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	Goods Movements Cooperation Agreement to Be Signed On October 12th

On Friday, October 12, Metro will participate in a signing ceremony to fully execute the Southern California National Freight Gateway Cooperation Agreement approved by the Board in June 2007.  This agreement represents an effort to ensure that a number of federal, state and local agencies involved with goods movement work collaboratively to address the region’s goods movement issues by focusing resources toward a common goal.  The Secretaries of Business, Transportation and Housing, CalEPA and California Air Resources Board, US DOT’s Deputy Maritime Administrator, EPA’s Regional Administrator, representatives from the US Army Corps of Engineers, Fish and Wildlife Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Caltrans, SCAQMD, OCTA, RCTC, SANBAG, VCTC, SCAG as well as the Ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach and Hueneme will be in attendance to sign the Cooperation Agreement.  The event will be held from 9:30am to 11:00am at Caltrans District 7 headquarters (100 S. Main Street, Los Angeles).  Chief Planning Officer Carol Inge will attend the ceremony on behalf of Metro.  Board members who wish to attend the event or would like more information on this signing ceremony are encouraged to contact my office at (213) 922-6888.  For your review, a copy of this agreement is attached.  
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Metro’s Response to the Los Angeles Times' Characterization of the Eastside Project as "Pork" to run in the Next Couple of Days
The LA Times indicated this morning that they received my letter to the editor and plan to run it in the next couple of days.  It may appear over the weekend or the beginning of next week.

As you may recall, I felt the need to respond to Sunday’s Times' editorial entitled "The Value of Congressional Pork".  In the piece, the Metro Gold Line Eastside Light Rail Project was cited as an example of "pork".  The editorial called on Congress to provide greater disclosure when it comes to earmarks.  However, the editorial failed to distinguish between narrowly-drawn, poorly-vetted earmarks occasionally pushed by members of Congress versus legitimate projects such as the Eastside Project that have undergone intense scrutiny and evaluation by government agencies.
In my letter (attached below) I make the case that not all earmarks are alike and that some are specifically intended for projects that have been thoroughly analyzed by federal agencies and found to be meritorious and fully justified in terms of federal
Investment.
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Public Scoping Meetings for Crenshaw-Prairie and Westside Extension Transit Corridors

Metro will be initiating a series of public scoping meetings starting on October 9th.  The purpose of the meetings is to introduce the communities to the corridor studies, explain the range of alternatives being considered, obtain input from the community and start their involvement in the studies.

The Crenshaw Prairie study will include an Alternatives Analysis and a draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report in accordance with Federal and State environmental laws.  This corridor is a baseline project in Metro’s Long Range Transportation Plan.

The Westside Extension Transit study will include an Alternatives Analysis.  As part of this effort, a Tunnel Feasibility review is being conducted.   

The Crenshaw-Prairie Scoping Meetings will be held on the following dates:    

· Monday, October 15, 2007, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Darby Park, 3400 W. Arbor Vitae Street, Inglewood;

· Wednesday, October 17, 2007, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Nate Holden Performing Arts Center, 4718 W. Washington Boulevard, Los Angeles;

· Saturday, October 20, 2007, 9 a.m. to 11a.m.
Audubon Middle School, 4120 11th Avenue, Los Angeles

The Westside Scoping Meetings will be held on the following dates and times:  

· Tuesday, October 9, 2007, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Emerson Middle School
1650 Selby Avenue, Los Angeles; 

· Thursday, October 11, 2007, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Pan Pacific Recreation Center, 7600 Beverly Boulevard, Los Angeles; 

· Tuesday, October 16, 2007, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Wilshire United Methodist Church, 4350 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles; 

· Wednesday, October 17, 2007, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Beverly Hills Public Library Auditorium, 444 North Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills; and 

· Thursday, October 18, 2007, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Santa Monica Public Library, 
601 Santa Monica Boulevard, Santa Monica.  

Los Angeles City College Renews I-Pass Agreement for Fall 2007
Los Angeles City College (LACC) has accepted an agreement to provide Metro’s Institution Pass (I-Pass) to LACC students.  The agreement calls for all 4,799 full-time LACC students to receive Metro’s I-Pass.  To ensure the program’s sustainability, the campus has agreed to hold a student referendum that will call on students to continue to fund the program through a registration fee for the next three years.  If it passes and the Board of Trustees approves it, over 14,000 LACC students who are enrolled in six units or more will receive Metro’s I-Pass each semester.  I-Pass is good on all Metro service including zone travel.  Approximately 30% of LACC students currently take Metro to campus.  The program is revenue neutral and attracts new riders to Metro because it provides passes to riders and non-riders alike.  

Rio Hondo College has also signed up for the I-Pass program once again which means 2,300 full-time Rio Hondo students enjoy travel on not just Metro, but Montebello, Foothill and Norwalk Transit. Rio Hondo College expects to hold a student referendum this Spring to ensure funding for future years. 

