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	Contractor Selected to Perform “Fare Evasion Count” Set to Begin Work
TMD, the contractor engaged to perform the “fare evasion count” met with Metro staff today to begin work.  A systematic sampling of all Metro rail lines, including Red, Blue, Green, Gold, and Metro Orange Line will be conducted with Metro security staff lawfully conducting all inspections, teamed with the contractor who will record the findings.

To ensure 100% sampling of each train car or bus, TMD will use a special form to record total numbers of riders (load), total valid fares, and specific areas of evasion that include invalid and outdated tickets, counterfeit tickets, a ticket with a lower value than required, or those with no tickets.  Those who may have good reason for not having a ticket, such as a confused visitor, will also separately be counted.

Passengers who are already on the train without correct fare will not be cited, however, they will be asked to purchase correct fare media at the next stop and given a standard reminder.

The teams of Metro LASD, Transit Security and TMD staff will work weekdays and weekends, during peak and off peak periods.  To maintain anonymity the teams will be in plain civilian clothes.
Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Issues Construction Notice of Possible Street Closures

Beginning October 5, 2007, installation of canopies will begin on the street-level rail stations; Atlantic, Civic Center, Maravilla, Indiana, Pico/Aliso, and Little Tokyo/Arts District.  This is the next phase of the continuing construction activities for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, which will last for approximately three months.  During this time, construction activities will take place in the middle of the street, within the current construction zone, and street closures may occur as equipment enters and leaves the work area.

What:
Installation of canopies for street-level stations.

When:
Beginning Friday, October 5, 2007, through January 11, 2008

Where:
Third St. and First St.

What to Expect:

•
Possible street closures and delays due to the transportation of construction materials to be installed on the stations.  For up-to-date closures, please visit our website: www.metro.net/projects_programs/eastside/street_closures.htm 
•
Access to all homes and businesses will be maintained

•
Pedestrian access will be maintained

•
Fire department and emergency vehicle access will be maintained
For more information, please contact Yvette Robles, Community Relations Construction Impact Team, at (213) 922-2259

Public Urged to “Share the Ride” During California Rideshare Week October 1-5

With the kick-off of California Rideshare Week, a statewide campaign to reduce solo driving, which is the major cause of traffic congestion, Metro is urging L.A. commuters to share the ride the week of October 1-5.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2003, 73 percent of L.A. County workers drove to work alone, 13 percent carpooled, 6 percent took public transportation, and 4 percent use other means.  The remaining 4 percent worked at home.  

To get L.A. drivers out of their cars, Metro is working with thousands of employers on ridesharing programs, including carpooling, vanpooling, transit, bicycling, walking and telecommuting.  In a time of high gasoline prices, daily commuters who switch from solo driving to public transportation, carpools or vanpools can save at least $4,000 per year in commuting cost.

Metro’s rideshare incentive programs for employees provides new employees with an entire week of unlimited access to Metro Buses and Metro Rail.  The program seeks to encourage new company employees to explore alternatives to driving alone to work.

For more information about ridesharing please call 1-800-COMMUTE or visit WWW.COMMUTESMART.INFO for carpool/vanpool information or WWW.METRO.NET for information about using public transportation.
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