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In this issue:

· Senate Panel Examines Condition of Nation’s Bridges Earlier Today
· Press Conference with U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer Is Postponed
· I-5/Hasley Canyon Road Interchange Groundbreaking
· New Neighborhood Posters Unveiled on Bus and Rail Fleet
· Media Covers Metro’s Security Workshop


	Senate Panel Examines Condition of Nation’s Bridges
Earlier today, the U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, chaired by Senator Barbara Boxer, held a hearing in Washington to review the condition of highway bridges in the U.S.  The hearing was held in response to the July collapse of the I-35W bridge in Minneapolis.  In her opening statement, Senator Boxer, calling the bridge collapse a "wake-up call," highlighted the fact that out of 600,000 bridges in the U.S., more than 153,000 are either structurally or functionally deficient. 

Witnesses included U.S. Secretary of Transportation Mary Peters and DOT Inspector General Scovel.  Secretary Peters asserted that adequate funding is being provided by the federal government for bridge inspections and repair.  She expressed strong opposition to any proposal that would raise the federal gas tax to pay for these bridge improvements, arguing for the need to carefully analyze spending and establish clear priorities.  Secretary Peters also suggested that the overall funding stream needs to be "diversified" by supplementing the federal gas tax with private sector resources.  For her part, Chairman Boxer also expressed opposition to increasing the federal gas tax.  The Inspector General highlighted the need for improved federal oversight of bridge inspections and the importance of developing a data-driven, risk-based approach that better identifies and targets those structurally deficient bridges most in need of attention. 

Also testifying were the American Society of Civil Engineers and the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials.  Each supported increased federal funding for bridge inspections and repairs and expressed support for the Senate's vote last week to provide an additional $1 billion above current levels to the Federal Highway Administration's bridge program.
Press Conference with U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer Is Postponed
United States Senator Barbara Boxer has postponed her planned press conference that was scheduled for this Sunday, September 23, 2007 at Mariachi Plaza.  A new date has yet to be determined.  Metro staff will inform Board Members of the new date for the press conference once that information is provided by the Senator's office.
I-5/Hasley Canyon Road Interchange Groundbreaking
On Wednesday, September 19th, Countywide Planning staff participated in the groundbreaking ceremony of the I-5/Hasley Canyon Road Interchange Improvement in Castaic.  The event celebrated the County’s new roundabout interchange to enhance the overall I-5 traffic flow in the area.  The $41 million project demonstrates a successful public-private partnership.  Through the 1999 Call for Projects, Metro contributed $6.4 million to match the County’s $14.2 million and Newhall Land and Farming Corporation’s contribution of $20.4 million.  

Speakers at the event included:  Metro Board Director Mike Antonovich;  Don Wolfe, Director of the County Public Works Department; Doug Failing, District Director, Caltrans; and Marlee Lauffer, Senior Vice President of Marketing and Communications, Newhall Land Corporation. 
New Neighborhood Posters Unveiled on Bus and Rail Fleet

Two new posters featuring the neighborhoods of Highland Park and East LA “through the eyes” of local artists are on display on Metro buses and rail cars through October 2007.  Posters in this highly collectible series celebrate destinations customers can travel to via Metro and convey the distinctive character and vitality of the neighborhoods.  Commissioned by Metro Art, the new posters are by Raoul de la Sota and Artemio Rodriguez respectively.  Limited editions of these and the other 14 featured neighborhood posters are available for purchase at www.metro.net/metrostore.  The series has garnered a Print Magazine Regional Design Annual Design Excellence Award, a Tranny Merit Award, a “Fresh” Illustrator Award from Illustration Magazine Annual and a Los Angeles Society Illustrators Award Silver Medal.
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Highland Park 
Raoul De La Sota, Artist
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East Los Angeles

Artemio Rodríguez, artist
Media Covers Metro’s Security Workshop
Today, a reporter from the Daily News covered the Metro Board’s Security Workshop.  During the Workshop, Board Members received a presentation on Metro’s current security program and information on several security alternatives.  Staff explained to the reporter that the Workshop was an initial step in the process to update Metro’s security needs.  Before any action is taken, the Board will receive follow up reports on Metro’s security program, which centers around Metro’s contract with the Sheriff’s Department, now in its fifth year and set to expire in June 2008.  In the coming months, the Board will discuss a number of security alternatives and will select one that best corresponds to the agency’s security needs.  An article about the Board’s Security Workshop is expected to be published in the Daily News on Friday.
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