UCLA is continuing its pass program as well and subsidizes 50% of the cost for approximately 1,200 students and staff who participate in the program each quarter.
KTLA Special Anniversary Show to Highlight Metro

KTLA plans to air an Anniversary Special this weekend in celebration of their 60th year broadcasting in Los Angeles.  The show will feature numerous interviews with politicians and community leaders taking a look at how things have changed in the greater Los Angeles area over the years.  As part of this special program, Metro Board Chair Pam O’Connor and I were interviewed last month regarding Metro’s programs and services and how public transportation has changed and improved over the years.  The two-hour show is scheduled to air Saturday at 8 p.m.  The station plans to replay the show on Sunday at 3 p.m. 
Next Week’s Procurement Postings

IFB for CNG Engine Oil
Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure CNG Engine Oil.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from October 1, 2007, through January 31, 2008.

CNG Engine Oil is used to lubricate the Detroit Diesel and Cummins engines.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be direct to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

RFP for Hi-Rail Stake Bed Truck with Articulated Crane
Metro will release a Request for Proposals next week to procure one Hi-Rail Stake Bed Truck with Articulated Crane.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from October 3 through December 3, 2007.

The hi-rail stake bed truck with articulated crane is being procured as a replacement vehicle to be used by the Wayside department to perform trackside maintenance on all four of the rail lines.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Amy Ly, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-2632.
Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events
Next week, I will be meeting with Chair O' Connor via conference call. I will also be meeting with Senators Gloria Romero and Kevin Murray; Assemblymember Mike Eng; Chuck Loggan of Shimmick Obayashi, Greg Therrien and Mike Aparicio of Washington Group; and staff from Ansaldo Breda.  In addition, I will also be participating in the Expo Board Meeting and the Kick off Meeting for the TMD Evasion Count.
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NATIONAL FREIGHT GATEWAY


COOPERATION AGREEMENT
AMONG FEDERAL, STATE, REGIONAL AND LOCAL AGENCIES


Preamble


We the undersigned support a cooperative framework for the Southern California National Freight Gateway that concurrently addresses growing freight throughput capacity balanced with environmental and community concerns in the Southern California National Freight Gateway Area (the Area).  The USDOT has promulgated a National Strategy to Reduce Congestion on America’s Transportation Network.  The strategy incorporates a focus on major freight bottlenecks, including the Area, and expanding public outreach in the Area with various involved agencies and other public and private interests.  This National Strategy incorporates the ideals of the USDOT Framework for a National Freight Policy.  The Framework offers a vision and objectives to help public and private transportation stakeholders cooperatively pursue freight transportation improvements that support economic vitality and strategic growth while also improving environmental quality.


The Challenge


Over 40 percent of all goods imported into the U.S. flow through Southern California, the largest port complex in the U.S., with the vast majority of these goods distributed throughout the country.  The combination of increasing freight flows, the projected 25 percent population increase by 2030 and inadequate transportation infrastructure funding will intensify the congestion in the region’s already overcrowded transportation system and increase impacts on the environment. Without major actions and assistance from all government levels to protect and enhance the environment, freight movements through the region will increase the already significant impacts on the quality of life in Southern California’s communities and the environment overall.  


Pursuing sustainable and efficient regional freight transportation operations offers significant economic opportunities to the region in the form of additional business, more and better quality jobs, and enhanced local, State and federal tax revenues. Successful transportation improvement efforts in Southern California will require extensive collaboration by a large and diverse group of interested parties including Federal, State and numerous local entities; private industry; unions and the public.  Important steps have already been taken at the Federal, state and local levels.  Going forward, the outcome to be achieved is the connection of freight growth with protection and enhancement of the natural and human environment, to resolve the freight transportation issues facing Southern California.


Purpose


The purpose of this agreement is to promote cooperation, coordination and collaboration among the signatories to advance projects for sustainable and efficient freight transportation operations while all signatories pursue their normal responsibilities under the law.  This agreement is not intended to limit, increase or affect the authority of any agency under the law.  The undersigned agree to cooperate with all stakeholders in the Area to improve freight throughput capacity while protecting and enhancing the natural and human environment.


Plan of Cooperation

With the mutual understanding that this is a flexible agreement for cooperation among our respective agencies, we agree to do the following:  

· Cooperate to improve sustainable and efficient freight transportation operations in the Area, while protecting and enhancing the natural and human environment;

· Use this forum as a means to create better understanding among all stakeholders of underlying considerations and potential impacts and alternatives for proposed Southern California transportation projects related to goods movement;


· Cooperate regarding the development of a Strategic Framework for achieving sustainable and  efficient freight transportation operations in the Area in harmony with California’s Goods Movement Action Plan (http://www.bth.ca.gov/pdf/gmap-1-11-07.pdf) (although this does not signify endorsement of any specific project):

· Consider improvements to the transportation decision-making and environmental review processes to expeditiously advance the objective of the Strategic Framework;


· Take into account the existing environmental programs of ports and their tenants in order to work cooperatively to reduce air quality-related freight movement emissions consistent with the Area’s air quality implementation plan; 

· Cooperate regarding the establishment of agreed procedures and protocols to carry out the intent of this agreement in an efficient manner;

· Arrange for senior management representatives of the agencies to meet within 60 days of the signing of this agreement and to continue to meet twice a year through the term of this agreement, to discuss emerging problems, issues and priorities for each organization, and to report on the status of the initiatives;


· Assign a contact person, within their respective organization, who will serve on a Steering Committee that will be responsible for setting the semi-annual meetings, tracking the status of the initiatives, and communicating results to internal and external stakeholders;


· Update this agreement periodically, by agreement of the agencies based upon accomplishments and new priorities.


