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	U.S. Senate Clears Wilshire Corridor Subway Tunneling Bill

Last night, on its first day back from Thanksgiving recess, the U.S. Senate approved Metro’s subway tunneling legislation (H.R. 238).  The bill was brought up and passed by unanimous consent, thereby marking the first time the Senate has passed the tunneling bill as a stand-alone measure.  It should be noted that Senators Christopher Dodd (D-CT) and Richard Shelby (R-AL), the chairman and ranking member, respectively, of the Senate Banking Committee, added a provision to the bill that addresses an issue unrelated to the subway tunneling language.  As a result, the House will be required to take up the measure in its amended form.  Metro’s federal advocacy team will be actively working with House members and committee staff to press for final passage before Congress adjourns for the year, which is expected just prior to the holidays.  

Meanwhile, the tunneling language continues to be a part of two other pending legislative vehicles: the SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections bill and the FY08 Transportation Appropriations Act.  Efforts are underway at the leadership level to attempt to move the corrections bill.  On the other hand, the transportation spending measure is part of a much larger fight with the White House over discretionary spending levels, with no clear endgame in sight.  We will keep you informed as new developments arise.

Supervisor Burke Elected as Chair of the LA County Board of Supervisors

Today, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors elected Supervisor Burke as its Chair for the next year succeeding Supervisor Yaroslavsky.  Supervisor Knabe was elected as Vice Chair.  In his remarks as outgoing Chair, Supervisor Yaroslavsky said it is appropriate that Supervisor Burke serve as Chair in her last full year on the Board of Supervisors.  Congratulations to Supervisors Burke and Knabe on being elected Chair and Vice Chair of the Board of Supervisors and look forward to continuing to work with them and the entire Board of Supervisors over the coming year.

LA City Council Approves Action on Fare Reimbursement Agreement

Today, the Los Angeles City Council approved, without discussion, its Transportation Committee report to discontinue acceptance of all Metro passes on Los Angeles Department of Transportation’s (LADOT) DASH and Commuter Express transit services effective January 1, 2008.  Metro had notified LADOT in September of the intent to terminate the agreement effective January 1st.  LADOT will continue to accept the countywide E-Z transit pass and planned TAP card on all its fixed route transit services.

Rita Robinson Confirmed as LADOT General Manager by the LA City Council

Today, the Los Angeles City Council approved and confirmed Rita Robinson as Mayor Villaraigosa’s appointment as permanent General Manager of the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT).  Attached is a report from the Office of Mayor Villaraigosa on Ms. Robinson’s background.  http://clkrep.lacity.org/councilfiles/07-3500_rpt_mayor_10-29-07.pdf  Congratulations to Ms. Robinson on her appointment.  I look forward to working with her and her staff on transportation issues impacting the City of Los Angeles.

TSA, Air Marshals, and LASD Team Up to Conduct VIPR Operations at the Universal and North Hollywood Red Line Stations

Tomorrow morning, Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Inspectors and Federal Air Marshals, trained in behavior recognition, and LASD-TSB K-9 units will team-up to conduct Visable Intermodal Prevention Response operations (VIPR) at the Universal and North Hollywood Redline stations.  During VIPR operations, TSA Inspectors/Air Marshals will observe the public, looking for changes in behavior, as LASD Deputies walk through the station.  Observed behavior changes will help identify persons of interest and trigger a response to observe that person more closely.
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