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	Metro Chair Sends Letter Urging House and Senate Conferees to Fully Address Metro Legislative Priorities

Metro Chair Pam O’Connor sent a letter today to House and Senate conferees for the Fiscal Year 2008 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations bill urging them to fully address a number of Metro’s legislative priorities. In her correspondence, our Board Chair emphasizes the need for Congress to fully fund the Eastside Light Rail Project at $80 million and provide $16.7 million in Small Starts funding for our Metro Rapid System Gap Closure Project. The letter also encourages House and Senate conferees to ensure that language repealing the subway tunnel ban remains in the final bill and that efforts by the Federal Highway Administration to restrict the use of federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality program funds are not enacted.  For your review, please find attached a copy of Metro’s letter regarding the Fiscal Year 2008 transportation spending measure.
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Metro Responds to I-5 Closure

Anticipating additional ridership due to the closure of the I-5 Freeway in the North County, Metro Red Line Operations deployed additional TOS personnel at Union Station and at San Fernando Valley Metro Rail stations. Valley Metro bus divisions were on alert and a plan to deploy additional San Fernando Valley bus service was on stand-by, but no additional busses were deployed. Although larger than normal ridership was noticed at Red Line stations and on Metrolink, trains operated without incident on regular service schedules.

Delegations from Brazil, India and China Visit Metro

Today, delegations from Brazil, India and China paid a visit to Metro. The delegations from Brazil and India were briefed on Metro Rapid, Metro’s Bike Program and Joint Development. These delegates included a Fellow from Brazil with the Eisenhower Fellowships – 2007 Common Interest Program and three delegates from the Delhi Development Authority. After the briefing, the Brazilian and Indian delegations were escorted to the Metro Orange Line for a brief tour and view of our bike lanes. 

The Chinese Transportation Business Management Delegation came to Metro headquarters for an overview on projects and programs. The group was escorted to view the Gateway Building and Union Station. The delegation was led by Chaushie Chu, Director of Systems Analysis and Research.
LACCD Postpones Approval of LACC/Metro I-Pass Agreement by their Board of Trustees
Due to the appointment of a new Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD) Chancellor and a new Los Angeles City College (LACC) President, LACCD decided to pull the LACC/Metro I-Pass Agreement off the Board of Trustees agenda and will review the agreement with administrative officials at a meeting to be held on Wednesday, October 17. LACCD has also decided to forgo any pass distribution for the Fall semester. I-Pass distribution to LACC students in the Spring or future semesters is contingent upon re-approval of the agreement and ratification by the LACCD Board.  
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October 15, 2007

The Honorable John Olver

Chairman

Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies
House Appropriations Committee

2358 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Joe Knollenberg

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies
House Appropriations Committee

1016 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Patty Murray

Chairman

Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies
Senate Appropriations Committee

133 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Christopher “Kit” Bond

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies
Senate Appropriations Committee

128 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairmen Olver and Murray and Ranking Members Knollenberg and Bond:

On behalf of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro), I would
like to call your attention to several important issues as you begin reconciling the House and
Senate versions of the Fiscal Year 2008 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development
Appropriations and Related Agencies bill.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Light Rail Project

The House version recommended $80 million in New Starts funds for the Metro Gold Line
Eastside Light Rail Project, identical to the President’s budget request. On the other hand,
the Senate included $70 million, or $10 million short of the amount identified in the funding
schedule contained within the Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA).

Metro has crossed the halfway point of construction, and I am pleased to report that the
project is proceeding on time and within budget. If Congress were to reduce the FY 2008





funding level below the $80 million Full Funding Grant Agreement, construction would be
delayed and the overall cost to taxpayers would increase. This delay would adversely impact
riders and would impact other planned projects and/or operations costs. In order for
construction to continue on schedule and reach final completion in 2009 as planned, the full
amount of $80 million is needed in FY 2008. Towards this end, Metro respectfully requests
that conferees agree to the House-recommended level of $80 million.

Metro Rapid System Gap Closure Project

The House bill included $16.7 million in “Small Starts” funds for the Metro Rapid System
Gap Closure Project, as proposed by the Administration. On the other hand, the Senate did
not recommend any “Small Starts” funding for this project.

The Metro Rapid program, which has garnered national acclaim, is characterized by such
innovative features as bus signal priority, branded buses and stations, real time next trip
passenger information, frequent service, headway-based schedules, increased station spacing
and low-floor high-capacity buses.

In order to expand the availability of the popular and successful Metro Rapid service to more
areas within Los Angeles County, Metro respectfully requests that conferees adopt the House

recommendation of $16.7 million in the final version of the bill.

Prohibition on CMAQ funds for operating assistance

Metro greatly appreciates the inclusion of report language in the House version regarding the
use of Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) funds for
operating assistance on New Starts projects. Specifically, the House language directs the
Secretary of Transportation to reconsider proposed guidance by the Federal Highway
Administration that would prohibit the use of CMAQ funds for operating assistance on New
Starts projects for up to three years.

Allowing CMAQ funds to be used for operating expenses on New Starts projects as currently
permitted under SAFETEA-LU and TEA-21 greatly assists Metro in accomplishing New
Starts projects faster by helping us where we need it most: Closing the gap between transit
fares and operating costs. In addition, using CMAQ funds for operational purposes during
the first three years of a transit capital project is an important part of Metro’s overall strategy
to mitigate congestion and air quality while at the same time offering a viable alternative to
vehicular travel.

It is our hope that conferees will agree to accept the House report language in the final
conference report.

Repeal of subway tunneling prohibition

Finally, Metro is grateful that both versions included language repealing a longstanding
prohibition on the use of federal funds to construct a subway tunnel along the Wilshire
Corridor in Los Angeles. Enactment of this provision will represent an important first step as
Metro begins the process of studying the potential expansion of the Metro Red Line subway
system to West Los Angeles.





Thank you in advance for your attention to these matters. Metro looks forward to the
successful completion of the FY 2008 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development
Appropriations bill.

Sincerely,

q}w DY

Pam O’Connor
Chair, Metro Board of Directors

cc The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
The Honorable Barbara Boxer
The Honorable David Obey
The Honorable Jerry Lewis
The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard






