects to Los Angeles County Department of Public Works Signal and Traffic Management projects since 1995.  The event was well attended by the media which included Television – Channels 4, 5, 7, Telemundo and Chinese TV; Radio – KPCC,  and Newspapers --  the Daily Breeze, Pasadena Star News, and Whittier Daily News.

32nd Annual Metro Bus Roadeo
The 32nd Annual Metro Bus Roadeo was held Saturday, September 15 at the Santa Anita Race Track.  The event featured many activities for families, including a classic car/motorcycle show and competition, musical entertainment and the bus operator and mechanics competition.  Metro Board Director John Fasana and Chief Operations Officer Carolyn Flowers were on hand and gave their congratulations to all those who competed.  The winners of the bus operator and mechanic competitions will compete in the APTA national competition next May in Austin, Texas.  

Operator Competition:

First Place: Julio Flores - West Valley Div 8 (626 points out of possible 650 score)

Second Place: Sam Morales – Central City Div 1 (610 points)

Third Place: Marcos Mejia-Portillo – Central City Div 1 (608 points)

Maintenance Competition:

First Place:
Frank Forde, Rommel Vargas & Andrew Warren Jr. – Arthur Winston Div 5 (1,085 points out of possible 1,550 score)

Second Place: Adrian Garcia, Eduardo Garcia & Armando Martinez – San Gabriel Valley Div 9 (775 points).

Third Place: Alfredo Cardenas, Andrew Filimaua and Edward Hernandez – Crossroads Div 2 (675 points)

Multi-Agency Anti-Terrorism Drill
The North Hollywood Red Line and Orange Line stations were the site of a major multi-agency anti-terrorism drill conducted on Saturday, September 15.  Agencies participating in the drill were Metro, LASD, LAPD, FBI, LAFD, and volunteers from several agencies who played the part of "victims".  Observers were present from the TSA, California Governor's Office of Homeland Security, California Army National Guard and the CPUC.  Approximately 200 people took part in the drill. 

The scenario involved a coordinated terrorist attack on both the Orange Line and the Red Line with explosives and a chemical agent.  LAFD was the first responder because they have a station across the street from the location.  The purpose of the drill was to practice and to evaluate how Fire, Police and Metro worked together in a multiple incident scene within the transit system.  The LASD Force Protection Team employed protective chemical suits during the exercise.  A debriefing was held on site at the conclusion of this successful drill.  An After Action Report will be developed and distributed highlighting lessons learned. 
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