Miscellaneous


The expenditure or advance of any money or the performance of any obligation of the United States under this agreement shall be contingent upon appropriation or allotment of funds in accordance with 31 USC 1341 (Anti-Deficiency Act).


This Cooperation Agreement facilitates cooperation among the parties; it shall not be interpreted to form a partnership, joint venture, or contract, and it shall not be interpreted to require Federal agencies to analyze State projects and programs under the National Environmental Policy Act unless those Federal agencies would be required to perform such analyses in the absence of this Cooperation Agreement.  This agreement does not delegate to any agency, or the collective group of agencies, the authority to: (1) control another agency’s final decision on a project; (2) modify or halt an agency’s project; or (3) limit the discretion of the signatory agencies in carrying out their statutory and regulatory obligations, including the agencies’ discretion to pursue projects according to their individual legal authorities.  


Nothing in this Cooperation Agreement shall have the effect of changing any existing provision of applicable Federal or State law, regulations, or other agreements between the signatory agencies.  All provisions of this Cooperation Agreement are intended and shall be interpreted to be consistent with all applicable provisions of Federal and State law.  


The term of this agreement shall end on December 31, 2015 unless further extended by agreement of the signatories.  Any signatory may withdraw from this agreement by giving 90 days prior written notice to the other signatories.


This agreement may be signed in counterparts with the same effect as if all the signatories had signed the same document and, for convenience, the signatures may be aggregated electronically into a single document.   Additional agencies may be added from time to time  with the approval of the then signatories.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have signed this Cooperation Agreement on the dates set forth below their signatures.


FEDERAL AGENCIES

United States Department of Transportation

By:  ________________________________


       Julie A. Nelson


       Deputy Maritime Administrator

Date:  ______________________________


United States Environmental Protection Agency


By:  ________________________________


       Wayne Nastri


        Regional Administrator, Region 9


Date:  ______________________________


United States Army Corps of Engineers


By:  _______________________________


       John R. McMahon,


Brigadier General, U.S. Army


Commanding


 


Date:  _____________________________


United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

By: ______________________________


       Steve Thompson

       Manager, 


       California and Nevada Operations


Date: _____________________________


National Marine Fisheries Service

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


By:  _____________________________

       Rodney R. McInnis


       Regional Administrator for the Southwest Region  


STATE OF CALIFORNIA


California Business, Transportation and Housing Agency


By:  ______________________________


       Dale E. Bonner


       Secretary of the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency

Date: ______________________________


California Environmental Protection Agency


By:  _______________________________

       Linda Adams


       Secretary for Environmental Protection


Date:   _____________________________

California Resources Agency


By:  _______________________________


       Mike Chrisman


       Secretary for Resources 


Date:   _____________________________


California Air Resources Board

By:  _______________________________


Title:  ______________________________        


Date:   _____________________________


California Department of Transportation 


By:  _______________________________


Title: ______________________________


Date:   _____________________________


REGIONAL/LOCAL AGENCIES

Southern California Association of Governments, 

by and through its Regional Council

By:  _______________________________


       Gary Ovitt, Chairman

Date: ______________________________


South Coast Air Quality Management District


By:  _______________________________


       Barry Wallerstein, Executive Officer 



Date: ______________________________


CTCs


Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority


By:  _______________________________


       Roger Snoble, Chief Executive Officer



Date: ______________________________


Orange County Transportation Authority


By:  _______________________________


       Arthur T. Leahy, Chief Executive Officer



Date: ______________________________


Riverside County Transportation Agency


By:  _______________________________


       Terry Henderson, Chairperson

Date: ______________________________


San Bernardino Associated Governments


By:  _______________________________


       Lawrence Dale, President


Date: ______________________________


Ventura County Transportation Commission


By:  _______________________________


       Ginger Gherardi, Executive Director



Date: ______________________________


PORTS

City of Los Angeles, a municipal corporation, 


acting by and through its Board of Harbor Commissioners 

By:   ______________________________

        Geraldine Knatz, Executive Director

Date: ______________________________


Attest: __________________________



Secretary


Approved as to form:


____________________________, 2007


ROCKARD J. DELGADILLO, City Attorney


By __________________________________


     Deputy/Assistant


City of Long Beach, a municipal corporation, 

acting by and through its Board of Harbor Commissioners 


By:  _______________________________

       Richard D. Steinke


       Executive Director, Long Beach Harbor Department

Date:  _____________________________


The foregoing document is approved as to form:  


Robert E. Shannon, City Attorney 


By: _______________________________


      Tiffani L. Shin, Deputy


Date: ______________________________


Oxnard Harbor District, acting by and through its Board of


Harbor Commissioners


By:  _______________________________


       Michael A. Plisky, President 
     


Date: ______________________________
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